SpringLife 2012 Children’s Lessons

Theme:  The Roads to Jesus
Lesson # 1 – Road of Reality

Lesson Title:  Traveling the Dead End Road
Scripture Context:
Romans 3:23  
Memory Verse:  “Everyone has sinned. No one measures up to God’s glory” (Romans 3:23 NIRV). 
Lesson Goals:

Children will learn that sin separates people from God.

Children will realize they have sinned.

LARGE GROUP PORTION

Preparation:

Ask for God’s guidance as you prepare this lesson. You will need these items:

· Road maps

· Markers

· Bible

· String

· Paper

Opening:

(Divide the children into groups. Have children use markers to trace routes between different points on road maps).

Have you ever traveled a dead end road? (Allow for responses – “The road ended.” “We had to turn around.”)  Roads go everywhere but dead end roads go nowhere. Today, we will learn how sin is like a dead end road.   

Bible Point

Do you know what it means to sin? (Sin is anything we do that God says is wrong). When God created the world, there was no sin. We can read about how God created the world in Genesis, the first book of the Bible (Hold the Bible open to Genesis while you tell the story). God made a perfect world. He created the first people, Adam and Eve, and made a beautiful garden for them. Adam and Eve had everything they could want. They could enjoy all the animals and flowers. They could eat delicious fruits and plants. Best of all, God walked and talked with them at the end of each day. God loved Adam and Eve and gave them one important rule. He told them, “You must not eat fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. If you do, you can be sure that you will die” (Genesis 2:17 NIRV). God wanted Adam and Eve to love Him enough to obey Him.

One day, Satan came disguised as a serpent and told a lie about God. “God doesn’t want you to know what He knows,” said the serpent. “If you eat from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, you won’t die! You’ll be like God and can decide for yourself what’s right and wrong.” The fruit from the forbidden tree did look good…it probably would taste good, too. Could it make Adam and Eve like God? Now they had to choose. Adam and Eve could obey God or they could choose to go another way. Can you guess what happened? Yes, Adam and Eve chose to disobey God. They chose to help themselves to the fruit God told them not to eat. Adam and Eve sinned and, instead of gaining God’s knowledge, they came to a dead end in their relationship with Him. Instead of enjoying walking and talking with God, they hid from Him and tried to cover up what had happened. But, Adam and Eve could not change what they had done. Their sin separated them from God.

We may think to ourselves that we would never do what Adam and Eve did but the Bible tells us that everyone has sinned. That means you and me, and every person chooses to disobey God at some point. This is a sad truth but there is good news. We do not have to stay on sin’s dead end road!  In later lessons, we will learn how God made a way for us to come back to Him.

Activity:

(Lay string along the floor, winding it to create one or more paths. Write “dead end” on pieces of paper and place at the end of each path.)

Think of something that you know is sin. Remember, sin is any action that we know God says is wrong.  Choose a string path to follow.   No matter what path you choose, sin leads to a dead end.

Application:

When we disobey God, we sin. Sin is a dead end that separates us from God. Think about your actions. Are they leading you down a dead end road? 

Memory Verse:

“Everyone has sinned.  No one measures up to God’s glory” (Romans 3:23 NIRV). 

Have the children stand in a circle and say the verse together while pointing to someone else. Then, repeat the verse several times while children point to themselves. 
SMALL GROUP PORTION

Discussion Questions:

· What is sin? (Anything we do that we know God says is wrong)

· What are some actions or attitudes that you think are sin?

· Who has sinned? (Everyone, all people)

· Why did Adam and Eve sin? Did someone force them to disobey God? (Adam and Eve believed the serpent’s lie. They chose to disobey God.)

· What happens when we sin? (Sin is a dead end. It separates us from God.)

· What do you think is so bad about sin?
Personal Response:


Non-Readers: (Give each child paper and a black or dark crayon)

Have each child think of actions or attitudes in their own life that they know is sin. For each thought, have them make a mark on their piece of paper. Discuss how, just as the crayon leaves a mark on paper, our sins leave a permanent mark on our lives that we cannot remove or change. 


Readers: (Give each child paper and a permanent ink pen)

Have the children consider sinful actions or attitudes in their own lives that separate them from God. Allow them to create a private list. Discuss how people can try to hide their sins or even try to erase them but we cannot take back our sins or change what we have done.
SpringLife 2012 Children’s Lessons

Theme:  The Roads to Jesus
Lesson # 2 – Road of Sacrifice

Lesson Title:  Jesus Pays Our Toll
Scripture Context:
Romans 5:8  
Memory Verse:  “But here is how God has shown His love for us. While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8 NIRV). 

Lesson Goals:

Children will learn that Jesus died in our place.

LARGE GROUP PORTION

Preparation:

Ask for God’s guidance as you prepare this lesson. You will need these items:

· Broomstick

· Pennies

· Magazine pictures of famous or historical people or superheroes

· Pictures of Jesus or the cross

· Dictionaries

· Paper, pens and crayons

Opening:

(Form a tollgate with a broomstick and chairs. Have children use pennies to pay to pass through.)

Pretend this is a toll road gate. If you cannot pay the toll, you cannot use the toll road. But, suppose someone paid your toll for you? You would be free to pass through. Today, we will learn that Jesus paid the price to free us from sin.  

Bible Point:
Have you ever disobeyed your parents or broken a rule at school? What happened as a result? (I got in trouble; I was punished.) Your punishment was a consequence of your actions. When we disobey God, we are sinning. Sinning has consequences and a penalty, too.

How sad it was that Adam and Eve sinned! Now they would have to face the consequences of what they had done. They would have to leave the beautiful garden God made. The ground would grow weeds and thorns. Adam and Eve would have to work hard to grow food and raise a family. They would eventually grow old and die. 

Do you remember that God told Adam and Eve that if they ate from the fruit they would surely die? Part of the penalty for sin was that Adam and Eve were separated from God. This is spiritual death. In fact, because Adam and Eve sinned, every person sins and is separated from God! The Bible tells us we are dead in our sins. The awful price of sin is death.

Do you think God wants sin to separate people from Him? How do you think God feels about people? (He loves people.  He wants people to know Him.) How do you think God feels about sin? (Sad; angry; He hates it.) God is a loving God and He created people to know Him. But, God is also pure and holy and He will not put up with sin. Every human being faces the same penalty of sin. God knew that no person could ever save themselves or anyone else from sin.

God loves people so much that He wanted to save them even though they had disobeyed Him. He would pay the penalty for sin himself by sending His Son Jesus to take our punishment. God promised Adam and Eve that, someday, someone would come to destroy what the serpent had done. We can read in the Bible how God promised to send the Savior.

Many years went by and God remembered His promise. At just the right time, Jesus came. We can read in the Bible how He came as a little baby. The Bible also tells us how Jesus healed people and taught people about God. But, most importantly, we can read that Jesus came to sacrifice Himself for us by dying on the cross to pay for our sins.

Do you remember the game we played with the toll road gate? When Jesus sacrificed Himself, He paid a toll we could never pay. Jesus died for everyone’s sins and opened a way for us that leads back to God.  

Activity:

(Return to the tollgate activity. Display pictures of superheroes, famous or historical people, and Jesus, or the cross.) 

Pretend that the gate is God’s way out of sin. You can never pay the price to pass through. Some of these pictures show important or powerful people. Choose a picture that represents the One whose sacrifice will allow you to pass through the gate.   

Application:


Jesus sacrificed Himself to pay for all sin. He died for people who do bad things as well as people who do good deeds. Jesus died for everyone. Think about why He died for you.

Memory Verse:

“But here is how God has shown His love for us. While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8 NIRV).
(Draw a cross on paper. Fold the paper in half and draw a black heart. Fold the paper in half again and write the word “love.”)

Display the word “love” while the children say the first sentence. Open the first fold and display the black heart until the children get to the word “sinners.” Open the last fold and display the heart while the children say the remainder of the verse. 
SMALL GROUP PORTION

Discussion Questions:

· What is the penalty for sin? (Death)

· What other consequences did Adam and Eve face? (They had to leave the garden and work hard; they were separated from God; they would die.)

· Why could no person pay the price to be free of sin? (Because every person has sinned.)

· What do you think it means to sacrifice?
· Who sacrificed Himself to pay for our sins? (Jesus)

· What do you think Jesus gave up to be our Savior?
Personal Response:


Non-Readers: (Give each child a handful of pennies or pebbles)

Jesus gave up everything when He died for our sins. What are some things Jesus sacrificed for us? Help the children think of specific ways Jesus denied Himself. (He gave up Heaven, experienced hunger, pain, etc., and gave His life.) For each way, have the children discard one of their pennies. Continue until all the pennies are gone demonstrating that Jesus sacrificed everything on our behalf.   


Readers: (Divide the children in pairs or groups of two or three. Give each group a dictionary, pens and paper.)

Help the children look up the word “sacrifice” and come up with a definition in their own words. Then let them use their definition to describe what Jesus did when He sacrificed Himself for all humankind. 

SpringLife 2012 Children’s Lessons

Theme:  The Roads to Jesus
Lesson # 3 – Road of Life

Lesson Title:  One Way to Life
Scripture Context:
Romans 6:23 
Memory Verse:  “Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me’” (John 14:6 NIRV).


Lesson Goals:

Children will learn that only Jesus provides salvation.

Children will learn that salvation is a gift.

LARGE GROUP PORTION

Preparation:

Ask for God’s guidance as you prepare this lesson. You will need these items:

· Paper one-way arrow 

· Small treats

· Note cards

· Toys, storybooks, other objects of interest to children

Opening:

(Hide treats ahead of time. Draw a one-way arrow on paper and use it as a clue to point the children to the treats.)

When drivers see a one-way arrow, they know they can only go in the direction the arrow points. This one-way arrow pointed you toward a gift. Today, we will learn that Jesus is the one way to God’s gift of life.

Bible Point:
Do you like to receive gifts? What are some days when we might receive gifts? (Birthdays, Christmas.) We celebrate Jesus’ birth at Christmas. God gave us a very special gift when He sent Jesus. He gave us a Savior to die for our sins. Do you remember what the penalty is for sin? (Death.) The Bible says, “When you sin, the pay you get is death. But God gives you the gift of eternal life because of what Christ Jesus our Lord has done” (Romans 6:23 NIRV). 

When Jesus was on earth, He taught people about God and showed them God’s love. He healed the sick, made blind people see, and even brought some who had died back to life! But, Jesus knew that the most important thing He was going to do was to sacrifice himself for our sins. 

As the time for Him to die drew near, Jesus celebrated the Passover feast with His disciples. As they shared the meal together, Jesus began to speak to them about what was going to happen. He said, “I will be with you only a little longer . . .” (John 13:33 NIRV). The disciples did not understand that Jesus was going to die. 

Jesus knew the disciples did not understand what He was saying. He knew His words bothered them and made them feel sad. Jesus said, “‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God. Trust in me also. There are many rooms in my Father’s house . . . I am going there to prepare a place for you. If I go and do that, I will come back. And I will take you to be with me. Then you will also be where I am. You know the way to the place where I am going.’
“Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we don’t know where you are going. So how can we know the way?’
“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me’” (John 14:1-6 NIRV). 
Jesus was telling His disciples that the one way to God’s gift of salvation and life was through Him! Salvation is a gift to anyone who comes to Jesus. He is our one-way street to eternal life.  
Activity:

(Have children pantomime activities they might do to earn money. Then have them pantomime receiving and opening a gift.)

Jesus said He is the only way to the life God offers and it is not something we can earn. The good news is that Jesus offers salvation as a free gift when we come to Him.   

Application:


You cannot earn salvation by being good or going to church. Jesus is the one way to life. Talk to Him about receiving God’s gift.  

Memory Verse:

“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me’” (John 14:6 NIRV).
Divide children into three groups. Have each group create a hand motion for one of the words: way, truth, or life. Have each group teach the others the motion they made as they say the verse. Have all the children say the verse together. 
SMALL GROUP PORTION

Discussion Questions:

· What payment do you get for sin? (Death)
· What gift does God give us? (Life, salvation)
· Why do you think the disciples felt sad when Jesus was talking to them?
· To whom can we go to receive God’s gift? (Jesus)
· How is Jesus the way, the truth and the life?
Personal Response:


Non-Readers: (Draw a cross on several note cards.) 

Arrange objects such as toys, pictures, or storybooks on an area of floor. Intersperse the cards with the cross to form a “way” to the other side. Have children follow the one way that will get them to the other side. Discuss how there are many things we can have or do but Jesus is the only way to life.

Readers: (Write the word Jesus on several note cards. On others, write both good and bad phrases such as, “attend church” or “disobey parents.”)  

Lay the cards on an area of floor with the cards reading “Jesus” interspersed to form a “way” to the other side. Have children follow the one way that will get them to the other side. Discuss how good deeds are important but Jesus is the only way to life.

SpringLife 2012 Children’s Lessons

Theme:  The Roads to Jesus

Lesson # 4 – Road of Salvation/Confession

Lesson Title:  Making a U-Turn
Scripture Context:
Romans 10:13 
Memory Verse:  “Scripture says, ‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved’” (Romans 10:13 NIRV).


Lesson Goals:

Children will learn they can call on Jesus for salvation.

Children will learn that salvation means a change.

LARGE GROUP PORTION

Preparation:

Ask for God’s guidance as you prepare this lesson. You will need these items:

· Posters or paper

· Markers

· Crayons and pencils

Opening:

(Use markers and paper or posters to make road signs that read: dead-end, toll road, one-way and U-turn. Choose children to hold the road signs.)

We are on a dead-end road because of sin. Jesus paid for our sin when He sacrificed Himself for us. He is the one way to salvation. This is a u-turn sign. It means to turn around. Today, we will learn that calling on Jesus brings a complete turnaround in us. 

Bible Point:  Taken from Luke 19

Zacchaeus wished he could change. Some people might have thought he had everything he could want because he had a lot of money, but Zacchaeus was not happy. Zacchaeus was a tax collector. It was his job to make sure people paid their taxes, but he became rich by cheating people. He made them pay more than they owed. How do you think others felt about Zacchaeus? What do you think God thought about Zacchaeus’ behavior?

One day, Zacchaeus heard that Jesus was passing through town! Zacchaeus had heard about Jesus. He heard others talk about the miracles Jesus did and the things Jesus said. He heard how people were changed when they came to Jesus. Could Jesus change him if Zacchaeus asked Him? He had to see Jesus! 

Zacchaeus hurried to the street where Jesus was going to pass by. A crowd was already there and, everywhere he looked, Zacchaeus could see people lining the road. Zacchaeus could not see! He was too short to see over the shoulders of those around him and no one would move over for him. Desperately, Zacchaeus looked around. There! He remembered the big sycamore tree that stood by the road! Quickly, Zacchaeus climbed up the tree just as Jesus was coming down the road. Imagine Zacchaeus’ surprise when Jesus reached the spot and stopped! Jesus looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down at once. I must stay at your house today.” Zacchaeus was so glad! He climbed down and welcomed Jesus but the people grumbled. “Look at that,” they whispered, “He’s gone to be the guest of a sinner!” Do you think Jesus knew about Zacchaeus’ sins? Yes, Jesus knew all about Zacchaeus but He still wanted to visit with Him. The Scripture says, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” (Romans 10:13 NIRV). “Everyone” includes people like Zacchaeus.

Because of his visit with Jesus, Zacchaeus made a complete turn in his behavior.  He confessed to Jesus the bad things he had done. He told Jesus, “If I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay it back. I will pay back four times the amount I took.” Zacchaeus promised to give half of his riches to help the poor instead of keeping it all for himself. Then Jesus told Zacchaeus, “Today, salvation has come to your house.” Zacchaeus was changed!
Activity:

(Choose one child to be “it” and another to be “the helper.” Have children walk around the room. If touched by “it,” children must stand still. They may call out or signal to “the helper” who will touch them so they may move again.)

Whether you used your voice or signaled with your hand, calling on “the helper” rescued you in our game. Jesus hears us, no matter how we call out to Him. He saves us from our sins when we call and confess to Him our need for salvation.

Application:


The name of Jesus is not a magic word. Calling on Him also means confessing or admitting our sins. Jesus promises to save us if we call on Him. What things do you need to confess to Jesus?

Memory Verse:

“Scripture says, ‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved’” (Romans 10:13 NIRV).

Write the verse on a marker board. Have children say the verse and take turns choosing one word to cover or erase. Repeat the verse each time until children can say it with no words showing. 

SMALL GROUP PORTION

Discussion Questions:

· Whom does Jesus promise to save if they call on Him? (Everyone)
· Why do you think Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus?
· What did Zacchaeus do when he couldn’t see through the crowd? (He did not give up; he climbed a tree so that he could see.)
· What did the people do when Jesus wanted to go to Zacchaeus’ house? (They grumbled because Jesus was going to visit a “sinner.”
· How did meeting Jesus change Zacchaeus? (He promised to pay back what he had cheated from the people. He gave some of his wealth to help the poor.)
· What do you think Jesus meant when he said, “Today, salvation has come to your house”?
Personal Response:


Non-Readers:  (Give the children paper and crayons) 

Zacchaeus didn’t say a word while he was sitting in the tree but Jesus “heard” Him anyway. Zacchaeus was changed when he met Jesus. Have the children call to Jesus by drawing a picture of something they would like to confess to Jesus. Encourage the children to talk quietly to Jesus about what they drew as you lead them in prayer.   

Readers:  (Give the children pencils and paper) 

Zacchaeus didn’t say a word while he was sitting in the tree but Jesus “heard” him anyway. Zacchaeus was changed when he met Jesus. Have the children call to Jesus by writing a private letter. Encourage the children to think about how Jesus can change them. Have the children quietly read their letters to Jesus in prayer.  
SpringLife 2012 Children’s Lessons
Theme:  The Roads to Jesus
Lesson # 5 – Road of Relationship

Lesson Title:  Traveling the Road Together
Scripture Context:
Luke 24:13-34 
Memory Verse:  “. . . And you can be sure that I am always with you, to the very end” (Matthew 28:20 NIRV).
Lesson Goals:

Children will be aware that Jesus is with them.

Children will learn to recognize Jesus in their lives.

LARGE GROUP PORTION

Preparation:

Ask for God’s guidance as you prepare this lesson. You will need these items:

· Paper

· Crayons

· Ball

· Bible storybooks

· Chorus CD’s with player

· Bibles

Opening:

(Have children take turns standing behind the class and say something about themselves while disguising their voices. Have the class try to guess who is speaking.)

Can you guess who is speaking?  The more we know someone, the easier it is to recognize them, even when we cannot see them. Today we will learn that the more we know Jesus, the better able we are to sense that He is with us.    

Bible Point:  Taken from Luke 24 
Traveling together makes just about any trip better than traveling alone. Cleopas and his friend needed each other very much on the trip they were taking.  The two were traveling together from Jerusalem to the town of Emmaus but it was not a happy trip. They had been in Jerusalem for the Passover and saw Jesus die on the cross.  Now, as they sadly walked the seven miles to Emmaus they talked about what had happened. 

There were not many people on the road that day but suddenly a man joined them. He was going the same way they were going, so the three of them walked together.  After greeting each other, the stranger asked, “What are you talking about?”

The two friends looked very sad. “You must be the only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know what has happened there!” said Cleopas.

“What things?” asked the stranger.

“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they said at once.  “We are followers of His and hoped He was the one to save Israel but He was crucified on a cross. It’s been three days since this happened and now, this morning, some women went to the tomb but they could not find His body.  They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said He was alive.  Some of our friends went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see Jesus.” 

“You are having a hard time believing what the Scriptures say about the Savior,” said the stranger. Then He began teaching them what the Bible said about how the Savior would suffer and die for everyone’s sins.  

The two men listened to everything the stranger said. How nice, they thought for this stranger to walk with them and comfort them.  They were so intent on listening they suddenly realized they were already in Emmaus. “Look,” they said. “It’s getting late, please stay with us and we can talk some more.”  So, the stranger went in to stay with them. As they sat down to eat, the stranger gave thanks and broke the bread to serve it to them.  Cleopas and his friend gasped!  The stranger was Jesus! Suddenly they recognized Him but as soon as they knew Him, He disappeared from their sight!

The two men were amazed and excited that Jesus walked with them on the road and cared enough about them to calm their sadden hearts. “Didn’t our hearts burn within us as He spoke with us on the road?” they asked.  The men immediately put on their coats and shoes and headed for the door. “We’ve got to tell the disciples what happened.   It is true that Jesus is alive and He walked with us!”  This time, the trip was a happy one as they traveled together and, for the second time, the seven miles between Emmaus and Jerusalem didn’t seem very long at all!

Activity:

(Give the children paper and crayons and encourage them to draw a picture of themselves performing everyday activities.)

Jesus wants to have a relationship with us.  He promises never to leave us. He is with us, even when we go about our daily routine. (Lead the children in prayer, thanking Jesus that He is with us throughout each day.)

Application:


The more you get to know Jesus, the more you will recognize Him in your life. What are you doing to get to know Jesus?

Memory Verse:

Jesus promises “. . . And you can be sure that I am always with you, to the very end” (Matthew 28:20 NIRV).
Have children stand in a circle. Say the verse together, tossing a ball for each word as the group says it. If someone drops the ball, that person must say as much of the verse as possible before the ball is set in motion again.
SMALL GROUP PORTION

Discussion Questions:

· What had Cleopas and his friend witnessed in Jerusalem? (Jesus’ death on a cross) 

· Why do you think those events made the two friends sad?
· What things did the stranger (Jesus) talk about on the walk to Emmaus? (What the Bible says about Christ suffering and dying for sins)

· What happened when the disciples finally recognized Jesus? (He disappeared from their sight.)
· How do you think Jesus keeps His promise to be with us today?
Personal Response:


Non-Readers:  (Provide Bible storybooks with pictures, Kid’s choruses CD’s,) 

We can grow in our relationship with Jesus as we get to know Him. What are some ways we can get to know Jesus? Discuss ways the children can get to know Jesus such as, listening to stories and songs about Him, talking to Him in prayer, and going to church. Lead the children in prayer and encourage them to look at the picture storybooks or listen to the music as time allows.

Readers:  (Give each child a Bible or allow them to work in groups or pairs.) 

We can grow in our relationship with Jesus as we get to know Him. The Bible says a lot about Jesus. Lead the children in prayer, then have them find the following verses to learn just a few things the Bible says about Jesus (you may also think of others): John 1:1; 1 John 4:14; Philippians 2:5-8; Isaiah 61:1. 

SpringLife 2012 Children’s Lessons
Theme:  The Roads to Jesus
Lesson # 6 – Road of Instruction

Lesson Title:  Following God’s Directions
Scripture Context:
Deuteronomy 6 
Memory Verse:  “I have hidden your word in my heart so that I won’t sin against you” (Psalm 119:11 NIRV)
Lesson Goals:

Children will learn the importance of following God’s instructions.

Children will understand the Bible is God’s instructions.

LARGE GROUP PORTION

Preparation:

Ask for God’s guidance as you prepare this lesson. You will need these items:

· Bibles

Opening:

(Have a volunteer wait in a designated area. Give the class directions on where to find your volunteer. Have the children follow your instructions to bring the volunteer back to the classroom.)

Has your family ever had to ask for directions while traveling? Knowing where to go is important. My directions led to our volunteer. What do you think would have happened if you had ignored my instructions? Today we will learn that God gives us important instructions to direct our lives.

Bible Point:  Taken from Deuteronomy 6

The Bible tells us how God rescued the Israelites from slavery in Egypt. He performed many miracles to bring them out and used Moses to lead them toward a land He promised them. Along the way, God led His people to a place where He could give them His good laws so the people would know how to live.  Moses said to the people, “The Lord your God has directed me to teach you His commands, rules and laws . . .” We know some of God’s good laws. Can you think of any? (The Ten Commandments, love one another, children obey your parents, etc.)  Then Moses gave the people this important instruction, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul. Love Him with all your strength.” God wanted the people to follow His instructions because they loved Him.
God instructed Moses to say, “The commandments I give you today must be in your hearts. Make sure your children learn them. Talk about them when you are at home. Talk about them when you walk along the road. Speak about them when you go to bed. And speak about them when you get up. Write them down and tie them on your hands as a reminder. Also tie them on your foreheads. Write them on the doorframes of your houses. Also write them on your gates” (Deuteronomy 6:6-9 NIRV). God knew that, by doing these things, the people would remember His instructions. Then, whenever something happened, the people would know what to do because they would know what God said.

The same is true for us, today.  The Bible says, “I have hidden your word in my heart so that I won’t sin against you” (Psalm 119:11 NIRV). We can know God’s instructions as we learn from the Bible. We can learn how God wants us to live. Then, just like the Israelites, whenever something happens, we can know what to do. 

Activity:

Divide the children into two or more groups. Let the groups act out a favorite Bible story. For each story, discuss what choices the characters made and what we can learn from that story that instructs us how to live. 

Application:


God encouraged the Israelites to talk about His commandments often. Talk with your family or friends about God’s instructions. Read the Bible or have someone read Bible stories to you. Think about God’s instructions as you go about your day. 

Memory Verse:

“I have hidden your word in my heart so that I won’t sin against you” (Psalm 119:11 NIRV).
Give each child a Bible. Have them hold the Bible over their hearts as they say the verse. Have them shake their heads no as they say, “won’t sin” and point upward to represent “you” (God).
SMALL GROUP PORTION

Discussion Questions:

· What important instruction did Moses give the people? (To love God with all their heart, soul and strength)

· How does loving God make it easier to follow His instructions?
· What are some things God told the Israelites to do to remember His laws? (Talk about them when you are at home or out, when you go to bed or get up. Write them down, post them on your door or gate.)

· What are some ways we can hide God’s word in our hearts?
· How does knowing God’s word help us?
Personal Response:


Non-Readers:  (Place a Bible in view of the children. Tell the children the following scenario; then have the children move forward and place their hands on the Bible if they know what God would have them do. Discuss their answers. You can make up other scenarios as time allows.) 

If we know God’s instructions, we will know what we should do. Imagine you are with a friend at the store. You and your friend would both like to have some of the candy that is for sale but you have no money. “Maybe we should just take it,” your friend says. What should you do and why? 

Readers:  (Give each child a Bible and have them open to Deuteronomy 5. Tell the children the following scenario. Have them search the chapter for instructions that will tell them what they should do. You can make up other scenarios as time allows.)

If we know God’s instructions, we will know what we should do. Imagine you are with a friend at the store. You and your friend would both like to have some of the candy that is for sale but you have no money. “Maybe we should just take it,” your friend says. What should you do and why? 

SpringLife 2012 Children’s Lessons
Theme:  The Roads to Jesus
Lesson # 7 – Road of Trust

Lesson Title:  Let God Do the Driving
Scripture Context:  Ruth 1
Memory Verse:  “Trust in the Lord with all your heart. Do not depend on your own understanding” (Proverbs 3:5 NIRV).
Lesson Goals:

Children will learn that they can trust God with their lives.

LARGE GROUP PORTION

Preparation:

Ask for God’s guidance as you prepare this lesson. You will need these items:

· String

· Ping Pong balls

· Straws

· Scarves or materials to use as blindfolds

· Dried beans

· Container with a plastic lid
Opening:

(Lay string on the floor to make a line. Divide the children into pairs and give each pair a Ping Pong ball and each child a straw. Using the straws, have one child blow the Ping Pong ball toward the line while the other tries to blow the ball in another direction.)

When riding in a car, do you trust the driver? What do you think would happen if you grabbed the steering wheel? (You could cause a wreck.) Trying to direct Ping Pong balls while someone interferes gets the same result. Today, let’s learn how to trust God to direct our lives.

Bible Point:  Taken from Ruth 1

Ruth lived in a land called Moab. The people of Moab did not know God.  They did not follow God the way the Israelites did. They worshiped idols instead.  Perhaps Ruth wished there was someone she could trust to guide her. Perhaps she wished there really was a God to help her.
One day a new family moved nearby. This family was from Israel. They had come to Moab because there was a famine in the land of Israel, and they did not have enough to eat. In this family was the mom, Naomi, the dad, Elimelech, and their two grown sons, Mahlon and Kilion.  As Ruth came to know their family, she learned about their belief in God. Maybe Ruth wondered if the God of Israel could be her God too.

Then, Naomi’s husband died and she was left with her two sons. Ruth became part of the family when she married one of Naomi’s sons. Naomi’s other son married a girl named, Orpah. Ten years passed and then tragedy struck again. Both Mahlon and Kilion died. How sad for Naomi, Ruth and Orpah! “Can Naomi trust God now?” thought Ruth. “Can I trust Him?”

Naomi was homesick and lonely. “I want to go back to my homeland,” she said. So, Naomi left Moab and started the journey back to the land of Israel. Ruth and Orpah began the journey with her but Naomi stopped them. “Go back,” she told them. “I don’t have any more sons. You are young and you will want to get married again. If you go with me I don’t know what your life will be like.” Orpah listened to Naomi. Orpah kissed Naomi goodbye. However, Ruth did not want to go back. “Look,” Naomi told Ruth, “your sister-in-law is going home to her people and her gods.”

Ruth knew she wanted to follow the one true God. Ruth wanted to trust Him no matter what happened. “Don’t try to make me leave you and go back,” she said. “Where you go I’ll go. Where you stay I’ll stay. Your people will be my people. Your God will be my God.” 

Ruth made her decision. She went with Naomi and trusted God with her life. And, do you know what? God took care of Ruth and Naomi. God provided Ruth with a new husband. Ruth and her new husband had a baby and that made Grandma Naomi very happy. The new baby was named Obed. When he grew up, he became the grandpa of King David. Ruth trusted God with her life and we can trust Him with ours too!    

Activity:

(Create a simple obstacle course with chairs. Divide the class into pairs with one child wearing a blindfold while the other leads his or her partner safely around the obstacles. Children may then switch places.)

When you were wearing the blindfold, was it easy for you to trust your partner? Trust means having confidence in someone to do the right thing for you. When you trust God, you have confidence in Him, even when you don’t understand how He is leading you. 

Application:


We can trust God even when we can’t understand how He is leading us. When anything happens and you don’t know what to do or how things will work out, make it a habit to say, “Lord, I am trusting you with this.” 

Memory Verse:

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart. Do not depend on your own understanding” (Proverbs 3:5 NIRV).
Write each word of the verse on a piece of paper. Jumble the words and have the children arrange them in the correct order to complete the verse; then say the verse together. 
SMALL GROUP PORTION

Discussion Questions:

· In what land did Ruth live? (Moab)
· What did the people of Moab worship? (Idols)
· How do you think Ruth learned about the one true God?
· What tragedies caused Naomi to return to her homeland? (Her husband and sons died.)
· Why do you think Ruth chose to go with Naomi?
· How did God provide for Ruth and Naomi? (He gave Ruth a new husband and family and Naomi a grandson.)
Personal Response:


Non-Readers:  (Give each child a handful of beans. Cut a small hole in the plastic lid of a container)   

We can trust God with anything. What are some situations in which we can trust God? (Suggest different situations and pass the can with the hole in the lid. If a child wants to trust God for that situation, have them drop a bean through the hole in the lid.) Ideas for situations include being afraid (of storms or a new school), feeling lonely (moving or a death in the family), or not knowing what is going to happen.  

Readers:  (Give each child a Bible. If enough Bibles aren’t available, children may share)

We can trust God with anything. What are some situations in which we can trust God? (Suggest different situations and help the children look up the verses that speak to that situation. Here are a few: Being afraid - Psalm 56:3; Being anxious or nervous - Isaiah 26:3-4; Being sure of God’s care - Nahum 1:7; Having hope and joy - Romans 15:13; God’s continued presence - Psalm 9:10).

SpringLife 2012 Children’s Lessons

Theme:  The Roads to Jesus
Lesson # 8 – Road of Obedience

Lesson Title:  Obeying the Rules of the Road
Scripture Context:
Matthew 7:13-15
Memory Verse:  “You have given me rules that I must obey completely”   (Psalm 119:4 NIRV).
Lesson Goals:

Children will understand that God’s rules are for our good.

Children will learn that we are to obey God’s rules.

LARGE GROUP PORTION

Preparation:

Ask for God’s guidance as you prepare this lesson. You will need these items:

· Masking tape

· Candy bars

· Marbles

· Blocks

· Bibles

Opening:

(Use tape to create a road with two lanes. Make boundary lines and a centerline. Make part of the centerline dashed for a passing zone. Have the children move back and forth as traffic in the two lanes)

What do you think is the purpose of road lines? (They show where the lanes are, give instructions). Boundaries are important. What do you think would happen if people ignored the boundaries? (It would cause crashes) We will learn that God gives us rules as boundaries that we need to obey.  

Bible Point:  Taken from Daniel 3

Have you ever heard someone say, “Everyone is doing it?” Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego heard people say that. They came to Babylon as captives but were to be trained to serve the king. They were to be given special rich food from the king’s own table but Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego remembered God’s command to keep themselves pure. They refused to eat the king’s rich food and wine.

Others may have said, “Forget God’s commands! We live here now and everyone is doing it.” However, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego obeyed God and after the training period, they were healthier than the rest.

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego worked well and the king of Babylon was pleased with them. Then the king had an idea. He made a statue of gold that was ninety feet high! He sent messengers to say to those who worked for him, “Here is what the king commands you to do. You will soon hear all kinds of music. When you do, you must fall down and worship the gold statue. If you don’t, you will be thrown into a blazing furnace right away.” When the music played, everyone bowed to worship the gold statue. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego remembered God’s command not to worship any idol. They obeyed God and refused to bow down. Others may have pleaded with them, “Bow down! Everyone else is doing it!”

The king was furious. He offered Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego another chance to bow down but they replied, “You might throw us into the blazing furnace but our God is able to bring us out of it alive.” They added, “But we want you to know this. Even if we knew that our God wouldn’t save us, we still wouldn’t serve your gods. We wouldn’t worship the gold statue you set up” (Daniel 3:18).
So the king threw Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego into the furnace. Then the king said, “Look! They are walking around in the fire unharmed and a fourth man is with them!” The king called Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to come out of the furnace. He saw that they were not burned; they didn’t even smell like smoke! The king said, “May the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be praised! He has sent His angel and saved His servants. They trusted in Him. They refused to obey my command. They were willing to give up their lives. They would rather die than serve or worship any god except their own God” (Daniel 3:28 NIRV).

When Jesus was on earth, He instructed the people, “Enter God’s kingdom through the narrow gate. The gate is large and the road is wide that lead to death and hell. Many people go that way. But the gate is small and the road is narrow that lead to life. Only a few people find it” (Matthew 7:13-14 NIRV).
We shouldn’t do something we know is wrong because everyone is doing it. If we obey God’s rules, like Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, we’ll stay on the road that leads to life!

Activity:

(Give each child a candy bar. Have the children listen to the suggestions and take a bite of the candy, if they would choose to follow the suggestion. Afterward, allow the children to eat the candy.)

What if: Some friends suggest going into a store that sells things that do not honor Jesus. What if: Some friends invite a new child to join the group. What if: Someone asked you to lie. God gives us commands that serve as boundaries. He expects us to obey them.

Application:


Think about God’s rules. How are they like boundaries for you? Will you choose to do what everyone else is doing? Or, will you choose to obey God?  

Memory Verse:

“You have given me rules that I must obey completely” (Psalm 119:4 NIRV).
Have children toss a ball while quoting the verse. When the verse is completed, have whomever is holding the ball answer a question such as: What has God given us? How must we obey them? Etc.
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Discussion Questions:

· How were Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego first challenged to disobey God? (They were tempted to eat the rich food and wine of Babylon.)

· When is it ever okay to ignore God’s rules? (There is never a time. We should always obey God.)

· Has there ever been a time when you chose to obey God no matter what everybody else was doing?
· Which of God’s commands would keep Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego from worshiping the king’s statue? (You shall have no other gods; you shall not make an idol.)

· Who do you think was the fourth man in the fire?
· How do we enter God’s Kingdom through the narrow gate? (Accepting Jesus as our Savior)

· How do we stay on the narrow road that leads to life? (By obeying God completely)

Personal Response:


Non-Readers:  (Give each child a marble and a few blocks. Have the children roll a marble across a table so that it falls off the other side. Then, have the children think of some of God’s rules. Use a block to represent each rule. Place the blocks on the table to form a boundary. Roll the marbles again, letting the blocks prevent the marbles from going over the edge.)

God’s rules form boundaries for our good. When we obey His rules, we are kept safe on the road of life.  

Readers:  (Give each child a Bible or have the children share Bibles. Have the children look up verses that highlight some of God’s rules. Discuss what rule the verse is talking about and ways we can obey these rules. Here are just a few: Proverbs 12:22, Colossians 3:9, Ephesians 6:1, Exodus 20:15, Ephesians 4:32, James 4:17.)

God’s rules form boundaries for our good. When we obey His rules, we are kept safe on the road of life.
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