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Children’s Lesson – Week 1

Plug-In to God
Scripture Context:  Acts 10:1-8
Memory Verse:   Hebrews 10:22 (NIrV) “So let us come near to God with an honest and true heart. Let us come near with a faith that is sure and strong.”
Lesson Goals:  Children will understand how to draw closer to God

LARGE GROUP PORTION

Lesson Preparation:

Pray. Read Acts 10:1-8. Read Hebrews 10:22. Gather 8.5x11 paper, tape, heavy duty extension cord, table lamp or other electric light, markers.
Opening:

Play Blob Tag. Start this tag game with two people as the “blob”. They have to lock their arms together and cannot come apart. Once the “blob” tags someone, they become part of the “blob” and add to the end. The “blob” becomes bigger and bigger. Only the ends of the “blob” can tag someone, so players can run through the “blob”, if possible, without getting tagged.

Say: This was a different game of tag where the object was to be connected with each other – not run away from each other.  We’re going to talk about ways that we can be closer to and connected with God.
Bible Point:

In Acts Chapter 10, verses 1-8, we read about a man named Cornelius. He was a very good man who loved God. The Bible tells us that he feared and respected God. He was very generous and gave to people in need. Also, he prayed on a regular basis.  

It was clear that Cornelius was used to talking to and listening to God because when one of God’s messengers showed up at three in the afternoon, Cornelius immediately saw the angel, paid close attention, and asked the messenger what he needed him to do. The messenger told Cornelius that because he was such a faithful follower of God, he had been chosen to be in charge of an important task.  

Cornelius’ job was to go to a city called Joppa and get a man named Peter. In the next few weeks we are going to find out why it was so important to get Peter. Cornelius lived in a place called Caesarea. Cornelius knew it was important so right away he got two of his servants and one of his best soldiers to go to Joppa and get Peter.  

It was a good thing Cornelius was very faithful to God and used to talking to and listening to God. If he had not been faithful, he would not have been honored and chosen for the important task. He may not have paid attention to the messenger. He may have missed out on the instructions for the important job. Because he was a faithful follower of God, he was going to be used in a big plan.   

Activity: 
If you have large group of children, break down into smaller groups for this activity. 

Say: Let’s think of the ways Cornelius connected to God and other ways we can be close to God.  Write each idea in big letters on a piece of paper.  (answers may include: accepting Jesus as our Savior*, prayer, worship, praise, singing to God, listening to God, giving, obeying, going to church, reading the Bible, learning about God, etc.) *Be sure this is included so you can offer opportunity for children to receive salvation later.

If the children broke into small groups, bring them back together as a large group. Show the children the lamp, turned off and plugged into the heavy duty extension cord. Do not plug the extension cord into the wall outlet yet. 

Say:  This lamp is like us. We are dark and not very useful by ourselves. But we can do some things that will make a big difference in our lives. Share with me the ideas you wrote on the papers about how we can connect to God.  

Starting close to the lamp, tape the idea papers one by one onto the extension cord, moving down the cord toward the plug end. When all the idea papers are attached,

Say: You have done a great job thinking of ways to connect to God. Sometimes it may be hard to do some of these things because we cannot see God and it may feel funny to talk to or worship someone you can’t see. But we know that God is real. Just like we know that electricity is real. We can’t see the electricity that is in this outlet, but we know that it is there because things happen when we plug something into it. (Plug extension cord in so that lamp comes on.) When we are plugged in to Jesus he lights up our life! And when we are lit up with Jesus we can see things more clearly, the way Cornelius saw the messenger. An unplugged lamp is not much good, but God can use us for important jobs when we are plugged into Him.

Application:
Are you plugged into Jesus?  Have you asked Jesus to come into your life? 
Memory Verse: 
Hebrews 10:22 (NIrV) “So let us come near to God with an honest and true heart. Let us come near with a faith that is sure and strong.”
Say this verse together as a group and then have each student turn to the person on their right and each say it, then turn to the person on their left and each say it. 


SMALL GROUP PORTION
Discussion Questions:

· What are some ways you connect with God?  

· The Bible story said that Cornelius prayed on a regular basis. How often do you think that he prayed? 

· How often should we connect with God? On Sundays? A few times a week? Everyday? 

· Why is it important for us to plug into God? (to be close to Him, so we can know when he has something important for us to do, so he can light up our lives)
· The memory verse says that we should draw near to God with a sincere heart. What is a sincere heart? (It means we really mean that we love Him and want to know Him more.)
Personal Response:

Non-Readers: 
Ask: Are you plugged into Jesus? Is your light shining for Him? Sing “This Little Light of Mine.”
Readers:  
Look up Daniel 6:10.  Read about another man who connected with God on a regular basis.
Talk about similarities between the way Daniel and Cornelius connected with God. (Both prayed to God on a regular basis throughout the day.)

What can you do to connect with God this week?

Memory Verse:  
Repeat together:
Hebrews 10:22 (NIrV) “So let us come near to God with an honest and true heart. Let us come near with a faith that is sure and strong.”
Children’s Lesson – Week 2

Obey God – Even when it Doesn’t Make Sense
Scripture Context:  Acts 10:9-23a
Memory Verse:   Jeremiah 42:6a (NIrV) “It doesn't matter whether what you say is in our favor or not. We're asking you to pray to the Lord our God. And we'll obey him.”
Lesson Goals:  Children will learn importance of obeying God, even when it doesn’t make sense.

LARGE GROUP PORTION

Preparation:  
Pray. Read Acts 10:9-23a. Read Genesis 22:1-13. Gather four sheets of poster board, crayons or markers. Print each word of the memory verse on a separate piece of brightly colored paper. (Using bright colors adds interest, helps children focus, and improves learning and memory.)
Opening:  

Divide children into four groups. Provide sheet of poster board to each group. You will give a different instruction to each of the four groups. While doing the activity the children may ask “Why are we doing this?” or “What are we going to do with the pictures?”  Allow them to ask questions and reply with comments such as, “I don’t know why. We just have to follow the instructions. This is what we were asked to do, so we need to do it. It may not make much sense, but it’s what we need to do. Maybe we will find out later what it means.”

Give Group 1 these instructions: Draw and color an oval or round race track on the poster board.  (Do not tell them, but this drawing should look like the letter “O”.)

Give Group 2 these instructions: Draw two giant hills side by side and color them. (Do not tell them, but this drawing, when turned on its side, should look like the letter “B”.)

Give Group 3 these instructions: Draw a long, straight road along the bottom of the poster board.  Draw a tall skinny building at one end of the road. Draw a tall skinny building in the middle of the road. Draw a tall skinny building at the other end of the road. (Do not tell them, but this drawing, when turned on its side, should look like the letter “E”.)

Give Group 4 these instructions:  Draw only the body and two legs of a stick man. (Do not tell them, but this drawing, when turned upside down, should look like the letter “Y”.)

Say: Thank you for following the directions. It may not seem to make much sense right now, but we will find out later how they go together. Right now we are going to hear a Bible story about a man who got instructions that didn’t make much sense either.
Bring the groups together for the Bible Point.

Bible Point:  
Last week we learned about a man named Cornelius who got a special assignment from God to send for Peter. Remember that he got that assignment because he was devoted and plugged-in to God. Cornelius got right on the job and sent two of his servants and one of his soldiers to a place called Joppa to get Peter.  

Today we are looking at the next part of the story in Acts chapter 10, verses 9-23. The three men were traveling to Joppa to find Peter. Meanwhile, Peter was at his house and he had gone up on the roof of his house to pray and get some lunch. You see, Peter, like Cornelius, was very devoted to God. After he had spent some time praying, and while he was waiting for his lunch to be prepared, Peter fell asleep. During his sleep he had a vision of all kinds of animals. Peter heard a voice in his dream that he knew was the voice of God. The voice of God told Peter to get up and kill the animals and eat them. Peter thought this was very strange. Two more times he saw the vision and heard the voice give him the instructions. Peter got up from his nap and scratched his head. He didn’t understand what this dream meant. The Jewish law that Peter followed did not allow him to eat the meat of certain kinds of animals because they were considered to be bad or unclean, so it didn’t make sense to Peter that he would get a vision with the instruction to eat the meat of these animals.

While Peter was thinking about the dream and trying to understand why he got this instruction, he got another instruction. The Lord told Peter that three men were looking for him and that when they came, he should go with them. Sure enough, Peter went down from his rooftop and there were the three men that Cornelius had sent. He did not know these men. They asked him to come with them back to see Cornelius.

Now Peter had gotten several instructions that didn’t make much sense to him. He had a choice to do what God told him to do, or just ignore the instructions since none of them made sense. Let’s bring our posters together and see if they can give us a clue about what Peter did.

Activity: 
In no particular order, have a child from each group present the poster and explain the drawing. 

Ask: What clues do these drawings give about what Peter decided to do? (Drawings may lead them to say that he decided to go for a walk, travel over hills and through cities, on the road back to Cornelius.)

After discussion of the clues, give children instructions that will result in the posters being turned and in correct positions to display “OBEY”

Say: Now it may be clear that Peter chose to OBEY what God told him to do. Even though it didn’t make any sense to him and he did not understand why he needed to go, Peter trusted God and went with the men and traveled back to Cornelius. Peter still wasn’t sure what to do about eating the meat of the animals, but he figured he would go with the men and God would make it clear to him. Next week we will continue the story and find out what happened when Peter went to see Cornelius.

Application:
Are there times when it is hard for you to obey?
Memory Verse: 
Jeremiah 42:6a (NIrV) “It doesn't matter whether what you say is in our favor or not. We're asking you to pray to the Lord our God. And we'll obey him.”

Pass out the memory verse pages in scrambled order to various children. Have the children stand in front of the group holding the pages so the group can see them. Have the children help to unscramble the words to put the memory verse in order.  Repeat the verse aloud several times for reinforcement and memory.
SMALL GROUP PORTION

Discussion Questions:

· Has your parent or teacher ever asked you to do something and you didn’t understand why?

· What did you do?  Why?

· When is it hard for you to obey?

· God told Peter to go with the men.  What other things may God ask us to do?

· What should we do when God asks us to do something?

Personal Response:

Non-Readers: 
Option 1: Ask children to play a game of trust with you by having them fall back and catch them in your arms.  Promise them that you will catch them and give reassurance.  As they fall back in your arms have them say, “I will obey God”.
Option 2: If children feel uneasy falling backwards catch children when they jump down from a chair, saying as they jump, “I will obey God.”

Say: We can obey God, even when things don’t make sense, because we can trust that He will take care of us.
Readers: 
Say: Let’s look at someone else in the Bible who got some confusing instructions from God. Open your Bible to Genesis 22:1-13 and let’s read about Abraham.  
Say:  Abraham had a choice to make, just like Peter. Abraham also chose to obey God, even though it didn’t make sense. In the end, Abraham learned that he could trust God to provide what he needed.

Ask: Do you trust God? Can you obey what He asks you to do even if it doesn’t make sense?
Say: God always keeps His promises and we can trust Him to take care of us. Knowing that helps us to obey, even when it doesn’t make sense.
Memory Verse:  
Repeat together:
Jeremiah 42:6a (NIrV) “It doesn't matter whether what you say is in our favor or not. We're asking you to pray to the Lord our God. And we'll obey him.” 

Children’s Lesson – Week 3

Power of Prayer
Scripture Context:  Acts 10:23-33
Memory Verse:   Psalm 55:17 (NIrV) “Evening, morning and noon I groan and cry out.  And he hears my voice.”
Lesson Goals:  Children will understand the importance and power of prayer in following God’s plan.

LARGE GROUP PORTION

Preparation: 

Pray. Read Acts 10:23-33. Gather paper, crayons or markers, assorted colors of M&M’s (enough for each child to have 30-35), seven snack-sized zipper baggies for each child.
Opening:  
Provide paper and crayons or markers. Ask students to draw or write about times when they have seen God answer prayer. Help them brainstorm ideas.

Say: In today’s Bible Point we will learn about the power of prayer.
Bible Point: 
Let’s review our Bible story so far. Remember that Cornelius was a man who followed God. Because Cornelius was so connected to God, he was given the important job of sending for Peter. Peter also got instructions from God – but these instructions didn’t make a lot of sense. Peter had to choose if he was going to obey God’s instructions. Peter did obey and started on the journey with men he didn’t know to see Cornelius, a man he didn’t know, and he didn’t know why he was going.

Remember, our story comes from Acts, Chapter 10. In this part of the story, Peter has gone with the men back to Caesarea to meet with Cornelius. Cornelius knew they would be on their way, so he called a bunch of his friends to come over to meet Peter when he got there. When Peter walked in the door, Cornelius was so happy to see him that he fell down at Peter’s feet and started praising him. Peter was a little embarrassed and told Cornelius to get up because he shouldn’t be the one to be praised - only God should be worshiped like that.  

Peter went in the house and saw all of the people there. Now these people were called Gentiles and Peter was a Jew. At that time, it was against Jewish law for Jews to associate with Gentiles because the Gentiles were considered to be unclean. Peter stopped at the door and thought about him being there with all the Gentiles. He could get in big trouble, but then he remembered the crazy dream he had when he was at home. 

Ask: Do you remember the dream Peter had? (He dreamt that the Lord told him to kill and eat animals that Jewish law considered to be unclean.)

Peter got to thinking about that dream and suddenly realized that God was really helping him to see that he shouldn’t be worried about talking to Gentiles. Just like the animals in his dream -- God doesn’t consider some animals clean or unclean. Neither does God consider people clean or unclean. People are all the same in God’s eyes. So Peter decided it was ok to talk to the Gentile people.  

BUT, he still didn’t know why he was called to Cornelius’ house, so he asked, “Why did you send for me?”

Cornelius told Peter that one day he had been praying and God said, “Go get Peter.” Cornelius obeyed what God told him to do in his prayer time. Remember also that God spoke to Peter in his prayer time and he obeyed God by going with the men to meet Cornelius. So both men had been praying and in their prayer time God told both of them to meet each other even though they didn’t know each other. Both men obeyed God’s instructions. Now here they were, together, ready to hear God’s next step in the plan for them.  

Cornelius and Peter didn’t even know each other before this day, but they had something very important in common; they both were praying men. The Bible tells us that both of the men prayed throughout the day. It was through prayer that God communicated to both of them and brought them together. Remember that both of them were praying in the middle of the day when God gave them instructions.  

Prayer is the way we communicate or talk to God and He talks to us. We learn a lot about what God wants for us through prayer. Let’s do an activity that will help us pray throughout the day.
Activity:  
Provide seven snack-sized zipper baggies for each child and seven slips of paper. Provide seven each of the following colored M&Ms: red, brown, yellow, blue, green, orange. (Adjust these colors as needed.)

Instruct the children that they have a baggie for each day of the week.  Have them insert a slip of paper into each baggie with the day of the week written on it. Then have the children place one M&M of each color into each of the seven baggies.  They will end up with seven bags – each containing the six different colored M&M’s.  (Use more or less M&M’s as you determine.)

Explain that these will be their prayer sacks for the next week. The M&M’s will remind them to pray for various things throughout the day. Each time they pull out an M&M they are to pray for a specific thing, then eat the M&M.  At the end of the week their M&M’s will be gone.

Suggest the following ways to pray with each M&M: Yellow (pray in the morning, giving thanks for the day), Green (pray at lunch time, thanking God for friends), Blue (pray at dinner, giving thanks for family), Red (pray for those who are sick and in need), Orange (pray, telling God what you think of Him) Brown (at bedtime, pray giving thanks for the day and ask Him for protection).
Application:
With your prayer sacks, can you commit to pray throughout each day this week? When you pray, can you also take a moment to listen to what God may say to you?

Memory Verse: 
Psalm 55:17 (NIrV) “Evening, morning and noon I groan and cry out.  And he hears my voice.”

Teach the following motions as children recite the verse:

Evening (put hands together at face as if sleeping)
Morning (stretch and yawn as if waking up)

Noon (put hands together and stretch above head, as if hands on a clock at noon)

I will pray (Bring hands down together as if praying)

And cry aloud (cup hands around mouth as if calling out)

And He will hear my voice (cup hand around ear)
SMALL GROUP PORTION

Discussion Questions:

· What do you find interesting about the story of Cornelius and Peter so far? (They didn’t know each other, but God told both of them the same thing at the same time, or other responses.)

· How did Peter’s crazy dream prepare him for his visit with Cornelius? (God showed him that there’s no difference between people just like there’s no difference between animals.)

· Knowing that it was against the law for Peter to talk to Gentiles, do you think he would have spoken with Cornelius if he had NOT had that dream?

· What do you think would have happened if Peter and Cornelius had NOT prayed? Why? (Nothing, because God would not have been able to tell them what to do.)

· How important is it to pray throughout the day? (Very important.)

· Our memory verse says evening, morning, and noon we will pray. Are those the only times we should pray? (No, we can pray anytime throughout the day and even during the night.)

Personal Response:

Non-Readers: 
Say: Let’s get started praying now. Gather children and sit in a circle. Have children take an M&M out of a dish and allow each child to pray according to the color of M&M chosen.

Readers: 
Have children write prayer requests on pieces of paper. Have children trade requests with each other, or give them to leader. Have children commit to each other to pray for the requests given them.  

Memory Verse:   
Repeat together:
Psalm 55:17 (NIrV) “Evening, morning and noon I groan and cry out. And he hears my voice.”
Children’s Lesson – Week 4

Sharing the Good News
Scripture Context:  Acts 10:34-35  
Memory Verse:   Acts 22:15 (NIrV) “Now you will give witness to all people about what you have seen and heard.” 
Lesson Goals:  Children will understand that God wants us to share the good news of Jesus with everyone.

LARGE GROUP PORTION

Preparation: 

Pray. Read Acts 10:34-35. Gather an envelope for each child, pens, pencils, paper, two packages of cookies (have enough cookies for each child to have one), stickers if needed.
Opening: 

Play a fun game with the children, such as Duck, Duck, Goose or another group game. Tell the group that some children will not be allowed to play. Select the children with blonde hair, white shirts, blue eyes, or other random characteristic and instruct them that they are not allowed to play the game. They will have to sit quietly and watch the rest of the children.  

Undoubtedly, these children will balk and ask why they are not allowed to play. Simply state that it is because of their blonde hair (or other characteristic).

After playing the game for a few moments,

Say: How did it feel to be left out of the game? To the group, how did it feel to play the game and not allow the others to play? We are going to hear about some people who were left out of something very important, but a man was willing to share with them.
Gather children for the Bible Point.

Bible Point: 

Let’s review what has happened in our story over the last few weeks. We are talking about a story that happened in Acts chapter 10. Remember that Cornelius and Peter were both praying at the same time and God gave both of them instructions to meet each other. Both of them were obedient and did what God told them to do. Remember that Peter was a Jew and Cornelius was a Gentile and it was against the law for a Jew to associate with a Gentile. But Peter had dream that helped him to know that God approved of him talking with Cornelius and the other Gentiles.  

So Peter met Cornelius at his house, which was full of people. Peter now asked Cornelius, “Why have you sent for me? Why am I here?”  Finally, we get to find out why God wanted Peter at Cornelius’ house!  

Cornelius told Peter that he was brought there to tell them about Jesus! AHA! Peter now knew why he had made the trip to see Cornelius – they wanted to hear about Jesus and he was the one to share the gospel with them!  

This was very important and exciting because until this time, the Jews would not share the gospel of Jesus with the Gentiles. Remember, the Jews thought the Gentiles were lowly people and would not associate with them. The Jews thought that they were the only ones God loved and would save! And the Gentiles thought the Jews were mean, so they didn’t listen to them anyway. BUT NOW, here was Peter, a Jew, in a room full of Gentiles!  Peter the Jew knew he was to share the gospel with the Gentiles and the Gentiles wanted to hear it from Peter, the Jew!  Peter said, “Now I know that...God doesn’t show favoritism, but...Jesus Christ is the Lord of ALL!” Not just the Lord of the Jews, but also the Lord of Gentiles, and everyone who believes! 

Peter was so excited he started preaching to them right then and there!  

Say: I have something exciting I want to show you!
Activity: 
Show the children one package of cookies.  

Say: I want to show you these cookies. These are the most wonderful cookies I have ever eaten!  My (wife, husband, friend, etc.) gave me these cookies because they are so wonderful! (Munch on a few cookies while you are speaking – your mother will forgive you for talking with a full mouth.) I think they are fabulous. They are so chocolaty! They have this wonderful creamy center! They are so good they have completely changed my life! I will never eat another kind of cookie again! I really want to share these cookies with everyone because they are SO good! Now the thing is, I do not have enough for everyone, so I will just be able to give cookies to some of you. I think I will give the cookies to the ones with brown hair.
Pass out cookies to some children. No doubt, there will be whines from the others. Allow the children to begin eating the cookies, and then eventually “find” another supply for the others. Pass them out and while they are eating the cookies, 

Say: The good news of Jesus is kind of like this cookie. It is so good that we HAVE to share it with everyone. We cannot keep something this good to ourselves. We want others to know how wonderful Jesus is, so we spread the good news! But we can’t select just certain people to get the good news of Jesus because it is for everyone. We want everyone to know!

This is what Peter was doing – sharing the good news of Jesus with others! It didn’t matter that the others were Gentiles. He wanted everyone to know!

Application: 
Are you willing to share the good news of Jesus with others?

Memory Verse:  
Acts 22:15 (NIrV) “Now you will give witness to all people about what you have seen and heard.” 

Have children choose a partner and face one another.  Have children point to their partner and say, “Now you will give witness to all people about what you have seen and heard.” Repeat several times giving each partner a turn to say the verse to the other.

SMALL GROUP PORTION

Discussion Questions:

· How do you think Peter felt about sharing the gospel with the Gentiles? (Afraid that he would get in trouble with the other Jews, excited that he had the chance to share with them.)
· Do you think Peter ever thought about NOT sharing the gospel with the Gentiles?

· What would have happened if he decided not to share with them? (They would not have heard about Jesus.)

· Who do you know that needs to hear the good news of Jesus?

· Is it easy for you to share with them? Why? Why not?

· Why is it hard sometimes for us to share Jesus with others?
Personal Response:

Say:  Our memory verse says that we are the witnesses to all men. God has an important message to send to everyone about the good news of Jesus and He needs to get the word out! We are His messengers. Just as the postman delivers letters, we are to deliver the message of Jesus to everyone.  

Non-Readers: 
Provide an envelope to each child. Allow children to decorate envelope with a stamp that they can either draw or provide stickers. Ask children to think of someone that needs to know about the good news of Jesus. Assist them by addressing the envelope to that person. Have children take envelope home as a reminder to share the good news with that person and pray for them.

Readers: 
Provide an envelope to each child. Allow children to write a letter to someone they know who needs to hear about the good news of Jesus. Have them address the envelope to the person.  They can send the letter, or use the letter and envelope as a reminder to share their faith with and pray for them.
Memory Verse:  
Repeat together:

Acts 22:15 (NIrV) “Now you will give witness to all people about what you have seen and heard.”
Children’s Lesson – Week 5

Who’s your Lord?
Scripture Context:  Acts 10:35-38  
Memory Verse:   Philippians 2:11 (NIrV) “Everyone’s mouth will say that Jesus Christ is Lord.  And God the Father will receive the glory.”
Lesson Goals:  Students will do good for people like Jesus did.

LARGE GROUP PORTION

Lesson Preparation:

Pray. Read Acts 10:35-38. Gather two apples (same color and type but make one apple really shiny), paper, index cards, crayons, pens/pencils, two paper or plastic bags.
Opening:

Show the students two apples. Ask the class which one they think will taste better. Select a student, blindfold them and have them take a bite out of both apples.  
Ask: Which one tastes better? Do they taste the same? Take off the blindfold and ask: Do they look the same?  

If the student says they taste differently – see which one they think is “better”. Help them discover the only real difference is that one apple is shiny and the other isn’t. Ask the class beforehand which one they think will taste better – play up the assumption that the shiny apple will be better tasting.

Say: The apples taste the same – both were delicious! The only difference was on the outside – one had been shined up and the other wasn’t. What was on the outside though didn’t change what was on the inside! It’s the same with people. We don’t all look the same, dress the same, but Jesus sees the inside and knows that we are all just as valuable! Jesus doesn’t love the “shinier” ones better – He loves everyone the same.  

Bible Point:

We have been reading through Acts chapter 10 about Peter and how God had called him to share the message of Jesus Christ with everyone. The last time we were together, we discovered that Cornelius had sent men to find Peter at a friend’s house in Joppa. An angel came to Cornelius and told him to bring Peter back. Cornelius and his men knew something exciting was going to happen and they wanted to learn all they could. If you knew something amazing was going to happen but didn’t know exactly what it was, what would you do? (Ask someone. Go and see it.)
Can you imagine what it must have been like when Peter arrived at the home of Cornelius? How do you feel when you’re waiting for someone to visit? (Excited, anxious) Cornelius gathered together a crowd of family and friends who were all waiting anxiously to hear what Peter had to say.

Because of his dreams, Peter knew God wanted him to share with everyone who Jesus is. If someone came to you wanting to know more about Jesus what would you tell them?  (Jesus loves them, He died on the cross for their sins and rose again, that Jesus wants to be their forever friend.)
Peter decided to start with what they already knew. This is what he said: (Acts 10:34-38)

“I now realize how true it is that God treats everyone the same,” he said. “He accepts people from every nation. He accepts all who have respect for him and do what is right. 

 You know the message God sent to the people of Israel. It is the good news of peace through Jesus Christ. He is Lord of all. You know what has happened all through Judea. It started in Galilee after John preached about baptism. You know how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. Jesus went around doing good. He healed all who were under the devil's power. God was with him.”
This is how it may have looked: 

Get a group of students to be the family and friends of Cornelius and “sit” in his house, have someone be Cornelius, and a few others the men who went for Peter, you or another leader can be Peter.  Have the students interact and play their part as you share the story again in more contemporary language.

“You’ve heard about the message God sent, right? That there’s peace through Jesus Christ!”  Cornelius and his friends nodded their heads and say, “Yeah we know that!”

“Well…” he continued, “Things have been happening all over the place.  It started right after John told everyone about baptism. Jesus came to him and wanted to be baptized. After Jesus was baptized God gave Him the Holy Spirit. Then Jesus went around doing good for everybody! He healed the sick and rescued people from their sin. It was cool because Jesus didn’t care who they were: (point to different students as you say each of the following) man, woman, slave, free, rich, or poor. If Satan had them trapped, Jesus came along and freed them. That’s why Jesus is Lord of everybody.”  Cornelius and his friends were happy to hear this news.   

Activity: 
Have the students play freeze tag.  One student will be It and will freeze the students in their sin. Another student will be Jesus and will go around rescuing the students who are frozen, freeing them from their sin.  
Say:  Just like you were “frozen” when “It” tagged you – your sins freeze you up and stop you from doing the good things Jesus wants you to do. But just like “Jesus” in our game came along and rescued us, Jesus rescues each of us as well from our sin. He does it not based on if you’re shiny, young, athletic, wear certain clothes, or have brown hair and green eyes. NO Jesus came to save everyone!

Application:
We know that Jesus came to save everyone, that He loves everyone, and He wants us to share that “Good News” with everyone we meet and show them His love too: 
· What would you do if someone’s being mean to you?  

· How should you respond or react?

· How hard is it to be nice to someone who isn’t very nice to you? 

· Remember in Acts 10 where we read about Jesus, that it said the Holy Spirit gave Him power? Well that same Holy Spirit can give you power too – the power to be nice and show Jesus’ love to even people who are mean. 

Memory Verse: 
Philippians 2:11 (NIrV) “Everyone’s mouth will say that Jesus Christ is Lord. And God the Father will receive the glory.” 

Divide students into groups. Have each team choose what voice style they’ll say the verse in. It could be anything; opera, underwater, mouse voice, etc. Give them 5 minutes to practice. Have groups take turns presenting for everyone.

SMALL GROUP PORTION
Discussion Questions:

· Who could you do something good for?

· What are some good things you could do for them?

· How do you feel when someone does something good for you?

· What do you do when someone is being mean to you?

· What are some things we could do when someone is being mean?

· How should we treat others even if when it’s hard?

· Who did Jesus get help from to do the wonderful things He did (Acts 10:35-36)?

· What does that mean for us today?

Personal Response:

Non-Readers: 
Pass out a piece of paper and a crayon to each student.  Tell the students: Jesus wants us to do good for everybody, just like He does. What would you do if you saw a boy get mad at someone, push him and steal the crayon he was using? 

Take your crayon and paper and draw a picture of what you would do if you saw this happen. Let the students take turns sharing their pictures and explaining the actions they would take. Emphasize the “good” things to do and how we can ask the Holy Spirit to help us do good things – even when it’s hard.
Readers:  
Pass out index cards and pens or pencils to each student. Break up the students into 2 groups. Have one group come up with different situations dealing with people. They could be good situations or bad. (For example, someone gets picked on by a bully at school). Have them write one “situation” on each index card. Have the second group come up with actions or responses people have. They could be ways to help someone, good things that could be done for people or things that aren’t so good. Have them write each of their “actions” on an index card.
Put the two groups of cards into two different bags.  Have students take turns drawing a card out of each bag. Then have them read their “situation” cards out loud and discuss if their “action” matches the situation in a way that shows how Jesus loved everyone and did good for them. If it doesn’t match the good that Jesus wants us to do for people, have them share what a better “action” or response would be.
Talk about something they can do this week to show Jesus’ love through their actions and challenge them, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to do it!
Memory Verse:  
Repeat together:
Philippians 2:11 (NIrV) “Everyone’s mouth will say that Jesus Christ is Lord.  And God the Father will receive the glory.”

Children’s Lesson – Week 6
Gimme that Good, Good News
Scripture Context:  Acts 10: 39-43
Memory Verse:   Mark 16:15 (NIrV) “He said to them, ‘Go into all the world. Preach the good news to everyone.’”
Lesson Goals:  Students will find creative ways to tell their friends the good news.

LARGE GROUP PORTION

Preparation:  
Pray. Read Acts 10:39-43. Gather slips of paper.
Opening:  

Say: I have a secret. Who wants to hear it? Tell a student your secret. (Jesus loves everybody.)  Now as I tell the story I want you to whisper the secret to your neighbors. At the end we’ll see if we can all shout out what my secret is.
Bible Point:  
Imagine that you’ve seen something big!  Something so exciting you just can’t wait to share it with all your friends! 
Cornelius and his friends had no idea who Jesus really was or what He was all about, but they wanted to find out. Peter started with what they already knew about Jesus; that He healed people and did good things for them when He was on earth.  But they hadn’t heard all of the good news.
Peter said to them: (Acts 10:39) “We are witnesses of everything he (Jesus) did in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him by nailing him to a cross.” Can you all show me your best sad face?  (Students make sad face).
They nailed Jesus to a cross! But He didn’t stay there! After three days God raised Him from the dead! Can you all shout out Woo-hoo?  (Students shout Woo-hoo!)
Then Peter said: (Acts 10:40-43) “God allowed Jesus to be seen. But he wasn't seen by all the people. He was seen only by us. We are witnesses whom God had already chosen. We ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people. He told us to give witness that he is the one appointed by God to judge the living and the dead. All the prophets give witness about him. They say that all who believe in him have their sins forgiven through his name.”  Peter was telling them that it was up to him and other followers of Jesus to share the news about Jesus, so that means it’s also up to us!  

Can you all shout “It’s up to us!” and point to yourself with both thumbs? (Students shout and point)

Do you all remember that secret I shared at the beginning? Has everyone heard it? On the count of three I want everyone to shout the secret. (Count to three and students will shout out, “Jesus loves everybody!”)

That’s right – Jesus loves everybody!  And it is up to us to tell them!
Activity: 
Have the students stand up in a long line. If you have a large number of students form more than one line. Play the game “Telephone”. Choose a phrase such as “Jesus loves everyone; He came to save us all!”  Whisper it into a child’s ear. They will whisper it into their neighbor’s ear, etc. At the end, see if it’s the same.  
Application:
What’s the good news? (Jesus is God’s Son. He loves everyone and if you believe in Him and ask, He will forgive your sins!)
So what will you do now that you know what the good news is? Will you keep it a secret? Or will you find a way to tell your friends?

Memory Verse: 
Mark 16:15 (NIrV) “He said to them, ‘Go into all the world. Preach the good news to everyone.’” 
Have everyone shout out the verse as loud as they can in their best robot voice. Next have them say the verse in their best whisper; then as fast as they can. Lastly say the verse in slow motion. 

Say: You can say it slow or fast, you can say it loud or softly but what matters is that you say it!  Because “It’s up to you!” 

SMALL GROUP PORTION

Discussion Questions:

· What do people do when they get good news? (Tell their friends.)

· What is the best news you have ever heard? 

· When you get good news who do you want to share it with?  (Family, friends, etc.)

· What good news did Peter tell Cornelius?

· What did Peter expect Cornelius and the house full of family and friends to do with their good news?

· What does our Bible verse say we should do?

· What is one way you can do that?

Personal Response:

Non-Readers: 
Play a game called “Have You Ever”. Have the students get into a big circle. Ask them simple “Have You Ever” questions. Try to keep them on the topic of good news. For example: Have you ever been told “good job”? Or have you ever scored a goal in soccer? After you ask the question attach an action to it. For example: Have you ever been told “Good Job”?  If you have, jump up and down. Or have you ever scored a goal in soccer? If you have, clap your hands.  

At the end of the game tell the students how all these different things are good news that we’ve received and couldn’t wait to share with others.

Review with them the good news you learned about today: Jesus is God’s Son. He loves everyone and if you believe in Him and ask, He will forgive your sins!
Readers: 
Give the students slips of paper and have them write down some good news they’ve received.  Give them another slip of paper and have them write down a creative way to tell someone good news. Have the students get in a circle and play the game “Have You Ever.” For each question you ask, pull out a slip of paper. With every good news slip you pull out ask them “Have you ever . . .?” and read the paper. If they have, attach an action to it such as clap hands or jump up and down. For each creative way of telling good news suggestion, give them an action to do if they think it was a good idea.  

At the end of the game tell the students that we can use these creative ways to tell our friends the good news of Jesus that we learned about today.   

Review with them the good news you learned about today: Jesus is God’s Son. He loves everyone and if you believe in Him and ask, He will forgive your sins!

Memory Verse:  
Repeat together:
Mark 16:15 (NIrV) “He said to them, "Go into all the world. Preach the good news to everyone.” 
Children’s Lesson – Week 7
The Spirit Does What?
Scripture Context:  Acts 10:44-46
Memory Verse:   Jude 1:20 (NIrV) “Dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith. Let the Holy Spirit guide and help you when you pray.” 
Lesson Goals:  The students will recognize and obey the Holy Spirit’s promptings.


LARGE GROUP PORTION

Preparation: 

Pray. Read Acts 10:44-46. Gather candy (for the opening), 3x5 cards, papers with “Listen” written on the top, crayons or colored pencils, masking tape.
Opening:  
Hand out a piece of candy to a few of the students.  

Ask them: How did you feel getting that gift? If you didn’t get any, how do feel? It feels lousy to be left out, doesn’t it?  


Say: At first, only a few people had the Holy Spirit. But soon more people believed in Jesus. God gave them the Holy Spirit, too! (Give everyone else a piece of candy.)

Bible Point: 
Today we’re going to hear how the Holy Spirit showed up in a big way in some people’s lives, but I need your help.
(Divide the students into two groups.)

Everyone on the left side is Peter’s friends. Can you all shout that? (Peter’s friends!) Good! As I tell the story listen carefully, because when I mention Peter’s friends I’ll let you know what to shout out.  Maybe we should practice once:  

· When Peter decided to go back with Cornelius’s men, he brought along some friends. Peter’s friends were so excited to go they all shouted Woo-hoo! (Students shout Woo-hoo!) Good job!  I think you’re ready.

Everyone on the right side, you will be Cornelius’ friends. I know that’s a lot harder to say, but let’s try it. Can you all shout Cornelius’ friends? (Cornelius’ friends!) Good job! As I tell the story you need to listen carefully too. When I mention Cornelius’ friends I’ll let you know what to say or do.   Here’s a practice one for you:

· Cornelius and his friends were anxious for Peter to arrive. They all sat on the edge of their seat, bit their fingernails and watched the door. (Students move to the end of their seats, pretend to bite their fingernails and watch the door.) Good!  I think we’re ready.

Last time we were together, Peter was telling Cornelius’ friends all about who Jesus is and the good things Jesus had done for people during His time here on earth. Peter’s friends, who came along too, nodded their heads in agreement with what Peter said. (Peter’s friends—nod heads)

Cornelius friends were all sitting with their legs crossed, leaning forward and looking up at Peter.  They didn’t want to miss a word he said. (Cornelius’ friends sit with legs crossed, looking at Peter.)  

As Peter was speaking, something big happened! God sent the Holy Spirit to everyone who was listening.Cornelius’s friends started praising God. They shouted things like “Hallelujah!” and “Praise God!”  (Cornelius’ friends shout praises.)
Peter’s friends were amazed at what was happening. (Peter’s friends give best surprised faces.)

You all did an amazing job of listening!  Give yourselves a hand. 

We can read what Peter said about that day in Acts 10:34-46. Some of these verses we’ve read together before. Listen for what you’ve already heard and then raise your hand when you hear me begin to read something new!

Then Peter began to speak. “I now realize how true it is that God treats everyone the same,” he said. “He accepts people from every nation. He accepts all who have respect for him and do what is right. 

You know the message God sent to the people of Israel. It is the good news of peace through Jesus Christ. He is Lord of all. You know what has happened all through Judea. It started in Galilee after John preached about baptism. You know how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. Jesus went around doing good. He healed all who were under the devil's power. God was with him. 

We are witnesses of everything he did in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him by nailing him to a cross. But on the third day God raised him from the dead. God allowed Jesus to be seen. But he wasn't seen by all the people. He was seen only by us. We are witnesses whom God had already chosen. We ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.

He commanded us to preach to the people. He told us to give witness that he is the one appointed by God to judge the living and the dead. All the prophets give witness about him. They say that all who believe in him have their sins forgiven through his name.”
 While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. Some Jewish believers had come with Peter. They were amazed because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on those who weren't Jews. They heard them speaking in languages they had not known before. They also heard them praising God. 

Activity:  
Create a circle on the floor with masking tape. Have the students stand on the circle. Tell them you are going to read an example of a situation they might find themselves in. They need to decide if the action is an example of the person listening to the Holy Spirit or not. If the person listened to the Holy Spirit they are to step into the circle, if the person in the example didn’t listen they are to step outside the circle.  A few examples are:

· Jenny broke her mom’s vase while playing catch in the house. She knew she should tell the truth, but told her mom that her friend broke it instead.

· Billy got mad at his friend Andrew for taking his controller while playing his Wii. He wanted to hit his friend, but somehow knew that’d be wrong. He decided to let Andrew use it.

· Susie knew she wasn’t supposed to eat one of the cookies her mom baked yet. But she couldn’t resist. She ignored that feeling inside that told her it was wrong and ate a cookie anyway.

(Create more examples if time allows.)

Say: The Holy Spirit is available to all of us who call ourselves Christians – or forever friends with Jesus! We need to let the Holy Spirit guide us and help us make good choices. When you are faced with a decision, if you listen with your heart you can “hear” the Holy Spirit prompt you or guide you to make the good choice.  

Application:
So what will you do this week when you hear the Holy Spirit whispering to you?  Will you listen to Him and do what He asks?  Or will you just ignore Him? 
Let’s pray right now that we will have hearts and ears and minds that will listen! (Pray for your students.)

Memory Verse: 
Jude 1:20 (NIrV) “Dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith. Let the Holy Spirit guide and help you when you pray.”
Work together to create motions for each part of the verse.  Practice the verse a few times with the motions.  Split into two or three groups.  Have the groups say and do motions for each part of the verse.

SMALL GROUP PORTION

Discussion Questions:

· What are some hard choices you’ve had to make?

· How did you know what the right decision was?

· What are some big decisions people might have to make? (Who to marry, where to live)

· What are some things people do to help them make tough decisions? (Compare good and bad, ask friends, pray, read God’s Word)

· What does the Holy Spirit do for us when we have a tough choice to make? (He guides us, helps us figure it out)

· What does it mean to you when we say that the Holy Spirit “speaks to your heart”? (You will have to help younger students process that – they are concrete thinkers and that image doesn’t make sense.)

· Is it easy to make the right choice? Why or Why not?

Personal Response:

Non-Readers: 
Have a paper that says “Listen” at the top prepared for each student. Give each student a paper and crayons or colored pencils. Ask them to draw a picture showing some decision they might have to make this coming week: to clean their room, to be nice to their baby brother, to help a friend who is sick – something they think could happen.  Ask them to draw themselves doing what they know would be the good choice!

As they draw, talk about how the Holy Spirit can help us make good choices, if we “listen” with our hearts!
Readers: 
Provide all the students with a 3x5 card. Have them each write at the top of the card “Listen” and then write out the memory verse for this week on the card.  

Challenge them to put the card somewhere they’ll see it every day – their refrigerator, bathroom mirror, locker door, backpack, etc.  When they are faced with a choice it will remind them to “listen” to the Holy Spirit!

Memory Verse:   
Repeat together:
Jude 1:20 (NIrV) “Dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith. Let the Holy Spirit guide and help you when you pray.”
Children’s Lesson – Week 8
From the Inside Out
Scripture Context:  Acts 10:47-48
Memory Verse:   Matthew 28:19 (NIrV) “You must go and make disciples of all nations. Baptize them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  
Lesson Goals:  Students will be reminded of what Jesus has done for them and the “Good News” that He wants to be their forever friend.

LARGE GROUP PORTION

Preparation: 

Pray. Read Acts 10:47-48. Gather toy wedding rings (have enough for each student), masking tape, scissors, balloons, poster board, paper, paper shredder.
Opening: 

Show the students the toy wedding rings.  
Ask: Does anyone know what these are? Wedding rings don’t make you married, do they? They just show other people that you are married – that you have made a commitment or promise.  

Say: We’re going to discover what Peter suggests his friends do to show their commitment or promise to Jesus.

(Pass out toy rings to take home before students leave for day.)

Bible Point: 

Last week we saw how surprised Peter’s friends were when Cornelius and his friends received the Holy Spirit and started praising God. Can you all show me your best surprised face?  Good job!  Let’s read together and see what happened next:
Acts 10:47-48 “Then (after they received the Holy Spirit and started praising God!) Peter asked, ‘Can anyone object to their being baptized, now that they (Cornelius and his friends) have received the Holy Spirit just as we did?’ So he gave orders for them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Afterward Cornelius asked him (Peter) to stay with them for several days.”
Peter and his friends were so excited that God gave these new friends the Holy Spirit. But they couldn’t just leave them alone after something big happened like that.  

Ask: Have you ever had something big happen to you but you didn’t understand right away that it was really big? (Yeah!)  How’d you figure it out? (Someone told me!)

Can you imagine what it must have been like in that house after Cornelius and his friends received the Holy Spirit? Peter and his friends probably tried to figure out what to do next. “Hey,” Peter said to his friends, “Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with water?” Peter’s friends looked at one another and shook their heads. Can you all do that too? Look at each other and shake your heads.  

“After all,” Peter continued, “They’ve received the Holy Spirit, just like we did.”  

“That’s right!” Peter’s friends agreed.  Can you all shout out “That’s right!”?  Good job!

So Peter decided that Cornelius and his friends should be baptized in the name of Jesus. That means that God changed their lives in such a huge way, that they wanted everyone to know.  When they got baptized it was a way to show people what God did for them. It was something they did on the outside to show the change that happened on the inside.  

When we get baptized it’s because we want our friends and family to know that God has done something great in our lives. He’s changed us. He took all the bad that was in us; all the sin, all the hurt, all those bad things people had said to us, and He’s taken them all away. He forgave us and healed us when we asked Him to; when we invited Him into our lives. When we get baptized it’s like we’re shouting out “God is awesome!  Look at what He’s done in my life!”

Activity: 
Divide the students into 2 teams. From each team select someone to be “it”. Have “it” stand at the opposite end of the room from their team. The rest of the team should make a single-file line. Give the first person in line a roll of masking tape. Instruct them to run down and put masking tape all the way around “it” one time before running back and handing off to the next person in line. See which team can tape up “it” first!  Cheer them all on.
After the race, say: This making tape represents the bad in our lives. The things we do that we know are wrong – our sins. Sin makes us feel trapped like the masking tape trapped our “volunteers”!

 (Take scissors and cut them free. Be careful to cut only masking tape!)  
Say: The scissors are Jesus setting us free. When we believe in Him, confess or admit our sins, ask Jesus for forgiveness and accept the Holy Spirit to help us make good choices – Jesus sets us free!
Application: 
Say: These past few weeks we have seen how Peter shared the good news of Jesus with his friends and how they were forgiven, or set free, and received the Holy Spirit. Afterward Peter baptized them to show people what God did for them. It was something they did on the outside to show the change that happened on the inside.  
Remember our wedding rings that are signs of a commitment or promise? During small group today, your leader is going to ask you how you can show others of your commitment or promise to Jesus. And then as you go home – they will be giving each of you a toy wedding ring to remind you that you can show others about Jesus’ love too!
Memory Verse:  
Matthew 28:19 (NIrV) “You must go and make disciples of all nations. Baptize them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  

Option 1: Write one word of the verse on each balloon. As you say the verse together choose kids to pop each balloon as you say that word.

Option 2: Write each word of the verse in different colors on poster board. Give each kid a balloon that matches the color of the word. The kids will tape the balloon above the matching word. Say the verse together. 

SMALL GROUP PORTION

Discussion Questions:

· What are some big things that happen in people’s lives they would want to share with their friends? (good grade, made a team, new baby in the family, new pet, got a new game, etc)

· What are some things that have happened to you that you couldn’t wait to tell your friends?  (encourage short story examples)

· What was it in our story that happened to Cornelius and his friends that they would want to tell people about? (Jesus forgave them and sent the Holy Spirit to guide them.)
· What thing did Peter do to help Cornelius and his friends show others this change – commitment/promise?  (baptized them)

· Have you ever seen someone get baptized? (Talk together about a recent baptism at your church.)

· Why do people choose to get baptized? (To show others what God has done on the inside.)

· What are some other ways you can show your friends what God has done for you?  

Personal Response:

Non-Readers: 
Talk together how each one of them can do something this week to show their friends Jesus’ love.  Say: When Jesus has forgiven us, we are so filled with joy that we want others to know Jesus loves them too!

Review the memory verse together and then have the students each find a partner. Let each partner practice telling the other one “Jesus loves me and He loves you too!” Have fun with it. Put the phrase to a tune or a clapping rhythm. Repeat it together as a group as well, getting the students comfortable with saying the words.

Readers: 
Talk to them about how important it is that they be prepared to tell their friends about what Jesus has done for them. Read together I Peter 3:15. Discuss what it means and how they can be prepared with an answer. Provide each student with paper and pencils. Ask each to write out how they would tell a friend about Jesus and what He has done for them. Suggest they use this simple formula:

1. Jesus’ Story – who He is and what He did

2. My Story – what He did just for me and how

3. Their Story – what Jesus wants to do for them
Memory Verse:  
Repeat together:

Matthew 28:19 (NIrV) “You must go and make disciples of all nations. Baptize them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  
Send each student home with a wedding ring to remember this week!
NOTE:  For older students who show an interest in being baptized, walk through them the process and requirements individually and with their parents. For a baptism readiness questionnaire and details on hosting a baptism preparation class, go to www.wesleyankids.org and download the FREE Resource “Baptism and Children” or contact us directly at childrensministry@wesleyan.org. 
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