The Roads to Jesus – Week 1
The Road of Reality/Realization

Scriptures: Genesis 1:27; Isaiah 64:6, Romans 1:21, Romans 3:23,

2 Corinthians 7:10

Theme: A personal relationship with God begins with seeing one’s own spiritual need from God’s perspective.

Goal: Help students to: 1) know that through God’s eyes every person, including oneself, is spiritually needy; 2) sense God’s pain and grief when people refuse the attempts made to get us to face reality; 3) allow the Holy Spirit to reveal their personal spiritual need and “drive” us to turn around to seek Jesus.

Ice Breakers: 
1) Hand out blank, note-size paper to each person. Invite students to write down a personal (or someone else’s) example of making a wrong decision while driving. It should be something that had funny, embarrassing, frustrating, or scary consequences. (Have them write just the basics, not the details. They should try to disguise their identity.) Place the papers in a basket. Ask each person to draw out one paper, read it aloud, and try to guess who wrote it. Then allow the whole group to try. Finally, have the person admit his or her wrong decision, if no one has guessed. After the game, ask the group, “How did it feel to admit you made a wrong choice? How do you typically respond when you realize you are on the wrong road or need help? Who or what might influence you to make a course correction or ask for help?” 

2) Have the group list a number of ways warnings are given (fire alarm, foghorn, stop sign, flashing lights, waving arms, yelling etc.) Ask: How do you typically respond to warnings? How do you determine if the threat is real? If the threat is real, how does it change your actions? 

Discuss: Perhaps you recall the board game LIFE where each player had a little plastic car to use on his or her “road of life.” Little pink or blue pegs “sat” in the car representing the driver and any added passengers. The game was a long series of decisions such as whether to go to college or not, what occupation, whether to get married, have children, buy insurance, buy or rent a home.

In many ways, the game LIFE resembled real life with decisions having consequences that often determine later options. Thankfully, in real life we can decide to make a U-turn, if we realize we are going the wrong direction or come to a dead-end. Before any change will happen, a person needs to come face to face with the reality of where this current road is headed. 
In God’s Word, we find a clear spiritual reality check. People may hear God’s warnings, but still refuse to accept their genuine spiritual need. Make a list of words that describe a sinner (person in spiritual need). What type of person is typically viewed as a sinner?

If our list doesn’t describe us, we might feel that all is well spiritually. “I am not spiritually needy.” However, now look at the first phrase of Romans 3:23: “. . . for all have sinned . . .” (writer’s emphasis). Are all of us in the group really lumped in the same category with all those sinners? 

Evidently, God has a very different perspective of sin than we do. Read all of Romans 3:23: “. . . for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (writer’s emphasis).

What does it mean to fall short in athletics, business, relationships, or goals? In this case, falling short is not simply missing out on the prize, but also experiencing tremendous loss. What does the glory of God mean?

Start by making a list describing God’s nature and actions. No matter how long our list, it is only a beginning of all that is included in God’s glory. Likewise, the list is only the beginning of how we fall short of God’s glory (nature and actions). Read Genesis 1:27. Since God formed male and female to be divine image-bearers, what would be the logical expectation for their nature and actions?  

Human nature and actions fall far, far short of God’s glorious perfection in every way. Even our best attempts fall short according to Isaiah 64:6: “All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags . . .” If all righteous acts are even repulsive to God, is there anyone who can escape being one of the “all” who has sinned? 

We not only fall short of God’s glory in our nature and actions, but also by failing to fulfill God’s purpose for us. Westminster’s Short Catechism sums it up, “What is the chief end of man? A. Man's chief end is to glorify God, and enjoy him for ever.” Romans 1:21 records some of Scripture’s saddest words, “They glorified him not as God.” What does it mean to glorify God as God? How is it different from glorifying God with just our actions? 

Read Mark 12:30-31 to see how we can give God glory. These two great commandments are too enormous for us to reach in our own ability. We fall short of obeying just two commands. 

God’s Reality Check Outcome: From God’s perspective, we are all sinners and fall short of God’s glory. We are all spiritually needy. God grieves our condition and longs to see us on the road to Jesus. Realizing and admitting our spiritual need prepares us to receive God’s provision, which we will cover next week.

Apply: Jeremiah 17:9 reminds us, “The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it?” In what ways has self-deception kept us from facing our personal spiritual need? 

Some people may flippantly say, “I know I am a sinner.” They may admit it, but don’t see the need to change directions. Read 2 Corinthians 7:10. Give examples of the difference between worldly sorrow and godly sorrow and the outcome of each. Which have you experienced? 

What is your current response to realizing your personal spiritual need—blinded by deceit, willfully doing wrong, having worldly sorrow or having godly sorrow? What will you do now? 

Allow a sufficient time of silence in which the Holy Spirit can work. Take note of those who are responding to God’s reality check. 
Close with a brief prayer of praise. (After the closing prayer, check with individuals, who may be ready to know God’s provision through Jesus Christ now. If time or circumstances do not allow immediate follow-up, make an appointment to follow-up during this week. Do not make them wait until next week’s lesson to know the good news.) 
The Roads to Jesus – Week 2
The Road of God’s Provision
Scriptures: Lamentations 3:19-26, Romans 5:6-11, various others

Theme: God has sacrificially provided a remedy for sin through the blood of Jesus Christ as Savior. 

Goal: Help students to: realize the seriousness of sin, which caused God to provide such a personally sacrificial remedy; joyfully celebrate God’s unending love, which longs to forgive sinners and enjoy a personal relationship with us forever; accept God’s remedy for sin through faith in Jesus Christ; and pray for opportunities to invite others into the journey with Jesus.

Ice Breakers: 

1) Our trust in God’s provision is crucial for salvation. Divide the group into pairs. Blind-fold one, who is to take verbal instructions from the other to get from point A to point B (giving creative instructions, such as walk, crawl, tip-toe etc. Placing obstacles such as another person, chair, stack of books etc. in the path makes this more interesting). Remind the one giving instructions to 1) Be trustworthy, 2) Be safe, 3) Be kind, 4) Do to others as you would have them do to you. This can be done one pair at a time or if the room is large, have everyone start at different places and all go at the same time. 

2) Life is full of examples of people who sacrificially give of themselves for another in need or in harm’s way.  Together make a list of examples of sacrificial giving from history, current news, or personal example. What are some things that seem to motivate such sacrifice? What would keep someone from such sacrifice? How does the receiver typically respond?

Discuss: Last week we ended with the results of God’s reality check: “all have sinned and fall short of God’s glory” (Romans 3:23). Briefly review how we fall short based on that lesson. If you were God, how would you feel toward all those who fall short of your glory and eternal purpose? What would they deserve? What have their actions earned them? What would you feel like doing to them?

What would you be willing to do in order to get them back on the right road? Read Lamentations 3:19-26. How does the writer describe his condition? How does remembering the Lord give hope?  What does “Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed” mean to you?

In that one phrase, we see the tension within God’s nature that is seen throughout Scripture and throughout history: being both a God of great love and being a God of great justice. Actually love and justice are one whole with each necessary to the other. True or false? Explain. Any parent or supervisor faces the tension of being misunderstood on either extreme. “Do I love them or do I consume them?” What are the risks of one without the other? 

God extended his love to Adam and Eve by offering them every good thing available in the Garden of Eden, “except the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. If you eat its fruit, you are sure to die” (Genesis 2:27). The basis of Satan’s temptation was both distrust of God’s love not to withhold anything good from them and distrust of God’s justice to keep the promise of death. What did distrust do to their relationship with God and each other? What does distrust do to our relationship with God and others?

Adam and Eve did not physically die on the spot, but their perfect relationship with their loving Creator God and with each other did. What was God to do? Instead of Adam and Eve’s physically dying, in mercy God did not give them what they deserved. Instead, a loving God brought justice by choosing to accept the life-blood and death of a substitute animal. Life is in the blood (Genesis 17:11). Seeing the blood would remind them and us that it should be our blood, our life to pay the price for their and our own sin. 
With that substitution, a pattern of God’s providing a means of salvation through a life-blood substitute for sin began. It culminated with God giving His one and only Son, Jesus Christ, to be the sacrifice. How do the following verses—Hebrews 9:12, 9:22 and 9:28—demonstrate that Jesus’ sacrifice was sufficient for all people, for all time? Take this opportunity to praise God that the door is open for us all to be in right relationship with God through faith in Jesus Christ; no other blood sacrifice needed. 

Some may ask, “Okay, I get that God keeps acting with loving justice to prove that a promise made is a promise kept. God is trustworthy. But wasn’t there a less offensive way? At least most of us aren’t really all that bad.”
Read Romans 3:25. The King James Version uses the word “propitiation,” which isn’t in too many of our daily vocabularies. The word “propitiation” means “to appease one’s wrath,” or “to make peace with.” God was not just mildly disappointed with humanity’s rebellion; not just ticked off; but red-in-the-face angry; wrathful (remember the Flood). God’s holy perfection demanded justice.

So if your answer to the earlier question—“How would you feel toward all those who fall short of your glory and eternal purpose?”—was anger, then you might be starting to understand God’s feelings. Through sin, we humans have become an enemy of God, working against, rather than with God. Yes, God loves us, even as an enemy, but justice must still be met. No leniency such as looking the other way, sweeping it under the rug, a slap on the wrist, or trying harder next time would make right the relationship or reconcile us with God. What could be the only remedy for the sinful rebellion of all humankind? What does that say about both God’s love and justice? 

Even in His justified wrath, God not only makes sure we do not get what we deserve, (mercy) but also makes sure we get much better than we deserve (grace). Read Romans 5:6-11. What did Jesus do that we were powerless to do? How does being justified through the blood of Jesus Christ relate to our being guilty of sin and falling short of God’s glory? 

What is the consequence of a person choosing not to be justified through Christ’s blood? How does this put a different light on what it means to be saved and the critical need to be saved from God’s wrath? How does each of the following words change our relationship with sin and then God: “justified”—“saved”—“reconciled” and what difference do they make in the course of our lives? 

APPLY: Reflect on how strongly God must hate sin, considering that God sacrificed His Son, Jesus Christ, while we were yet sinners (before we were aware of our sin or asked forgiveness) in order to justify, save and reconcile us?

Encourage the group to share what it means to know we are: declared “not guilty” before God; rescued from facing God’s wrath; united into a new relationship with God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. This is a good opportunity to practice sharing their faith journey in a safe place. For those who are not verbally expressive or are not yet on the road to Jesus, invite them to offer silent praises to God for providing a means to be justified, saved and reconciled through the blood of Jesus. 

Encourage each person to pray this week for at least one person in his or her life, who needs to get on the road to Jesus. Again, before closing in prayer, allow a sufficient time of silence in which the Holy Spirit can speak with individuals. Take note of those who are responding to God’s enormous sacrifice for their sin.

Close with a brief prayer of praise. After the closing prayer, try to check with individuals, who may be ready to know God’s provision through Jesus Christ now. If time or circumstances do not allow immediate follow-up, make an appointment to follow-up during this week.

The Roads to Jesus – Week 3
The Road of Life
Scriptures: Romans 6:23
Theme: Considering the dire spiritual need and eternal consequences of those who do not accept God’s provision through the blood of Jesus Christ, every believer needs to be equipped and eager to share the Good News outside the four walls of the Church.

Goal: Help students to: 
1) 
Know a brief, understandable explanation of personal spiritual need and God’s provision for personal salvation such as the Roman Road.

2) 
Have a sense of God’s broken heart and compassion toward all who are not yet on the road to Jesus, and develop a deep desire to share God’s free gift of salvation.

3) 
Be prepared to follow the Holy Spirit’s leading to those who are searching; practice “turning” a conversation to a spiritual level and sharing the Roman Road or other explanation of human sin, God’s loving sacrificial gift, and human response of faith. 

Ice Breakers: 

1) Divide the group into teams of two or three. Provide enough empty boxes, newspapers, scissors and tape for each team. Allow up to 10 minutes to wrap the gift as creatively as possible with no explanation. Then ask each team to explain briefly what is so special about their gift and try to convince the other teams to accept it. Regardless of whether the other team accepts gift or not, after all teams have tried to give their gift, ask, “What influenced you to accept? Not accept? (appearance of the box, promises of what was in the box, giver’s reputation, the giver’s passion or sincerity, etc.)  For the gift givers, how did it feel to have your gift accepted? Not accepted? How could you separate the person’s response to the gift and response to you, the giver? 

2) Jean-François Gravelet, aka “The Great Blondin,” owed his celebrity status and fortune to his to his idea of crossing the gorge below Niagara Falls on a tightrope, 1100 feet (335 m) long, 3¼ inches in diameter, 160 feet (50 m) above the water. On June 30, 1859, he made his first successful crossing. Then he crossed a number of other times, always with different theatric variations: blindfolded, in a sack, trundling a wheelbarrow, on stilts, carrying a man (his manager, Harry Colcord) on his back, sitting down midway while he cooked and ate an omelet, and standing on a chair with only one chair leg on the rope. If we were with “The Great Blondin” at the Niagara Falls, he might ask us, “Do you believe I am the greatest tightrope-walker? Do you believe I can cross the gorge?” Other than verbal assurances, how could you prove you truly believed? Ask if anyone has a personal example, when they were called on to prove their words with actions. How willing are we to put what we say we believe into actions? 

Discuss: Look at Romans 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” What is the difference between wages and a gift? If people were truly aware that all have sinned and sinning is falling short of God’s glory (Lesson 1: not necessarily murder, theft or adultery), what difference might it make knowing that road earns them death? If people were truly aware of the provision God’s gift in Jesus offers (Lesson 2), what difference might it make knowing that road leads to life forever?

Obviously many people think they know the options. What genuine roadblocks (not excuses or misinformation) may be keeping our family and friends from receiving God’s gift? What genuine roadblocks (not excuses or assumptions) keep us from sharing God’s free gift freely?

In the first case, one of the roadblocks is, “I don’t know how to start talking about spiritual things.” Consider asking yourself why it is so easy to talk about the weather, sports, news, politics, children, etc. but not Jesus (God’s gift of Jesus, not church, religion, etc.)?  If it is easy to talk about things we have in common, how much more in common can spiritual need be than “all” have it? 

Invite the group to share personal examples of how daily conversations can be turned naturally toward spiritual realities. One example might be when conversations toward celebrities, politicians, or religious leaders with problems and failures, perhaps simply add, “You know I can relate to them. (After the shock wears off, continue.) I know what it is like to think life is all about me, what I want, and how I can get it. I’ve been quite confident that I can handle anything on my own. But like [name celebrity, politician, religious leader], I came to a place where I had to admit there were areas of my life that I could not make right. The most important area is my relationship with God. Can I share what I’ve learned?” Brainstorm other situations and examples. 

What are some keys to keeping a person engaged in conversation? If the group has a hard time thinking of some, here are some things to consider: 
· Show genuine interest, care, and concern for the person, not just as an evangelism project; 
· Show respect by asking for permission to continue a spiritual discussion; 
· Learn skills to kindly respond to sincere questions; 
· Learn powerful questions to clarify any objections or rabbit trails; 
· Refuse to listen to complaints about other Christians’ or churches’ behaviors, because this is about sharing your need and remedy with that person in the present; 
· Even if you recognize that other Christians may have done harm, refuse either to defend other Christians or bad-mouth them; 
· Refuse to argue over theology while focusing on common ground; 
· Be willing to stop at the person’s request—live to share another day; 
· Be willing to stop if the person insists on skirting the issue or becoming combative—live to share another day).    

How have members of the group shared the gospel with others? Many fail to share because they fail to prepare. There are many outlines with various verses to lead a person to a basic understanding of the gospel. One of the clearest is the Romans Road, which lays out a systematic way of explaining the message of salvation. There are many different versions of Romans Road with slight variations in Scriptures, but the basic message and method is the same. What is the importance of using Bible verses along with one’s personal story?

Romans Road of Salvation

1. Who needs salvation. 

2. Why we need salvation. 

3. How God provides salvation. 

4. How we receive salvation. 

5. The results of salvation.

1. Everyone needs salvation because we have all sinned. 
“As it is written: ‘There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands; there is no one who seeks God. All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one.’ . . . for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God . . .” (Romans 3:10-12, 23).

2. The price (or consequence) of sin is death. 

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23).

Jesus Christ died for our sins. He paid the price for our death. 

“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).
We receive salvation and eternal life through faith in Jesus Christ. 

“If you declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. . . . for, ‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved’” (Romans 10:9-10, 13).
Salvation through Jesus Christ brings us into a relationship of peace with God. 

“Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ . . .” (Romans 5:1).
“Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1).
 
“For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38-39).
Responding to Romans Road

If you believe Romans Road leads to the path of truth, you can respond by receiving God's free gift of salvation today. Here's how to take a personal journey down Romans Road: 
1. Admit you are a sinner. 

2. Understand that as a sinner, you deserve death. 

3. Believe Jesus Christ died on the cross to save you from sin and death. 

4. Repent by turning from your old life of sin to a new life in Christ. 

5. Receive, through faith in Jesus Christ, his free gift of salvation. 

Would you like to follow the Romans Road to salvation? If so, here is a simple prayer you can pray to God. Saying this prayer is a way to declare to God that you are relying on Jesus Christ for your salvation. The words themselves will not save you. Only faith in Jesus Christ can provide salvation! 

"God, I know that I have sinned against you and am deserving of punishment. I am so thankful Jesus Christ took the punishment that I deserve, so that through faith in Him I could be forgiven. With your help, I place my trust in the name of Jesus Christ for my salvation. Thank You for Your wonderful grace and forgiveness and the gift of eternal life! Amen!"

Apply: If you believe that people need to know Jesus Christ as personal Savior, how committed are you to putting that belief into practice this week (tightrope walker story)? 

Encourage group members to memorize the Romans Road references or at least mark the verses in a Bible they carry most often. If time allows, divide into pairs and practice sharing the Romans Road. Provide colored pencils or 3x5 cards if some want to practice memorizing or mark the verses while they are together.  

Encourage each person to pray this week for at least one person in his or her life, who needs to hear the Roman Road to salvation. Ask the Holy Spirit to open “divine appointments” with someone who is open to hearing the Gospel. Pray for courage to enter a spiritual conversation and be prepared to follow through to a salvation encounter. Ask group members to check with each other later in the week for encouragement and non-judgmental accountability. 

Again, before closing in prayer, allow a sufficient time of silence where the Holy Spirit can speak with individuals. Take note of those who are responding to God’s call to be witnesses to the Good News.

Close with a brief prayer of praise. (After the closing prayer, try to check with individuals, who may have questions about or courage to apply this lesson. If time or circumstances do not allow immediate follow-up, make an appointment to follow-up during this week.) 

The Roads to Jesus – Week 4
The Road of Confession
Scriptures: Romans 10:9-10; various Psalms
Theme: As difficult as it is, we need to take the road of confession. Confession is simply agreeing with God’s evaluation of who I am and what I have done. It is also recognizing who God is, what He has done for us through Christ, and surrendering to His plan for us.

Goal: Help students to: 

1) Recognize that Jesus is Lord;

2) See the connection between believing in the heart and confessing with the mouth.

3) Embrace and follow the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Ice Breakers: 

1) True Confessions—Hand out 3x5 cards and ask the group members to write down something they claim to have done that the others would be surprised to hear. This can be real or made up. It does not have to be something bad or funny, just surprising. One at a time a person stands with his or her back to the group to avoid telltale facial expressions. After the card is read, ask the others (spouses are disqualified for that round) to vote on whether the statement is true or false. Count the number of each. The person fooling the most people by getting them to vote wrongly wins.  To the voters, “On what basis did you decide true or false?” To the readers, “Was it easier to tell the truth or make up something and why? 

2) A television is meant to be both seen and heard. Otherwise, we would still only need a radio. What is the danger of having only a picture, but no sound? What is the danger of having sound, but no picture? How does needing both picture and sound relate to the Christian’s life? What would people see if only watching your life and attitudes? What would they hear if they only heard your words, but never saw any action? 

Discuss: Perhaps you are familiar with the statement attributed to, but not proven to be by, Francis of Assisi: “Preach the gospel; when necessary use words.” For our purposes, preaching equals one-on-one sharing or witnessing. A blogger, Brian Thornton comments that it’s like saying ‘Tell me your phone number; if necessary, use digits.” Scott Autry gave this analogy, “Feed starving children; when necessary, use food.” What are these bloggers trying to say about the need for words and actions in sharing the gospel? What if your words and actions (expression of your heart) contradict each other? 

Nathan Bingham’s blog advises these thoughts, “Preach the gospel and by God’s grace don’t live a life that’s contrary to the gospel you proclaim. When you do miss the mark, don’t justify your actions, but use it as another opportunity to proclaim the amazing grace of God . . .”

The Bible has much to say about the relationship between the mouth and the heart. Read Psalm 62:14b, Matthew 15:17-19, Luke 6:43-45. Now read Psalm 19:14, which is a proper prayer for a believer.

For those who are have not yet received God’s gift of eternal life, there is another mouth-heart verse. Read Romans 10:9-10. What role does the mouth have in salvation? What role does the heart have in being saved and justified?

The mention of God raising Jesus from the dead reminds us that next Sunday is Easter. It also reminds us that in order for God to raise Him from the dead, Jesus had to die. In previous lessons we have seen how the sin of all people caused the death of Jesus on the cross, so we can be forgiven and at peace with God (atonement—at-one-ment) and enjoy that relationship forever.

By acknowledging that “Jesus is Lord,” what is the person believing? By believing in the resurrection, what comes from the person’s mouth? What makes actually speaking it so important? 

In any police station, we will find officers questioning criminals, pressing them to confess what they have done. We do not press a new believer to confess in that way, but it is important for them to able to tell someone what they just did. Later it would be a goal for him or her to confess the new belief that Jesus is Lord.

Knowing that a new believer is genuinely converted in the heart with remorse, repentance, and receiving God’s gift of Christ Jesus our Lord is crucial. Many are concerned with a tendency to rush people or offer them “easy believe-ism” or “cheap grace” simply to get a positive response. What is the danger of doing that for both the believer and the not-yet-believer? Warning: Be careful not to try to convince a person they are saved just because they said the words of a sinner’s prayer. That is all it takes, if there is faith believing in the heart. 

Apply: Review previous lessons, especially the Romans Road from last week. Allow group members to share their experiences this past week with praying for “divine appointments” and opportunities to share the Good News through the Scripture verses in Romans. Encourage each one to continue sharing with people their need to receive Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. It is a matter of eternal life or death.

Again, before closing in prayer, allow a sufficient time of silence where the Holy Spirit can speak with individuals. Take note of those who are responding to God’s call to be witnesses to the Good News or are carrying a heavy burden for an unsaved loved one.

Close by read the following testimony of David from Psalm 40:2-3 as a praise and prayer.

He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire; 
he set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place to stand. 
He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our God. 
Many will see and fear and put their trust in the LORD.
May many hear your song, see your firm stand in Christ, and put their trust in Him. Encourage all to participate in the Resurrection Sunday events and come prepared to share God’s answers to prayer at the following week’s Bible study.

(Try to check with individuals, who may have questions about or courage to apply this lesson. If time or circumstances do not allow immediate follow-up, make an appointment to follow-up during this week.) 
Discipleship/Following – Week 5

The Road of Relationship

Purpose:

To restore or build a relationship with God and others in His church.

Scripture:  

Luke 24:13-35

Getting Started:

Talk about a trip you once took with a group of people.  Share a funny story or a moment during the trip that often comes to mind.  Also, talk about how your relationships with those who journeyed with you were impacted. Have you ever given up on a journey halfway through?

Lesson:

Much of the gospel of Luke is concerned with a journey motif.  Nestled in the middle of his gospel is commonly called “The Travel Narrative,” where Luke details Jesus’ journey through Samaria, from the region of Galilee to the city of Jerusalem. 

His destination was always Jerusalem.  Luke wrote in 9:51, “Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem” and 10 chapters later He triumphantly arrived (19:41).  According to Luke, when He set his eyes upon the city He could scarcely take in the scene.  “As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it . . .” (19:41). While still riding on the colt, He proclaimed the prophecy of her destruction, “because you did not recognize the time of God’s coming to you” (19:44).  

Following his emotional entry into the city, He taught in the temple courts (19:45-21:38), celebrated the Passover with his disciples (22:1-46), was arrested (22:47-65), publicly tried and finally crucified (22:66-23:49).  All of these things took place in that city where He had “resolutely set out for.” 

Many people believed the journey was over.  

Read Luke 24:13-35.  On “the third day since all this took place” (24:21), they left the city of Jerusalem for the village of Emmaus (24:13).  “Two of them” feared that the journey was over.  The tomb had been sealed and so had the dream of redemption.  They had given up, lost all hope and left the city.  

· Talk about a time when you felt disappointed by God.  Perhaps you prayed for healing, but there was no healing that you could understand.  

· Have you ever quit or abandoned a worthy task?  Are you willing to trust Him, even in the bleakest of days?
This is the incredible story of two disciples heading in the wrong direction.  We know that they were among the disciples because in verse 13, Luke writes, “two of them.”  And we know that they were on the road of discouragement because: they left the city of Jerusalem for the village of Emmaus (13), they were saddened (17), they still understood Jesus as merely a prophet (19), they were without hope (21), they were “slow of heart to believe” the story of the women at the tomb that morning (25), and when they recognized him they “returned at once to Jerusalem” (33).

· Have you ever felt or expressed similar sentiments of these two disciples described above?  Have you ever given up hope in Christ?

· Are you “slow of heart to believe” the story of redemption (incarnation, death, resurrection)?  

· Do you truly believe Christ was raised from the dead?  

Furthermore, these were two disciples greatly mistaken about Christ and His purpose.  They appeared to be so clueless that they couldn’t even recognize their teacher, having mistaken him for a mere “visitor in Jerusalem.” To their surprise, however, this stranger (Jesus) begins to show the need for the Messiah “to suffer these things and then enter his glory” (26).  Working his way through the writings of “Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself” (27).

· Are you heading in the right direction?  

· Have you ever expected God to work one way but, catching you off-guard, He accomplished His will differently?  What do these moments teach us about God?

· Do you wholeheartedly seek to understand the Scriptures as a whole?  Do you value understanding the Old Testament as much as you do the writings of the New Testament?  

Jesus sought to foster his relationship with the two disciples who appeared to have abandoned all hope of a journey toward redemption.  Luke tells us that Jesus does this three ways: 


1. He dialogued with them.  Jesus doesn’t simply show up and preach a sermon.  First, He wanted to hear from his two disciples who had given up all hope.  He asked questions (17, 19).  He listened.  They agreed that “he talked with us on the road” (32), while He shared with them the significance of it all.    


2. He opened the Scriptures with them.  When He began to explain the Scriptures, they described their hearts as “burning within” them.  He “opened the Scriptures to us,” they said (32). 


3. He shared a meal with them.  When they arrived in the village of Emmaus, they invited the stranger (Jesus) to stay with them.  It was during the evening meal, when the stranger became host taking the bread, giving thanks, and distributing it to them, somehow giving away His identity at the table.  As soon as they recognized Him, He disappeared.  

The above ways of fostering a relationship on the road to Emmaus are strikingly similar to what was practiced in the early days of the church.  Acts 2:42 says, “They devoted themselves to the apostles teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.”    

· When seeking to restore or build a relationship, how important is it to dialogue?  Do you expect to dialogue with God – or is your relationship with Him more of a monologue (you talking while He listens)?  

· Are you involved in a church where building authentic relationships is vital to your spiritual journey?  Do you actively seek within this community to dialogue, read the Scriptures, and share a meal with others?

Next Steps:

The two wayward disciples returned to Jerusalem, reassembled with the Eleven and became witnesses to the resurrected Christ.  

· Have you given up on the journey before it’s complete?

· Are you journeying in the right direction?

· Do you know someone who needs to be restored into the community of God?  Seek those individuals out.  Talk with them; open the Scriptures with them; share a meal with them.
· In what ways are you a witness to the resurrected Christ?   

Closing:
According to Luke, in the region of Galilee the disciples were called (4:14-9:50), through the territory of Samaria the disciples were formed (9:51-19:44), and from the city of Jerusalem the disciples became witnesses to be sent out to the rest of the world (19:45-24:53).  On the road to Emmaus, Jesus restored a relationship with two of his disciples through dialogue, by opening the Scriptures and sharing a meal with them.  

Discipleship/Following – Week 6

The Road of Instruction

Purpose:

To love God with everything you have and to tell His story for the next generation.

Scripture:  

Deuteronomy 6

Getting Started:

Talk about what it means to be successful.  Who is the most successful person you know and why? 

If you could sum the Christian faith into a single sentence, how might you do that?

Lesson:

1.  The road of instruction requires one to LEARN & LEAN on God’s Word!

Read together Deuteronomy 6:1-3. How one person defines success may be quite different from how another person defines it. Here the writer of Deuteronomy says that the key to success for an Israelite living in Canaan was to learn “the commands, decrees and laws the LORD your God directed.” The keeping of the law promised success, whereas, disobedience, neglect or indifference to the law guaranteed failure.  

In the previous chapter, Moses communicated the Ten Commandments to the people of God.  Just prior to revealing these divine decrees, he commanded his audience, “Learn them and be sure to follow them” (Deut. 5:1, italics added).  

· Think of ways you can be more committed to learning God’s Word.

· How have you learned the commands of God? 

· Share with the group about someone who taught you in the ways of God.

Looking ahead, the prophet-warrior Joshua was given the same warning on the plains of Moab.  “Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful” (Josh. 1:7-8).  

The elements that determined the success of the mission never changed.  The inheritance of the land was not based upon a complex military strategy.  The final instructions just before crossing the River Jordan into the Promised Land was not “Sharpen your sword!” or “Load your quiver!”  Rather, victory was “Lean on the Book of the Law.” 

The success of the mission, then, was based upon one’s ability to learn and lean on God’s Word. The key to success is still the same today.

· Read Proverbs 3:5. Discuss a time when you leaned on your own way and not His.

2. The road of instruction requires one to LISTEN & LOVE God!

Read Deuteronomy 6:4-9.  These five verses are commonly known among Jewish people as the Shema.  These words, especially verses 4 and 5, are still confessed by every Jew each morning and evening because it represents the heart of the Jewish faith.  “Shema” is simply the first Hebrew word in verse 4, which is translated in the English as, “Hear!”   

But what is to be heard in the Shema?  Two things:  


1. Yahweh (the LORD) is one God and God alone.  


2. Love Yahweh (the LORD) with everything you have.

The Hebrew word translated “one” (NIV, KJV) is rendered differently in the NRSV, which chooses to understand the word not as “one,” but as “alone.”  Therefore, “The LORD is our God, the LORD alone.”  However, the word might best be understood as not conveying one or the other, but both meanings together, indicating that by His oneness He stands as the sole God.  Yahweh is one God and God alone (see also Mark 12:32).
Furthermore, the Shema sums the first and second commandments (5:7-8), “You shall have no other gods before me,” and “You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship them…”  

Polytheism is just as prevalent today as it was for the Israelites about to enter Canaan.  It may not surface today in the ancient form of idols but anything that demands our ultimate security is a form of idolatry.  Martin Luther believed “whatever your heart clings to and relies upon, that is your God; trust and faith of the heart alone make both God and idol.”

For this reason, the Shema continues to be at the center of Christian faith.  It must be heard today because God demands our complete attention and allegiance to Him alone.  

· Read Matthew 6:24.  Discuss how the teaching of Jesus might illuminate this passage in Deuteronomy.

The second command to be heard is “Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength” (Deut. 6:5). Jesus quoted this passage when confronted by a teacher of the law (Mk. 12:28-34). The teacher asked him to choose from all the commandments the most important one. Jesus lands on the Shema.  Not only does the Shema sum up the first and second commandments (mentioned above) but every command seems bent toward it like a compass pointing north.  For this reason, love and faithful obedience go hand in hand.  To obey is to love God with every aspect and element of one’s being.  Jesus taught this, simply saying, “If you love me, you will obey what I command” (John 14:15).  

· What is required of you to listen to God?

· What does it mean to love God with all your heart, soul and strength?

It’s astounding to think that the Creator God, the One who brought all things into existence, desires most of all to be in loving relationship with His creation.

3. The road of instruction requires one never LOSE sight of Him!
Read Deuteronomy 6:10-19. We are forgetful people.  For this reason, part of the instructions within the Shema included certain visual reminders to be placed upon the hand, the forehead, the doorframe, and the gate, so that as one goes about the day, the instructions served as signs and symbols of the commands and blessings of God.  

· What visible reminders have you set up throughout the places you frequent (home, car, workplace, etc.), so that you are careful not to lose sight of the work of God in your life?

· The manger and the cross (among others) serve as visual reminders of what God has done for us.  What signs or symbols serve as visual reminders of our commitments to God?

4. The road of instruction requires that you LEAVE the story of God for your children!

Read Deuteronomy 6:20-25. The commands were to be passed on to the children and their children, primarily because the promises of the inheritance given to the forefathers extended into the future.  For Israel, the telling and retelling of the story rested in the hands of the fathers to be passed on from one generation to the next.  And so survival in the Promised Land was contingent upon leaving the miraculous story of God for the next generation (v. 24).

· Who do you think is responsible for telling the story of God for the next generation?

· How can you be sure that the story is properly told and retold into the future?

Next Steps:

Think of your relationship with God.  

· Do you love Him with all of your being?  Are there certain aspects of your life that need to be surrendered to Him?

· Do you have a passion for understanding God’s Word like your success depends on it?  How have you thanked God for the many blessings in your life?

· Can you appropriately articulate God’s story of redemption to your children?

Closing:

The road of instruction involves listening, learning, and leaning on God’s Word because we have entered into a loving relationship with Him.
Discipleship/Following – Week 7

The Road of Trust

Purpose:

Trust is most proven in the midst of trial, or personal famine.

Scripture:  

Ruth 1

Getting Started:

What does it mean to trust God?

Talk about a time when your faith and trust in God were put to the test.

Lesson:

Read Ruth 1:1-5. The first few verses of chapter one primarily revolve around a woman and her hard-pressed fortune, named Naomi.  But there’s a reason the Old Testament book is named after another woman, Ruth.  

Naomi and her husband, Elimelech, traveled across the River and into the land of Moab because of a destructive famine in the land of Israel.  In spite of this misfortune, Naomi was a blessed woman.  She was married and had two male sons who took for themselves two Moabite women named Orpah and Ruth.  But then tragedy struck Naomi’s family when all three men died.  

Living within a culture where women depended upon their husbands and sons for sustenance, Naomi was in dire straits.  She was about to endure her greatest personal famine.

· Have you ever been in a personal famine like Naomi?  

Read Ruth 1:6-14.  As they were preparing to return to Israel, Naomi pleaded with her two daughters to return to their original homes.  Often when tragedy strikes a family, it can bring those involved closer together. It seems from their dramatic dialogue, these three women had become extremely close.  First, Naomi offered her two daughters-in-law a blessing, followed by a kiss and weeping (8-9). But both Orpah and Ruth refused her offer.  Naomi insisted again, arguing that the Levirate law of protection could not even save these young women.  Again, weeping and kissing followed, but this time Orpah agreed to return home.

Naomi made some striking statements to her daughters-in-law.  She said that her life had become “bitter” and “the LORD’s hand has gone out against me” (13).  She apparently even changed her name to “Mara,” which means “bitter” in Hebrew.  We do not know why tragedy struck this family.  Some scholars have suggested Elimelech’s departure for Moab during the famine expressed a lack of faith in God.  Others have indicated that when her two sons married non-Israelite women, it brought about their death.  The text simply does not say why tragedy struck this family, primarily because tragedy isn’t always accompanied with answers.   

In spite of all this, “Ruth clung to her” mother-in-law (14).

[Deeper: Read Deuteronomy 25:5-10 to learn more about the levirate law.]
· Have you ever had someone “cling” to you during a personal tragedy?

· Do you know someone that might be experiencing a personal famine?  How can you show that you care?

Read Ruth 1:15-22.  It became clear Ruth wasn’t going anywhere.  Orpah is said to have returned to “her people and her gods,” but Ruth said to her mother-in-law Naomi, “your people will be my people and your God will be my God” (16).    

Faith and trust are proven in the midst of trial.  At the moment when Naomi has no one left to call family, when she has been removed from all her people, and displaced from the land of her God, Ruth pledges allegiance to all three.  She puts her faith and trust in Naomi, Naomi’s people and Naomi’s God.  
· Discuss a time when you or someone chose to trust when others didn’t.  

· How does Ruth’s display of trust encourage you and motivate you to trust more?

Next Steps:

After their return to Bethlehem, God really came through for Naomi and Ruth by providing for Ruth a loving husband named Boaz.  From them came Obed, the father of Jesse, the father of King David.

· Read 1 Peter 5:10-11.  Discuss how this verse might encourage those enduring a personal famine like Naomi.

· Read James 1:12.  Talk about the pattern of suffering and glory in the Christian life.

· Think about personal famines in your life and how God brought you through them.

Closing:

Even in the midst of the most trying times of our lives, God wants us to trust Him with our whole heart.  
Discipleship/Following – Week 8

The Road of Obedience

Purpose:

To walk the road of obedience in spite of persecution and trouble.

Scripture:  

Matthew 7:13-14

Getting Started:

· When did you decide to follow Christ?

· Talk about a time when you had to make a major decision.

· Have you ever had to make a life or death decision?
Lesson:

Read together Matthew 7:13-14.  There comes a point in everyone’s life when he or she encounters the proverbial fork in the road.  As Robert Frost so eloquently penned in one of his most famous poems, The Road Not Taken, “Two roads diverged in a wood and I – I took the one less traveled by, and that has made all the difference.” 
Jesus taught the road we choose is a matter of life or death; it’s a decision that makes “all the difference” for our eternal destiny.  One road leads to life and the other leads to death.  The apostle Paul wrote to the church in Rome, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (6:23).  

We encounter this teaching (Mt. 7:13-14) at the conclusion of Jesus’ greatest teaching moment, often called, “The Sermon on the Mount.”  Jesus referenced an old law saying, “You have heard that it was said . . .” followed by the phrase, “But I tell you . . .” When he said this, He was providing a new way of obedience.  In this “sermon,” the law against murder was superseded by a law against hate (Mt. 5:21-22).  The law against adultery was supplanted by a law against lust (Mt. 5:27-28).  The law to love one’s neighbor was unveiled, revealing the command to love one’s enemy (Mt. 5:43-45).  In Mt. 7:13-14, Jesus teaches us about this road of obedience that leads to life.

· How would you describe the road that leads to death?  Try to be specific.

· How would you describe the road that leads to life?  Try to be specific.

1. Few find the road of obedience.  It’s not as though the gate is so narrow that it cannot be found by the less fortunate or unlucky. In the previous passage, Jesus assured his hearers that the ones who seek will undoubtedly find (7:7-8).  The real issue is that few actually desire to enter through it. In a similar teaching found in Luke 13:22, Jesus says, “Strive to enter through the narrow door” (italics added).  The masses prefer the broader, more enticing gate, which seems better suited for travel.  There’s no sign on the wide gate that reads, “Dead End!”  The writer of Proverbs 16:25 knew of this deceptive path saying, “There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.”

Jesus doesn’t want us to be surprised when we find ourselves alone on the road that leads to life.  There are times in our lives when obedience to God requires that we take an unpopular position.  

· How desperate are you to enter through the narrow gate and walk the road to life?

· Talk about a time when you or someone else had to make an unpopular decision.

2. The road of obedience is difficult.  In verse 14, the word translated “narrow” might be understood best as “oppressive” or “troubled” to describe the path that leads to life.  Elsewhere in the New Testament, the word is translated “hard-pressed,” “harassed,” and “persecuted” to describe some of the apostle Paul’s hardships endured on his missionary journeys (2 Cor. 4:8, 7:5; 1 Thess. 3:4).  

This teaches us that the way in obedience to Christ is marked with great difficulty and even persecution should be expected.  Jesus said at the outset of this Sermon on the Mount, “Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (5:10).  

· Would you describe the road you’re walking on as “oppressive” or “persecuted”? Why or why not?
3. The road of obedience leads to life.   On one occasion, an expert in the law asked Jesus what he had to do in order to “inherit eternal life”.  This is the question we all desire to know the answer to, right?  In short, Jesus affirmed the answer, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” Then Jesus said, “Do this and you will live” (Luke 10:25-28).  The road of obedience involves a life committed to loving God with everything one has.    

In John, Jesus says that He has come that we may have life, and have it to the full (10:10).  If we choose to walk the road of obedience in following after Him, we will have eternal life.  

· What must we do to inherit eternal life?

· What does it mean to love God with everything we have?

Next Steps:

· How do you know the path you are walking leads to life?

· Develop a team of people to pray for those who are being persecuted for their faith.  

Closing:

Jesus warned His followers of the two roads, one leading to life and the other leading to death.  Trust in God today and rest in his way, which leads to righteousness, holiness, and life.
