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Youth Series - Week 1

Evangelism and Witnessing

Road of Reality

Purpose:
To remind students that even though we live in a world that tells us to be different and pushes us to be different, there are some things that humanity holds in common. One example is that we have all sinned, we have all failed, and we are not perfect.

Text: Romans 3:23

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 

Introduction:
Today we need to discover that we are not as good as we think we are.  As we travel on the road of life, we need to have a reality check.  This is not meant to be a downer to your day – or to make you feel horrible about who you are, but it is to serve as a reminder to the reality of how we are as perfect as we think we are. It is a reminder that the world we live in ignores the stark reality that we have messed it up with God.

Lesson:
You have seen it happen on TV or even experienced it: two young kids playing together, having fun, and all of a sudden, while they are playing, they break something. It’s something very valuable and important. It does not matter what it is, but it comes crashing down and a parent of one of the kids comes by and asks, “What happened?  Who broke it?”  And the response is, “It wasn’t me.”  

In many cases, this is the response of people: “It wasn’t me.”  It has been happening since the beginning of time.  And this is one thing that we all have in common: we have messed up – we have sinned.  It began in the Garden of Eden, the first sin, the first failure, and all of humanity has been in the same boat since.  And because of our failures, our sins, times where we have disobeyed, lied, cheated etc., we have no one to blame but ourselves.


The result of this sin is an impassable gap that exists between humanity and God.  God is perfect and holy, set apart without sin and His glory is unattainable because of this gap.  It is impossible for us to get to the other side with God.  Read Romans 3:23: “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  Scripture tells us that all have fallen short – every person, not just this person or that person, but all. This includes me and it includes you.  So here we are separated from God because of the sin we committed.

Challenge: 

#1   Look back over your life, have you been perfect in every way in your life – have you always been obedient, have you always told the truth?  Or have you messed up, have you had failure, have you disobeyed your parents, have you lied?  Come to the reality that you have not been perfect in God’s eyes and that is why you are standing on the edge of the gap between you and God.

#2   Come back next time to hear the rest of the story - this is only part the first part of the story – it does not end here.

Youth Series - Week 2
Evangelism and Witnessing

Road of Sacrifice
Purpose:
To explain that in the midst of our brokenness there is still hope. God has a great love for us, even though we created that large gap between God and us.  God made a way for us to come to Him and this shows God’s great love for us – through the sacrifice of Jesus.

Text: Romans 5:8: “But God demonstrated his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
Introduction:

Last week we looked at ourselves and how sinful we are. We saw how we created a gap, an impossible impasse between God and us. No matter how good we are, or how perfect we might be, we can’t get across that impasse. It is too much for us to cross. This is not the end of the story. If it was, this would be a life lived with no hope.  Today, we are looking at the incredible love of God.  How honest it is and how unfailing it is.  We need to embrace the fact that this love is the most powerful form of love there is. It is unlike anything you have ever experienced.

Lesson:
We talked last week about the “incident.”  Two small children playing and a very important and valuable item is broken. A parent comes in and asks what happened. The response of the kids was, “It wasn’t me.”  At this point, we know, because we are looking from the outside in – we know that one of these kids did something and we know that the parent has a choice: punishment or love.  Have you ever been in a situation where you have been the kid in this scenario? Something happened and it was your fault. You were there but you blatantly say that it was not you.  I have been there. I have done wrong and so have you; we all have. We learned about that last week.  But this week it is the response of the parent that changes the story.  Instead of disciplining and getting angry and dishing out punishment, the parent shows great love, wraps arms of concern around the kids, making sure they are not hurt.  Yet, the parent does not let them “get away” with doing wrong.  In the midst of all this is undying love from the parent to the kids.

In a similar way, we have done wrong; we messed up, and sinned. But in the midst of it, “God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we are still sinners Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). God has made a great sacrifice for us because of His great love for us.  You see, God’s love for us is never ending and it never fails.  His Son Jesus came to earth for you and me and died for us. He loves us even though we do wrong. He loves us even though we are the ones who established the gap between God and us. He still loves us!

Challenge:
Do you recognize how important it is to know that Jesus is here to help you?  Do you understand that there is nothing you can do to get across the gap? Do you realize this is because of sin that you have committed? It’s because of your mess-ups?  Even more than recognizing how much you have messed up, do you recognize that you are loved?  Do you know that God loves you so much, He sent His son, to do what you could not do?  This is what you need to think about, this is what you need to dwell on this week: do you know how much you are loved?

Come back next week when we talk about the significance of Jesus’ death and what it should means to us.

Youth Series - Week 3
Evangelism and Witnessing

Road of Life

Purpose:

To help students to recognize the consequences of sins and the amazing gift of Jesus.

Text: Romans 6:23: “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Introduction:
Much of the road of life is about choices. Today we will be looking at the fork in the road of life that deals with very real choices that each of us have to make.

Lesson:
The last couple of weeks we have been living in a story, a story of two kids that get caught in the act of messing up!  The first week we talked about the fact that we all mess up. It is a fact of life. None of us is perfect. We need to accept that and continue on the journey of life.  The second week we looked at God’s amazing demonstration of love. While we were and are sinners, Jesus died for us.  That is simply amazing.

Now this is what we are dealing with a: choice.  Much of life comes down to a choice – the clothes that we wear, the food that we eat, the stuff we watch and listen to – CHOICE.  And when it comes to life, we have so many choices right and wrong – left and right, up and down. We have that choice.

Romans 6:23 sets it up for us:  “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Some of you are at that stage of life – where you have a job and are making money.  You are earning a paycheck. By what you are doing in your job, you are working for a wage. I think this passage gives us an idea of what we are dealing with when it comes to the things we do and the choices we make.  There are life and death.  On one hand, if we are not living with Jesus, evidenced by the way that we live, the things we do, and the choices we make, that road leads to death.  The sins that we commit are “earning” us our separation from God, which ends in death.  This is the choice of not living with and following Jesus as a disciple.  

On the other hand, what Jesus offers us through His death is life and it is a gift. It is not something that we have work for or earn. It is free. It is something we do not deserve, and it is a gift.

Although, the choice must be made and it is not an easy choice, nevertheless, you have to choose. 

Challenge:

Think – Where are you?  Have you come to the fork in the road where you have to make a choice or have you already made your choice?  I challenge you to look at where we have been on this journey and find out where you are on the road.  

Come back next week as we talk about the road of salvation.

Youth Series - Week 4
Evangelism and Witnessing

Road of Salvation/Confession

Purpose:

To show the teens that there is hope in the person of Jesus Christ, when we give up what we hold on to that keeps the gap between God and us.

Text: Romans 10:13: “For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

Introduction:

Each week has built upon itself: #1 all of humanity has sinned, #2 while we were sinning, Jesus died for us, #3 the gift of God is eternal life, and #4 all who call on Jesus will be saved.  We will be focusing in on our response to the great gift of God.

Lesson:

Over the last few weeks, we have talked about a scenario where a child has done something wrong, messed up, and how we resemble that child. God Almighty resembles parents who love their child very much.  In this week’s lesson, we are dealing with an important issue and that is confession.

A major part of forgiveness, even in our culture, is admitting that you did wrong.  In the last few years, in the world of Major League Baseball, there has been a long discussion about what is called the steroid era.  This has been a time period where the public cannot tell who did and did not use performance-enhancing drugs.  Many of the players have confessed their wrong. They admitted that they used the drugs. Then they have attempted to move on in their careers in baseball or with life in their days of retirement.  A few players have not admitted that they used the drugs even though testimonies and other evidence seem to be pointing in the other direction. In a sense, there is denial of wrongdoing and the result is a tarnished playing career.

We can think of life the same way. Deep down we know that we have done wrong, we know we have messed up. But there is something that is deep down in us that says, “No, I don’t want to admit that I have down wrong.” I think we know from last week that if we continue down the path of sin, it will lead to death and not life.  The good news is this: Romans 10:13 says, “For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  Call on the Lord, remembering that He is the gift of life. Even though we have made this mess and have been living in it, He died for us.  Jesus said in John 14:6, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”  You cannot cross that gap of sin by yourself. It is not possible. Yet through the power of Jesus, you can.  He died for you.  Will you admit that you have messed up? Will you call out to Him, admitting that you need Him? Will you call on His name?

Challenge:
So who are you going to be?  Are you going to be like the baseball players who admitted they did wrong? Or are you going to be like the ones who denied anything had ever happened?  Call on the name of Jesus and you will be saved. This is about being truthful with who you really are, and the fact that you need help. His name is Jesus.

Youth Series - Week 5
Discipleship and Following
Road of Relationship

Purpose:

To show the students that Jesus is a personal Savior and He does walk with you and talk with you.

Text: Luke 24:13-34

Introduction:
According to the Scripture that we have in front of us today, Jesus has already been crucified, died and been buried and has risen again.  But in the view of two disciples that we are not familiar with, they are very uncertain with the recent news they heard.  They are very discouraged.

Lesson:
These two disciples were broken down, their world had crashed down on them, and all their hopes and dreams had fallen through.  They thought Jesus was something special, they thought He was going to be King.  They were right but their point of view was incorrect.  They were focused on the earthly world – the world of politics and an earthly kingdom.  Jesus was something else and these two Emmaus road travelers were about to find something they never thought would be coming.

In their darkest hour, in their time of disbelief and uncertainty, the one for whom they had such high hopes joined them on the road they were traveling.  And in this story, there are a few aspects of relationships that are so important for us today.

First – They spent time with Jesus. Even though His true identity was hidden from Cleopas and his friend, Jesus came and walked with them on that “dark road” to Emmaus.  Jesus took the time to travel with and talk with them about the things of the Messiah – things about himself.  A relationship with anyone is built over time and you have to give yourself time to build it.  But you have to be willing to walk with Jesus, take time out of your day to be with Him, by reading and praying and investing in Him.

Second – They invited Him to stay with them. Building a relationship with Jesus involves letting Him into your life. It’s a little bit like letting Him into your living room.  These two disciples invited Jesus into their home. It was an invitation to “share more with us.”

Third – They shared intimacy with Him at the supper table. There are only a few places in the home that scream relationship and the supper table is one of them.  Sure, you can think of other places, but the table is a great place to talk, eat, relate, and build intimacy.  Jesus was right there and it is at that table that His true identity is revealed.

Challenge:
This week be diligent in this relationship with Jesus.

Take time to be with Him.

Invite Him in to your home or your world.

Eat with Him and share the stuff of life with Him.

Youth Series - Week 6
Discipleship and Following
Road of Instruction

Purpose:
Not to minimize the instruction that God gives to His children.  To show that God’s desire is to be at the center of our lives.

Text: Deuteronomy 6:3-13
Introduction:
Many times we think that our way is right, but there are always people that can help us, such as parents, teachers, coaches, pastors, friends, etc.  They are there to help.  God’s word is the same way.  It is like a huge helper – that wants us to do well in our lives – to live the way God’s desire is laid out for us.  It cheers us on and instructs us in the things that we should do.

Lesson:
Read text. The question is: “Why should we listen?”

Verse 3: “Hear O Israel and be careful to obey so that it may go well with you and that you may increase greatly . . .” and verse 2b: “. . . so that you may enjoy long life.”  The instructions that God gives are not about holding you down or oppressing, neither is it stopping you from doing what you want. Nor is it to bully you, but it is for your own good.  It includes words like “enjoy life” and “so it will go well with you.” It is about your well-being, about living well.  The question is “How? How do you do it?”

First – Love God. Deuteronomy 6:4-5 says you should love God with everything that you are – your heart, your soul, and all your strength.  If you love God with those three things, there is nothing left of yourself to give. It is all of who you are.

Second – Make God part of your everyday life. Deuteronomy 6:7 says you should talk about God at home, while you are at the table. Tell your children about God.  When you are on the road walking, discuss God. Wherever you go and whatever you do, talk about God.

Third – Make reminders for yourself. Deuteronomy 6:8-9 says these may be on your clothes, on things that you wear (bracelets, necklaces, etc.). Have things that remind you of God’s goodness, of His commands.  

Fourth – Remember. Deuteronomy 6:10-13 urges us to remember the amazing things that God has done in history, the miracles that He did in the midst of the people of Israel. Remember how He delivered Israel through the difficulties of Egyptian slavery and how He was faithful to the people of Israel through the promise to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  Remember that God has given you some amazing blessings.

Challenge:
So are you willing to go to the next step in your life?  Will you take one of these four steps and put it into practice. No, I challenge you choose two of the four steps and put them into practice. Don’t just sit there but choose to do something to build that relationship with Jesus by listening to God’s instruction.

Youth Series - Week 7
Discipleship and Following
Road of Trust

Purpose:
To help teens to know what trust is and help them to explore trusting in God.

Text: Ruth 1:16b-17a: “Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay.  Your people will be my people and your God my God.  Where you die, I will die and there I will be buried . . .”

Introduction:
The story of Ruth and Naomi is simply a great story, one that shows us a few different things throughout the text.  It shows us the redeeming nature of man in the person of Boaz. It shows the amount of trust a person can have in another human being. This is will be our topic for the day – trust.

Lesson:
It is said that trust is built over a lifetime and destroyed in a moment.  We all trust people for different reasons. Sometimes it is unexplainable; we just trust that person.  Others have come through for us in a difficult situation, and proved to be worthy of trust. Or maybe a particular person saved your life and so you trust them.  Whatever the reason, we trust people, sometimes very little, sometimes a whole lot.

The question is: how do you know that you can trust someone? Words alone are not strong enough to gain complete trust. But actions brought on by the person are proof that a person can be trusted.  I would imagine that Ruth saw a lot of the things Naomi did, things that would prove she was a person to be trusted and followed.  In that culture, a daughter-in-law was to remain with her husband’s family even in the case of his death.  Naomi was willing for her daughters-in-law to give up that common practice and return to their families and their mothers.  Ruth was the exception. Although Naomi gave her permission to return to her own family, she decided to stay.  She trusted Naomi.

When it comes to trusting someone completely there are a few things that you will do.

First – You trust so much, you will follow them. “Where you will go I will go, where you stay I will stay,” Ruth said. She trusted Naomi so much that she was willing to follow her wherever she went and stay in that place.  When it comes to our relationship with God, He is completely trustworthy. We can trust Him to guide us. The question is: will you follow Him, as Ruth was willing to follow Naomi?

Second – You trust, so much you will become one with them. “Your people will become my people.” Ruth was not an Israelite. In fact, she was a Moabite, and there was a history between the Moabites and the Israelites. But Ruth was willing to give that up and be one with Naomi and accept a new people with whom she would identify.  We too have to do that same thing. If we are going to trust in God, we have be willing to associate with Him, not just when it is convenient but at all times. We have to trust Him even when it is difficult.

Third –Trust them until the day you die. “Where you die I will die and be buried there.”  Ruth was willing to go the long haul, not just a little ways. Her commitment was not just until things were good. She didn’t take the attitude, “When things go bad, I’m outta here.” She was in for the long haul. When it comes to God, you can trust Him for the rest of your life!

Challenge

So whom do you trust?  Are you willing to look at God and see if He is trustworthy?  I challenge you to place your trust in Him for one thing that is facing you this week. Maybe it is a difficult decision or a situation that is out of your control. Maybe it is a conversation that you have to have but do not know what you ought to say. Trust God for the words to say. Pray and ask Him to speak to you and for you.  Place your trust in God this week.

Youth Series - Week 8
Discipleship and Following
Road of Obedience

Purpose:
To realize that in order to follow Jesus, you must be obedient. It may not be the easiest thing to do, but it is worth it.

Text: Matthew 7:13-15

Introduction:
We are constantly having to deal with the command of obedience. We have been asked to be obedient since the early days of our lives, but we still struggle with it!  Today we will explore the big picture reasons why we should be obedient.

Lesson:
There is recent study called the “marshmallow test.”  A child is put in a room with a camera and for a set amount of time, a child is to sit in a chair at a table.  The difficult part is that on the table, right in front of the child, is a marshmallow.  The child is told that if he or she does not eat the marshmallow, when the adult comes back the child will get two marshmallows.  So the amount of marshmallows will double if the child is obedient.  For some of them it is not a problem. They could sit there all day and they do, in fact, receive the second marshmallow.  For others it is the agonizingly difficult. They poke, pinch, smash, tap, and even lick the marshmallow, but they did not eat it. They do everything but eat it.  For other children, it does not matter; this is a marshmallow. It is there right in front of them; it is theirs for the taking and they do. They eat it without a second thought.

I realize that this sounds like a discussion on temptation but that is the secondary issue. The first is obedience.  It is obedience that makes temptation such a temptation. We know what we are supposed to do and without temptation, obedience would be a cinch. But obedience is more difficult because of the of temptation.  Obedience is being willing to do what you are asked to do, fighting off the temptations that come your way, because of a commitment to do what is asked of you.  In our Scripture text today – Jesus tells us to enter through the narrow gate that leads to life.  Interestingly, it is the broad gate and the wide road that lead to destruction.  In most people’s ears, this sounds backward. The wide road, the one that everyone is traveling, should lead to life, right?  That is not what Jesus says.  He tells us that it is the narrow road and the narrow gate, that will lead to life. This is not going to be easy. It will be difficult. Nothing that is valuable and amazing is easy.  It takes an immense amount of pressure for coal to become a diamond. Traveling the narrow road will be difficult, but in the end, it will be worth it. Life in Jesus – life with Jesus – life everlasting is worth the difficult road.

The last few weeks we have been talking about the tools you need to be obedient.  Rely on the relationship that you are building. Don’t damage it by hijacking it without investing in it.  Continue to set up the reminders for you to make God a part of your everyday life.  And trust in Him. He is faithful, He is true, and He is just.  Now be obedient, not like a trained animal, but because you have a relationship with God. You trust God, so be willing to do what you are told. Listen to the instructions to receive life.  

It is not going to be easy – the road is going to be narrow and difficult. There are going to be many things that will look so good, so tempting. But giving in to the temptations will hijack the relationship that you have with Jesus. Stay strong. Remember what you have learned along the way.

Challenge

So what are you going to do?  Are you going to give in and take the easy way or will you be obedient?  You have to choose which path you will follow.  Today the challenge is this: which road will you choose – the wide path that looks easy and fun but leads to destruction or the narrow path that looks hard but leads to life.  Which will it be?
