SPRINGLIFE 2012

WEEK ONE

Day One

Romans 3:23

ALL IN THE SAME BOAT

“. . . for all have sinned . . .” (Romans 3:23a).

“All have sinned.” No exceptions. Abraham Lincoln used to say, “There’s so much good in the worst of us and so much bad in the best of us, it doesn’t behoove any of us to talk about the rest of us.” No excuses either. We are all in the same boat. 


Prayer:  Lord, I confess I have sinned. My only hope is in your forgiveness.

Day Two

Romans 3:23

NO POINT IN SUGARCOATING 
“. . . for all have sinned . . .” (Romans 3:23a).

It’s easy to call them “mistakes.” Or we may call them “weaknesses.” Or even “areas in which I need improvement.” But God calls them what they are: sins. We have missed the mark, transgressed God’s law, we have offended Him. There’s no point in sugarcoating. Call them what they are – sins. 


Prayer:  Father, I admit that I have done wrong in your sight. Thank you for your willingness to forgive.

Day Three

Romans 3:23

FALLING SHORT
“. . . and fall short . . .” (Romans 3:23b).

The high jumper who knocks down the bar falls short. The pole vaulter who can’t gain enough height falls short. The broad jumper who fails to qualify falls short. And sinners whose performance never quite measures up also fall short. The fact that no one else measures up is small consolation.


Prayer: Dear Lord, only You have lived a perfect life. Help me where I fall short.

Day Four

Romans 3:23

GOD’S GLORIOUS IDEAL
“. . . of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23c).

How could we ever expect to measure up to “the glory of God”? The Living Bible calls it “God’s glorious ideal.” That may make it a little easier to understand, but no easier to achieve. After all, He is perfect; we are not. He is divine; we are human.


Prayer: Father, we love your glorious ideal, even though we fall short.

Day Five

Romans 3:23

GRACE THAT FORGIVES
“. . . for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23).

If the Bible said no more, we would be condemned, without hope. But the next verse says we “are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus” (Romans 3:24). Although we do not deserve it, God extends His grace and pays the price for our forgiveness.


Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank You for dying for us and making our forgiveness possible.

WEEK TWO

Day One

Romans 5:8

WHAT GOD CAN DO

“But God demonstrates his own love for us . . .” (Romans 5:8a).

When vacuum cleaner salespersons demonstrate their product, they offer to clean your carpet to show you its effectiveness. When you take a demonstration drive in an automobile, you find out something about its performance. Why not let God show you what His love can do in your life?


Prayer:  Heavenly Father, I am ready to see what You can do when I surrender.

Day Two 

Romans 5:8

GREATLY LOVED AND DEARLY PRIZED

“But God demonstrates his own love for us . . .” (Romans 5:8a).

This verse reminds us of another: John 3:16, which tells us that “God so loved the world that he gave . . .” The Amplified Version says He “greatly loved and dearly prized the world.” That means you. He greatly loves and dearly prizes you. Can you believe it? It’s true.


Prayer:  Father, thank You for Your unimaginable, unlimited love.

Day Three

Romans 5:8

THOSE WHO DESERVE IT LEAST

“While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8b).

The remarkable thing about God’s love is that He demonstrated it by extending it to those who deserved it the least. He did not wait until we were good to love us. He loved us “while we were still sinners.” So there is hope for all of us, even you.


Prayer:  Thank You, Lord, for including me in the embrace of Your love.

Day Four

Romans 5:8

HE TOOK YOUR PLACE

“While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8b).

The fact is, we were the ones who deserved to die. Christ had done nothing wrong. He was the only perfect man who ever lived. He had no sins of His own for which to die. But He gave himself in your place and mine on a rugged Roman cross.


Prayer:  Lord Jesus, thank You for taking my place and dying on my behalf.

Day Five

Romans 5:8

SAVED FROM GOD’S WRATH

“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).

Paul also says He saved us “from God’s wrath” (Romans 5:9). Another writer said, “It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God” (Hebrews 10:31). It would be dreadful beyond belief if it were not for God’s love that saves us from His wrath.


Prayer:  Thank You, Father, for saving me instead of giving me what I deserved.

WEEK THREE

Day One

Romans 6:23

WHAT WE EARN

“For the wages of sin is death . . .” (Romans 6:23a).

Wages are what we earn after working at a job. Your employer does not reward you with wages. You earn them. Eugene Peterson paraphrased it: “Work hard for sin your whole life and your pension is death” (The Message). So God is not unfair. He gives us what we have earned.


Prayer: O God, I know I have earned death. I throw myself on Your mercy.

Day Two 

Romans 6:23

A GREAT CHASM

“For the wages of sin is death . . .” (Romans 6:23a).

“Death” is not simply the ceasing of life. It extends into eternity as separation from God. Jesus told about a rich man who, after death, was in torment. A great chasm separated him from Abraham to whom he pleaded for help (Luke 16:23, 26). We must avoid this at all costs.


Prayer: Father, I believe a dismal fate is not a foregone conclusion if I put my trust in You.

Day Three

Romans 6:23

THE GIFT

“. . . but the gift of God is eternal life” (Romans 6:23b).

What a contrast! Not wages, but a gift. Not death, but life – eternal life! Only God could cause such a turnaround in our future. We don’t have to earn eternal life. In fact, we cannot earn it. It is a gift, a powerful gift from the magnanimous heart of God.


Prayer: Thank You, Lord, for the free offer of the gift of eternal life.

Day Four

Romans 6:23

ONLY IN CHRIST

“. . . in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23c).

We cannot earn eternal life; we can only receive it through our connection to the Lord Jesus Christ. John tells us “this life is in his Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life” (1 John 5:11-12).


Prayer: Come into my heart, Lord Jesus, and come in to stay.

Day Five

Romans 6:23

THE PLAN OF SALVATION

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23).

It is called God’s plan of salvation. It’s a plan so radical, only God could have thought of it. He has decided to transform us from sinners into His children, who love and follow Him. And in the end, we join Him in heaven for life eternal. Have you received Him?


Prayer: I praise you, O God, for Your matchless plan of salvation.

WEEK FOUR

Day One

Romans 10:13

IT’S FOR EVERYONE!

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” (Romans 10:13).

What a gracious possibility the Lord spreads before us. Everyone – regardless of what you have done, where you have been, or what kind of reputation you have – everyone may call on the name of the Lord. No pre-conditions demanded. No references required. Don’t miss this opportunity to call on Him.


Prayer: Thank you, heavenly Father, for the privilege of calling on You.

Day Two

Romans 10:13

EVERYONE MAY CALL ON HIM.

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” (Romans 10:13).

This is not the first time this gracious offer is mentioned in the Bible. Joel said it first (Joel 2:32). Peter repeated it on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:21). And now Paul heralds this marvelous truth. God loves us so much He said it three times in Scripture. 


Prayer: O God, I do call on You with the assurance that You will hear and save.

Day Three

Romans 10:13

POWER IN THE NAME

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” (Romans 10:13).

There is power in the name of the Lord. One psalm declares the “nations will fear the name of the Lord” (Psalm 102:15). Another says, “Our help is in the name of the Lord” (Psalm 124:8). Several urge us to praise the name of the Lord. So let’s join the praise.


Prayer: O Lord, we do exalt your name today.

Day Four 

Romans 10:13

NOT A LONG-DISTANCE CALL

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” (Romans 10:13).

Paul expresses no doubt. If you call on the name of the Lord, you will be saved. Other verses deal with the importance of confession or repentance or faith. But here the emphasis is simply that whoever calls will be saved. God does not want to reject anyone.


Prayer: Thank You, Lord, that we can approach You with confidence.

Day Five

Romans 10:13

OUT OF THE PIT

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” (Romans 10:13).

When He saves us, He rescues us from the guilt and penalty of sin. The psalmist explained it, “He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire; he set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place to stand” (Psalm 40:2).


Prayer: Thank You, O God, for saving me, for lifting me up when I was down.

WEEK FIVE

Day One 

Luke 23:32-34

TO FORGIVE IS DIVINE

“Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34).

The adage says, “To err is human; to forgive is divine.” Jesus was certainly divine in His ability to forgive even those who crucified Him. Yet He calls on His followers to forgive their enemies and detractors as well. How? By His grace and strength, we can.


Prayer: Father, strengthen me to follow Jesus’ example of forgiving others.

Day Two

Luke 23:35-39

SACRIFICIAL DEATH

“‘Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself and us!’”(Luke 23:39).

Ah, that’s just it. He could not do both. He could not save himself and those who needed salvation. If He had saved himself, you and I would be lost. By giving up His own life, He became our substitute, dying in our place, thus providing salvation available no other way.


Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank You for dying a sacrificial death for me.

Day Three

Luke 23:39-43

SUDDEN DEATH, SUDDEN GLORY

“Jesus answered him, ‘I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise’” (Luke 23:43).

“Sudden death, sudden glory.” Some have said that upon hearing of the sudden death of a Christian friend or acquaintance. There was nothing sudden about death by crucifixion. It was long and excruciating. But Jesus indicated that, upon death, He would meet the thief in paradise. What a blessed hope!


Prayer: Dear God, thank You for the hope you have given us.

Day Four 

Luke 23:44-46

COMMITTED TO HIM

“Jesus called out with a loud voice, ‘Father into your hands I commit my spirit’” (Luke 23:46)

Corrie Ten Boom expressed fear of death to her father. He reminded her that he gave her the train ticket just before they boarded. He knew when to give her what she needed. Our heavenly Father will help us at the hour of death. We can commit our spirits to Him.


Prayer: Heavenly Father, I commit my times into your hands, even at the hour of death.

Day Five 

Luke 23:47

A RIGHTEOUS MAN

“The centurion . . . praised God and said, ‘Surely this was a righteous man’” (Luke 23:47).

Centurions were the backbone of the Roman army. Their name implied their responsibilities: they commanded a hundred (century of) soldiers. This centurion had probably seen many men die. But he had never seen one die like Jesus. Consequently, he gave testimony that Jesus was no ordinary man, but a righteous one.


Prayer: Lord, help me to live so others will see the righteousness of Christ in me.

WEEK SIX

Day One 

Luke 24:13-17

WALKING WITH JESUS

“Jesus himself came up and walked along with them” (Luke 24:15b).

What a privilege to walk with Jesus on the road to Emmaus. At first they did not recognize Him. Yet His fellowship and teaching were so meaningful they later asked Him to stay with them longer. We too can walk with Jesus. He is as near as our breath.


Prayer: Thank You, Lord Jesus, for the fellowship we enjoy with You. 

Day Two

Luke 24:18-24

RESTORING THE KINGDOM

“. . . we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel” (Luke 24:21a).

The hopes and dreams of the ordinary people of first century Israel ran incredibly deep. Besides resenting their Roman occupiers, many people longed for God to restore the kingdom through the coming of the Messiah. What are your hopes and dreams? Is He ruling in your life?


Prayer: Father, rule in my life; I bow as your loyal subject.

Day Three

Luke 24:25-29

SLOW TO LEARN

“How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!”(Luke 24:25).

The old Dutchman said, “We get too soon old and too late smart!” It is amazing how long it takes us to learn some lessons. So we can’t criticize that generation for not grasping everything the prophets said. Yet who wants to be slow of heart? May God quicken our understanding.


Prayer: Dear Lord, help me to be quick to grasp Your truth. 

Day Four

Luke 24:30-31

OPEN MY EYES

“Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him . . .” (Luke 24:31). 

We tend to think, “How could they have walked with Jesus, listened to His teaching, begged Him to stay longer, and not recognize Him?” We don’t know, but honestly, have we done better? The song poet said, “Open my eyes that I may see glimpses of truth Thou hast for me.”


Prayer: Heavenly Father, open my eyes that I may more readily see Your ways. 

Day Five 

Luke 24:32-34

A HEART-WARMING EXPERIENCE

“Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” (Luke 24:32).

What causes your heart to burn? Are you passionate about the truth of God and the ways of God, so that when you hear a new truth or are reminded of an old truth, it resonates in your heart? Does it renew the fire within you?


Prayer: Lord Jesus, keep my heart warm with Your love and Your truth.

WEEK SEVEN

Day One 

Deuteronomy 6:1

A RIVER WITHIN ITS BANKS

“These are the commands, decrees and laws the Lord your God directed me to teach you to observe” (Deuteronomy 6:1a).

A river without banks is called a flood. Within its banks, the river is good for many things. Overflowing its banks, it spells big trouble. A life without laws is likewise headed for trouble. God has not left us to wander without any guidelines. We have His commands, decrees and laws.


Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank You for the clear direction You give.

Day Two

Deuteronomy 6:2

FEAR OF THE LORD 

“. . . so that you, your children and their children after them may fear the Lord your God” (Deuteronomy 6:2a).

God does not want us to cower, afraid that His mighty fist will come down upon us. Fear of God means reverence, awe, and respect. As we honor God, we set an example for our children. May God help us to instill in them a proper awe for Him.


Prayer: O God, we do reverence You. Help us to set the proper example for those who follow us.

Day Three

Deuteronomy 6:3-4

ONE GOD

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one” (Deuteronomy 6:4).

Called the “Shema,” this is the first Scripture a Jewish child committed to memory. It was a constant reminder that they believed in one God. We have this in common with our Jewish friends. We too believe in one God, Maker of heaven and earth. Acknowledge Him as the Sovereign Lord. 


Prayer: O God of heaven and earth, You and You alone are Sovereign Lord.

Day Four 

Deuteronomy 6:5-12

THE GREATEST COMMANDMENT

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength” (Deuteronomy 6:5).

When asked to declare the greatest commandment, Jesus quoted this verse from Deuteronomy (Matthew 22:37). He added that the second greatest commandment is to love one’s neighbor as oneself. This is also a quotation from the Old Testament: Leviticus 19:18. In terms of priorities, these are the greatest.


Prayer: O Lord, help me to walk with You, keeping my priorities straight.

Day Five

Deuteronomy 6:13-25

OBEDIENCE IS THE THING

“In the future, when your son asks you, ‘What is the meaning of the stipulations, decrees and laws the Lord our God has commanded you?’ tell him . . .” (Deuteronomy 6:20-21a).

As we noted earlier this week, examples are important. In this specific case, Jewish parents were to tell their children that God intends for us to obey the stipulations, decrees and laws. We could inscribe them in stone, but if we did not obey, they would be useless.


Prayer: O God, help me to trust and obey all the days of my life.

WEEK EIGHT

Day One

Ruth 1:1-5

BAD THINGS HAPPEN

“. . . there was a famine in the land” (Ruth 1:1a).

Bad things happen to good people. Due to the famine, Elimelech and Naomi went to Moab, where Elimelech died. Later their two sons died. Naomi was childless and without a husband. Life is not fair. God is good, but God’s goodness was not immediately apparent. She faced a time of testing.


Prayer:  Dear Lord, when life tumbles in, help me to hold steady until You move.

Day Two

Ruth 1:6-10

BACK TO HOME AND FAMILY

“Naomi and her daughters-in-law prepared to return home from there” (Ruth 1:6b).

The adage is: when you fly into a thunderstorm, turn 180 degrees and head back to sunshine. That’s what Naomi did. Life in Moab became unbearable. News that the famine was over prompted her to return to home and family. She hoped God was opening the door to better days.


Prayer:  Father, when the storm clouds form, help me to see where the rays of sunshine are.

Day Three

Ruth 1:11-13

NOT A PLEASANT LIFE

“. . . because the Lord’s hand has gone out against me!” (Ruth 1:13b).

Naomi’s name means “pleasant.” But her life could hardly have been characterized as pleasant. She had suffered misfortune, which she interpreted as her lot in life. It was what God had allowed to come her way. She did not want Ruth and Orpah to suffer with her.


Prayer:  Father, help me not to drag others down into my disappointments.

Day Four

Ruth 1:14-18

WHERE YOU GO, I WILL GO

“Your people will be my people and your God my God” (Ruth 1:16b).

If Naomi had been a cantankerous mother-in-law, Ruth never would have wanted to go with her. Instead Ruth saw in her an example of godly living in spite of difficult circumstances. Coming from pagan Moab, Ruth was attracted to Naomi’s God and her godliness. She wanted to follow in Naomi’s footsteps.


Prayer:  Lord, help me to be an example that others will want to follow.

Day Five

Ruth 1:19-22

BITTER OR BETTER?

“Call me Mara, because the Almighty has made my life very bitter” (Ruth 1:20b).

Naomi, whose name means “pleasant,” told the people not to call her by her name. She said they should call her “Mara,” because the Almighty had made her life very bitter. Notice carefully that Naomi did not say she was bitter. Bitter circumstances do not necessarily make a bitter life.


Prayer:  Heavenly Father, please work in my life to make me better, not bitter.

WEEK NINE

Day One 

Matthew 7:13-15

NARROW MINDED?

“Enter through the narrow gate” (Matthew 7:13a).

People think of narrow-mindedness as a fault. But can it be a virtue? It can when it limits your choices to good things, moral things, appropriate things. After all, wrong is wrong, even if everyone is doing it. And right is right, even if no one else is doing it.


Prayer:  Lord, help me to be narrow-minded when that’s where the right choices are.

Day Two 

Matthew 7:13-15

A SUPER HIGHWAY

“For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction . . .” (Matthew 7:13b).

Suppose the highway is wide, with multiple lanes, unlimited speed, and you have a powerful automobile that eats up the miles like a child devours candy. But suppose at the end of the highway, with little warning, it suddenly drops 200 feet into a bottomless lake. Direction and destination matter.


Prayer:  Father, help me not to be fooled by appearances, but to take Your way.

Day Three

Matthew 7:13-15

THE MAJORITY ALWAYS RIGHT?

“. . . and many enter through it” (Matthew 7:13c).

More people seem to be heading the wrong way than the right way. Remember the majority is not always right. There was a time in history when the people had no king and “everyone did as he saw fit” (Judges 21:25). But the popular way was not the right way.


Prayer:  Heavenly Father, keep me more sensitive to Your ways than to the voices that clamor for other ways.

Day Four

Matthew 7:13-15

THE ROAD THAT LEADS TO LIFE

“But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it” (Matthew7:14).

John Oxenham wrote: 

“To every man there opens a high way and a low;

And every man decides the way his soul shall go.”

God’s Word, not based on a survey but on God’s wisdom, says only a few find the road that leads to life. Be among the few.


Prayer:  Father, help me to find and follow the road that leads to life.

Day Five

Matthew 7:13-15

WOLVES IN SHEEP’S CLOTHING

“Watch out for false prophets” (Matthew 7:15).

False prophets never warn you they are false. Instead they pretend to be something they are not. They want you to be taken in, looking at the “sheep’s clothing,” rather than the “ferocious wolves” beneath their disguise. Stay close to God and His Word so you won’t be deceived.


Prayer:  Dear Lord, help me to be discerning about truth and error.

