SpringLife 2012

1st Sunday

Sermon Title:

Road of Reality

Scripture Focus:
In Romans 3:23 we must face an honest evaluation of our sinful condition.  

Sermon Introduction:

It is imperative that every person recognize their true condition if they are to be helped. When the Philippian jailer realized his condition, he asked, “What must I do to be saved?” That is the question everyone will ask if and when they come to the understanding of today’s text: “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God” (KJV).

The Bible says the answer is Jesus.  “For the Son of man came to seek and to save those who are lost” (Luke 19:10 NLT).

Sermon Content:

1. The Inclusiveness: “All”

Identical twins have some interesting experiences. One man and his brother looked so much alike that one day at church camp the man’s child asked her uncle for a nickel for some candy.  They were different individuals but as identical twins, they had much in common.   Most of us want to think that we are different, unique, special, and in some ways we are, but there is one way in which we are all identical.  The universal condition of the human race is obvious, “There is no difference for all have sinned.”  The scriptures are clear that no one born to Adam’s race can claim any exception, for “in Adam all die . . .” (1 Corinthians 15:22).  

2. The Indictment: “have sinned”
It is usually not difficult to get someone to admit he or she is less than perfect.   “Nobody’s perfect” is our common excuse for bad behavior.   It’s easy to admit, “I made a mistake.” “I was wrong,” may be a little more difficult but can be admitted.  Even, “I have sinned,” may be acknowledged, but usually with the reminder, “Everyone does it.” 

This verse makes it clear that although sin is a universal problem, it is matter of personal responsibility. Paul said, “There is no one righteous, not even one” (Romans 3:10).  Jesus said, “Those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them – do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish” (Luke 13:4-5).

3. The Insufficiency: “come come short of the glory of God”
We must recognize that sin prevents us from reflecting the glory of God.   The Psalmist said we are “fearfully and wonderfully made” (Psalm 139:14).   The human family was the crowning glory of the work of creation.  God put His own image on no other part of creation but man.  You will never realize the full potential of your life until the problem of sin has been recognized, confessed, and forgiven.   Our greatest efforts, our best accomplishments are still far short of God’s glory.
Application:
When God created Adam in the Garden of Eden He made him in His own image.  But in the fall, the moral image of God was lost.   The Bible says, “In Adam all die.”  Because of Adam, we all fall short of God’s glory.  But that image of God can be restored in us through Jesus Christ the Lord.

Luke tells of two men who went to the temple to pray: a Pharisee and a tax collector.  (Tax collectors were notorious cheats and robbers; Zacchaeus, for example.)  The Pharisee prayed in self-righteous pride, “God, I thank you that I am not like other men – robbers evildoers, adulterers – or even like this tax collector” (Luke 18:11). He bragged about his righteousness.  The other man would not even look up to heaven, but pounded his chest and cried, “God, have mercy on me, a sinner” (Luke 18:13).  Luke says the latter went home justified. 

Conclusion:

As Confucius reportedly said, “A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step.”  The first step on the road to eternal life begins with the small yet giant step of accepting personal responsibility for sin.   You can take that first step toward God today. Acknowledge that you are a sinner in need of a Savior, and call upon God for forgiveness.

SpringLife 2012

2nd Sunday

Sermon Title:

Road of Sacrifice
Scripture Focus:
In Romans 5:8:  The cost of God’s love is shown in the sacrifice of His Son for sinners.
Sermon Introduction:

This Scripture reveals that the basis of salvation is the depth of God’s love.  It is not because we are good or deserving that He gave us Son. It is because of His love.  This where John 3:16 becomes personal.  “God so loved the world, that (‘while we were still sinners’ [Romans 5:8]) he gave his only begotten Son” (KJV). Don’t forget, that you and I are in that word, “we.”
Sermon Content:
1. Our unworthy condition

His sacrifice was made “while we were still sinners.”  Romans 5:6 says, “When we were still powerless, Christ died for us.”   The Bible makes it clear there is nothing we can do to merit the forgiveness for our sins and our hope of eternal life.   It cannot be bought with money or deserved through good works.  It is only by the grace of God.

2. God’s undeserved love

“God demonstrates his own love for us.” God could have said, “I love you,” in many ways, but when He gave His only begotten Son to die so that you and I could live, He revealed the depths of that love. To get a small insight into the depth of God’s love, try to imagine yourself making a conscious decision to give up the life of your son to save the life of a notorious criminal.

3. Christ’s unlimited sacrifice
“Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die” (Romans 5:7). But Christ did not die for the righteous, the good, the holy. He died for sinners. The movie, The Passion of the Christ, graphically portrayed the physical suffering Jesus endured.  It was so horrific that most viewers were moved to tears.  But His greatest suffering was not physical; it was the pain of taking our sin. He never knew sin. He was holy, undefiled, and separate from sinners.  And yet, the Scripture tells us that God made Him who knew no sin to become sin for us (2 Corinthians 5:21).
Application:
The best known and most loved of all hymns is undeniably “Amazing Grace.” The composer, John Newton, best described himself in the words, “a wretch like me.”  As a sailor, he was notoriously profane.  His debauchery led to his being enslaved, but eventually he became a ship’s captain in the English slave trade.   One day in a terrible storm in the northern Atlantic, when it seemed the ship and all on board would be lost, Newton called upon the God he had rejected.  His last years were spent in ministry and hymn writing.    The truth behind the song was Newton’s realization that salvation is based entirely on the grace of God and not on any goodness of our own.

Conclusion:
D. James Kennedy once gave his testimony in seminary.  He told of his conversion.  He awoke one Sunday morning when his radio alarm came on and a religious program was playing.  The speaker asked, “If you were to die tonight and God asked you, ‘Why should I let you into my heaven?’ how would you respond?” 

That is the question everyone must answer at some time. There is only one satisfactory answer: “Because while I was still a sinner, God showed His love for me, and Jesus died in my place.’

SpringLife 2012

3rd Sunday

Sermon Title:

Road of Life
Scripture Focus:
In Romans 6:23:  In this verse, the contrast between sin and salvation is clear. It is a matter of life or death.

Sermon Introduction:
Life is filled with contrasts: black and white, right and wrong, good and evil, joy and sorrow, 

truth and error.  The greatest contrast is that of our text: the wages of sin, death or the gift of God, eternal life. Our choices are always between these opposites.   

The sixth chapter of Romans is filled with these contrasts.  “Buried with him through baptism into death . . . so we also should walk in newness of life” (v. 4 KJV). “If we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him” (v. 8).  “Count yourselves dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus” (v. 11).

The choice is one each of us must make: either we choose sin, and receive its wages: death.  Or choose Jesus Christ, and receive His gift: eternal life.  

Sermon Content:
1. You choose your ruler: sin or obedience

We all like to think that we are free and independent, that we will rule ourselves.  But that is not an option. Throughout this chapter, the Apostle Paul makes it clear that something or someone else is ruling your life.  According to verse 16, either you are “slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness.”
The ancient choice that Joshua put before the people of Israel is the choice that each of us faces.   “Choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD” (Joshua 24:15).

2. You choose your reward: wages or gift
Every choice we make in life brings its inevitable rewards.  Sometimes it is what we have earned, and other times it is unexpected, a gift.   When people choose to go to college, through study, hard work, and sacrifice they earn a degree.  They expect that. Sometimes they also receive some things they don’t earn, deserve, or expect.  For example, they meet their future spouse, who becomes God’s gift to them.
Sin pays wages.   What you receive is what you earned.  You worked for it.  You have it coming.  It is your inevitable reward.

What you get from God on the other hand is a free gift.    You can’t earn it. You don’t deserve it.   It can’t be bought with money, borrowed with favor, taken by force.  It is all by grace, the unmerited favor of God.

3. You choose your results.

The wages of sin is death; the gift of God is eternal life.   God says, “I have set before you life and death . . . Now choose life . . .” (Deuteronomy 30:19).  A man once said to me, “I can’t believe God will punish me in hell for all eternity, for eighty years of sin.”  The fact is, your eternal destiny is determined your own choice.  

Application:
Jesus said you have a choice of two roads you can take in life, one is a broad way that leads to destruction, and the other is a narrow road that leads to life (Matthew 7:13-14). When you choose the road you will take, you have chosen the inevitable result.
Yogi Berra reportedly said, “When you come to a fork in the road, take it.” He explained that there was a fork in the road to his house and it didn’t matter whether you went to the right or the left side as they both led eventually to his house.  Unfortunately, that is not true on the road of life. The choice of the road you take results in life or death, heaven or hell.  Choose wisely.

Conclusion:
Today’s text appeals to your natural instinct to live.  In the Garden of Eden, Adam was given the choice: the fruit of the tree of life or the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  The result of his choice was clear: “When you eat of it you will surely die” (Genesis 2:17).  That is the choice for each of us.  We desire life, life now and life eternal, and that is God’s gift when we choose Christ.

SpringLife 2012

4thSunday

Sermon Title:

Road of Salvation
Scripture Focus:
In Romans 10:9-10: The way to be saved is never left in doubt. Believe in your heart and confess with your mouth.

Sermon Introduction:

This text is a concise summation that answers the question, “What must I do to be saved?”  It is neither confusing nor difficult.  The Bible says it is so plain and simple that even a foolish person cannot miss it (Isaiah 35:8 KJV). The aim of every witness for Christ should be clarity and simplicity.   The Bible says we should avoid disputing (1 Timothy 2:8).  It is not necessary to answer every question about the Bible, win a theological debate, or convince a doubting skeptic.    The way for you is plain and simple; believe, confess, receive.  

Sermon Content:
1. 
Believe:  “It is with your heart that you believe and are justified.”

a. This is more than being sincere.  Verse 2 says, “They are zealous for God but their zeal is not based on knowledge.”  A druggist may be sincere in filling a prescription, but if it is wrong, it can be deadly.

b. This is a single truth.  Verse 13: “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name . . . given to men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).   The problem for many is not that they believe nothing but that they believe everything.  A young lady on a radio call-in program was asked if she believed in Jesus.  She said, “I believe in Jesus, I believe in Mohammed, I believe in Buddha, I believe in humanism.” They she blurted, “Oh I believe in everything.”   But Jesus said, “I am the way . . .” (italics added), not one of the ways.

c. It is a solid truth.  Verse 3: “Since they did not know the righteousness that comes from God and sought to establish their own their own, they did not submit to God’s righteousness.”  The greatest obstacle to salvation is not unbelief, but belief in that which is not true.  2 Thessalonians 2:11-12: “They will believe these lies. Then they will be condemned for enjoying evil rather than believing the truth” (NLT).

2. 
Confess: “It is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.”

a. Confession means to accept personal responsibility for your sins.  Children say, “I didn’t do it,” or, “He made me do it.”  True confession says, “I did it.  It was my sin and mine alone.” (Psa. 51:1, 3): “Have mercy on me, O God according to your unfailing love.  . . . For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.”

b. Confession means you are truly sorry.   Some are sorry for the results of the sins; something bad happened or someone was hurt by it.  Some are sorry because they got caught.  But true confession means having the regret for ever having done wrong in the first place. It is more than saying the words; it must come from the heart.  With the heart believe and with the mouth confess.  

3. Receive: “Anyone who trusts in Him will never be put to shame” (Romans 10:11). 
a. The word “shame” comes from the Hebrew word for frustrated or disappointed. 

b. The promise of verse 13 is kept: “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”   That means when you believe with all of your heart and honestly confess with your mouth, God will keep His promise of forgiveness. You will never be disappointed.

Application:

The necessity of true faith and honest confession is illustrated in King Saul and King David. Saul and King David both used the words, “I have sinned.”  Saul proceeded to blame others. David owned his guilt: “Against you, you only, have I sinned” (Psalm 51:4). The results were drastically different.  “The Spirit of the Lord . . . departed from Saul” (1 Samuel 16:14). But David said, “I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever” (Psalm 23:6).

I have never met anyone who said they were sorry for giving his or her life to Christ, but many have regretted refusing this wonderful gift from God.

Conclusion:

Have you ever met anyone who claimed never to have committed a sin?  A minister reported hearing a man say, “I have never done anything wrong. I am not sorry for anything I’ve done and given the opportunity I would do it all again.” If that is not you, if you have done wrong and you know it, if your conscience sometimes keeps you awake at night, I have great news for you.  There is forgiveness with God. Believe in your heart, confess with your mouth, and receive the gift of God, eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
SpringLife 2012
5th Sunday
Sermon Title:

Road of Relationship

Scripture Focus:
Luke 24:13-34

Sermon Introduction:

Those who are serious about following Jesus understand it means walking the road of relationship. It means a close relationship with God and with our companions who are walking the same road. In our Scripture passage, we discover two friends walking sadly from Jerusalem to Emmaus. Note their close relationship: the phrase “each other” is used twice in verses 14 and 15. Then Jesus joined them, forging a three-fold relationship that ultimately warmed their hearts (v. 32). You too can enjoy a heart-warming relationship with God.

Sermon Content:

How can we have a heart-warming relationship with Christ?

1. It involves a warmth of fellowship.

· Who were the two people on the road to Emmaus? Cleopas and his wife? His son? His friend? Whoever it was, Jesus was the topic of conversation.

· Although they were crushed, they were together. Note Ecclesiastes 4:9-12.

· Regular worship includes a warmth of fellowship. Note Hebrews 10:24-25.

· The devil is the master of discouragement. But stay in fellowship and keep one another encouraged.

2. It involves the warmth of the Scriptures.

· It was when Jesus “opened the Scriptures” that their hearts burned within them.

· What an explanation of the Scriptures this must have been (v. 27).

The Scriptures:

a. Raise our understanding level.

When Jesus explained, they understood. God’s Word contains the answers to life’s problems, but you must search them out.

b. Recover our hope.

Verse 21 implies their hope was gone. But in Jesus, we always have hope.

c. Restore our joy.

Verse 17 says their faces were downcast. But Jesus’ explanation of the Scriptures left their eyes sparkling, their faces shining, and their hearts burning.

3. It involves the warmth of His presence.

· They served Jesus a meal (vv. 28-29) and wanted Him to stay longer, prolonging His presence with them.

· Make time for His presence. There is warmth in the presence of the Lord.

4. It involves the warmth of testimony.

· The two could not keep what they had experienced to themselves. They hurried back to Jerusalem and told the others (vv. 33-34).

· John Wesley failed as a missionary in Georgia, but after returning to London, he went to a meeting on Aldersgate Street. He later testified, “I felt my heart strangely warmed. . . . and an assurance was given me that he had taken away my sins.”

Sermon Application:

To walk the road of relationship and have a heart-warming experience, draw from the experience of Cleopas and the other person:

· Cultivate warm personal relationships with other Christians.

· Spend time in God’s Word, allowing it to speak to you and warm your heart.

· Practice the presence of Christ. Recognize Him as the unseen guest at every meal, the unheard participant in every conversation, and the unseen companion in every endeavor.

· Spread the warmth to others by sharing what Christ is doing for you.

Conclusion:

Do you have this burning heart experience as those on the road to Emmaus had? If not, examine yourself to see if you have allowed yourself to veer off the road of relationship. Be sure you haven’t abandoned relationships with others or spending quality time with the Lord. Don’t allow your heart to cool off; keep it warm with His presence.

SpringLife 2012
6th Sunday
Sermon Title:

Road of Instruction

Scripture Focus:
Deuteronomy 6, specifically verses 1-9
Sermon Introduction:

One of the keys to following the Lord and growing spiritually is to take instruction well. When we listen to God’s instructions and follow them sincerely, we are well on our way to spiritual maturity. As we examine Moses’ instructions to Israel, we will discover four things that are good for us to remember.

Sermon Content:                               

1. Fear the Lord (v. 2).

· The phrase “Fear the Lord” appears three times in chapter six (vv. 2, 13, 24) and 14 times in Deuteronomy.

· Moses is not recommending a cringing fear that cowers in the corner. Rather it is a respectful awe, honoring God with deep reverence.

· He promises that those who fear Him will “enjoy long life” (v. 2).

2. Obey the Lord (v. 3).

· Obedience appears three times in chapter six (vv. 3, 24, 25) and 29 times in Deuteronomy.

· Keeping the commands (another way to obey) is mentioned in vv. 17 and 18.

· Moses gives several incentives for obedience:

a. “So that it may go well with you and that you may increase greatly” (v. 3).

b. “So that it may go well with you and you may go in and take over the good land” (v. 18).

c. “So that we might always prosper and be kept alive” (v. 24).

3. Love the Lord (vv. 4-5).

· Verse 4 is called the “Shema” by the Jews. A basic affirmation of Judaism, it declares faith in one God. It is the first Scripture every Jewish child commits to memory.

· Moses exhorts the people to love God ten times in Deuteronomy. 

· Jesus quotes Deuteronomy 6:5 as the first and greatest commandment (Matthew 22:37-38).

4. Take God’s Word seriously (v. 6).

· It is not enough to know God’s Word; we must take it to heart.

· We must teach it to our children (v. 7a).

· We must talk about God’s Word in the normal pursuits of life, sitting, walking, lying down, and rising up (v. 7b).

· Many Jews literally copied the Scriptures, put them in leather cases, and strapped them to their arms and foreheads (v. 8). Some attached them to their doorframes (v. 9). Whether we ever do this literally, we must never be ashamed of God’s Word.

Sermon Application:

God instructs us to fear Him, obey Him, love Him, and take His Word seriously. Ask yourself:

· Do I worship God with a sense of respectful awe?

· Am I consciously disobeying what I know God wants me to do – or not do?

· Do I truly love God with all my heart, soul and strength?

· Am I taking seriously the instruction to teach God’s Word to my children?

· Do I meditate on God’s Word throughout the day, whether I’m walking, sitting, lying down, or rising?

· What corrective steps do I need to take?

Conclusion:

Some Bible scholars think verse five is central to Deuteronomy. Loving God is the hub to which we must attach every spoke of the Christian life. Augustine said, “Love God, then do as you please.” If we love God with all our hearts, other things will fall into their rightful places. Is that happening in your life? Do you need to renew your commitment to love?

SpringLife 2012
7th Sunday
Sermon Title:

Road of Trust

Scripture Focus:
Ruth 1

Sermon Introduction:

Someone said, “When you come to the end of your rope, tie a knot and hang on.” Another suggested, “When you come to the end of your rope, remember God is at the other end.” Life sometimes deals harshly with us, as it did with Naomi and her daughters-in-law. Yet Naomi and Ruth prove we can trust God, even in the midst of difficulties.

Sermon Content:                               

1. We all face the chances and choices of life (vv. 1-5).
a. Much of life hinges on dire circumstances.

· Like the famine, over which Elimelech had no control.

· Like the death of Mahlon (“sickly”) and Chilion (“failing”).

b. Much of life hangs on deliberate choices.

· Like the choice to leave Bethlehem and move to Moab.

· Was it a good choice, since Moab’s god Chemosh demanded human sacrifice?

· Was it a good choice, in the light of Moab’s treatment of Israel (Judges 3:12-14)?

· We celebrate some choices and regret others.

2. Regardless of our past, we can make choices about the future (vv. 6-13; 19-22)
a. Naomi chose to return to Bethlehem.

· After the famine was over, she desired to return to her own people.

b. Naomi chose to release her daughters-in-law to their own families.

· If a man died without children, his brother had to marry the widow to continue the family line.

· The first-born son that resulted was considered the dead brother’s child.

· She realized it would be unfair to force her daughters-in-law to wait for another son to be born and grow up.

c. Naomi chose to regard her circumstances in the light of God’s providence.

· Although her circumstances were “bitter” (vv. 13, 20-21), we have no evidence that Naomi became a bitter person.

· Like Job (Job 13:15), she trusted God through her difficulties.

3. Ruth chose to trust in Naomi’s God (vv. 14-18).

a. Ruth rejected her pagan background in Moab.

b. Ruth resisted the temptation to follow Orpah.

· As a widow, she faced poverty.

· In Moab, she would likely find a new husband.

c. Ruth relied on Naomi’s God.

· A borrowed faith won’t take you far.

· Nevertheless, it’s a good place to begin.

· Like Moses, she chose to identify with the people of God (Hebrews 11:24-26).

· She became part of the royal line of David and Christ (Matthew 1:5-6).

Sermon Application:

· When our situation is at its worst, God comes through to do His best.

· Although your life story may have some dark chapters, remember the last chapter has not been written.

· God has solutions to your problems that have not yet occurred to you.

· Even if life is running smoothly for you now, you may know someone who is going through a difficult time. This is your opportunity to speak encouragement to them.

· If you haven’t yet memorized Romans 8:28, do so.

Conclusion:

It’s easy to say, “Why me, Lord?” Have you tried saying, “Why not me, Lord?” This requires trust. It requires you to believe God has your best interest at heart, regardless of what circumstances say. With Job you can say, “But he knows the way that I take; when he has tested me, I will come forth as gold” (Job 23:10).

SpringLife 2012
8th Sunday
Sermon Title:

Road of Obedience

Scripture Focus:
Matthew 7:13-14
Sermon Introduction:

Sometimes Christians get a reputation for being narrow-minded, and that is usually not a compliment. If by narrow we mean we have forgotten the joy of our salvation and laid down restrictive laws without mercy, then we deserve a negative reputation. But Jesus, in the Sermon on the Mount, indicates there are times when narrow-mindedness is a good thing. It is a compliment to be called narrow, in the sense He is talking about it here.

Sermon Content:                               

1. The way of obedience challenges the popular route.
· Many enter the broad road because it is popular.

· We don’t like to be “out of it” when we can be with the “in crowd.”

· Sometimes we hear, “But everybody’s doing it.”

· Wrong is wrong even if everybody is doing it, and right is right even if nobody is doing it.

· When entering the wide gate, we have lots of room for excess baggage. Not so when we enter through the narrow gate.

· It is difficult to swim upstream, but it is worth it.
2.  The way of obedience chooses to play by the rules.
· “Narrow” in the Greek means “restricted or confined.”

· Many do not like freedoms restricted; some want to serve God, yet do as they please.

· We need rules, just as we need stripes on highways and lights on airplane runways.

· We used to hear the expression, “It doesn’t do any good to sow wild oats all week and then go to church and pray for crop failure.”

3. The way of obedience charges us with personal responsibility.
William Barclay suggests several differences between the two ways:

· One way is hard; the other is easy.

· One way is long; the other is short.

· One way is disciplined; the other is undisciplined.

· One way is thoughtful; the other is thoughtless.

4. The way of obedience changes our eternal place of residence.
· The broad way leads to destruction; the narrow way leads to life.

· Luke’s version of this says, “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door” (Luke 13:24).

· “Make every effort” comes from the same word as “agonize.” It has the idea of an athlete persistently enduring, even agonizing with determination.

Sermon Application:

· This might be a good Sunday to encourage people to choose the narrow way by receiving Christ, if they have not yet done so.

Notes to the pastor.

· If your church has a tradition of prayer at the altar, this is a great opportunity to give people an invitation to come forward.

· If this is not your tradition, you could have everyone bow his or her head and repeat “the sinner’s prayer” after you.

· You might offer to stay at the front of the church and speak with anyone who wants spiritual help.

· You might offer to make an appointment with those who would like to follow up a commitment to Christ.

Conclusion:

The narrow way looks hard, but take it anyway. The narrow way looks long; take it anyway. The narrow way looks like it requires discipline; take it anyway. The narrow way requires thought, but take it anyway. Why? Because the destination is worth the difference.

