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Youth Lesson – Week 1
Connect the Dots
Purpose: The purpose of this lesson is to show students what they need to do in order to connect others with God.
Text:  Acts 10:1-8
Introduction:
Sometimes it can be very difficult to figure out how to connect people with God.  We tend to think that people can only connect with God during worship services.
Many of you have messed around with those “connect the dots” pictures where you go from one dot to the next and the end result is this incredible picture.  

In order to connect people with God, sometimes all we have to do is connect the dots. Maybe it’s not as simple as drawing a picture, but if we have our life in line with God it will be visible to others.
Lesson:

Each of us can think about and name people who we know need Jesus. It is our job as Christians to show Jesus to others. But that brings up a BIG question – HOW? How do we connect others to God? What can we do in our life that will help others see God? In Acts 10 we will get a glimpse of a man named Cornelius.  At this point Cornelius is a very religious man, but he hasn’t yet heard the saving message of Jesus Christ.  Even so, he lived a life that if imitated by Christians, others will see God through them.
Cornelius Was Devout (Acts 10:2)
First off, what do you think it mean to be devout? According to Dictionary.com the word devout means “to be devoted to godly worship or service; expressing devotion” to God. In Cornelius’ case being devout meant that he was deeply committed to whatever God wanted of him. He demonstrated his devotion to God by showing mercy and love to those in need. Cornelius’ giving came from a deep love and passion for people, not out of obligation. It seems that his giving was much like his prayer – very regular.  

Even though Cornelius wasn’t a Christian yet, his ways are definitely worth pursuing. Think about the impact that we could have on people’s lives if we were as devoted to God as he was.
Cornelius Was God-Fearing (Acts 10:2)
God-fearing refers to a respectful fear of God, not being afraid of God. Not fearful like you are of the dark. Or snakes. Or spiders. It’s more of a sense of respect than fear.
It’s kind of like coming up to the edge of the Grand Canyon and being filled with this awesome amazement.  Then multiply that feeling (or something similar) over and over and over a billion times!

As a God-fearing person, Cornelius was filled with that same sense of amazement with the God of this world; the God who has created all things – the depths of the oceans, the beautiful mountain ranges and blue skies, and the details of the human body.
Cornelius Prayed Regularly (Acts 10:2)
Cornelius practiced prayer on a regular basis. The way that he prayed was nothing like many of us do.  Often times we pray only when we are in need of something or when something bad happens. Cornelius prayed all of the time regardless of what was going on in his life.
Even though Cornelius was deeply devoted to God with all these good actions and deeds, he still needed to hear the way of salvation from somebody. The role of the angel (v. 3) was to bring Cornelius and Peter together so that Peter could share this message with him. It was during one of Cornelius’ many prayer times that he actually heard this angel speaking to him and telling him about Peter.
Challenge:

Many of you have heard that being a Christian puts you under a magnifying glass and in a sense it does.  Since you are being closely watched by your friends and family, make sure that you are living a life that can help others connect the dots and see Jesus.
1. Be in tune with God – Keep focused on God, listen to His leading, and follow His guidance.
2. Pray Regularly – Pray for those friends and family members that you know need Jesus.  Pray that the Holy Spirit will soften their hearts so they can see Jesus through you.
Youth Lesson – Week 2
Faithful Sharing
Purpose: The purpose for this lesson is to show students that it is important to listen and obey God especially when the time comes to share their faith with others.
Text:  Acts 10:9-23a

Introduction:
In our previous Scripture, God gave a vision to Cornelius in Caesarea and told him to send men to Joppa for Peter, who would tell him and his household how to be saved. In the Scripture today we will see how God gave a vision to Peter and told him to go back to Caesarea to tell Cornelius and his household how to be saved.
Lesson:

Peter’s Hesitation (Acts 10:9-10))
It was not necessary for God to persuade Cornelius to send for Peter. All He had to do was tell him what to do and he did it. But to get the Apostle Peter to go back to Caesarea to witness to Cornelius was a different matter. God had to do some persuading. 
You see, God wanted Peter to witness to a Gentile man and to his family, and this was not only something that Peter had never done, but the whole idea was disgusting to him. In his whole life, he had never had anything to do with Gentiles. He most certainly had never been in the home of a Gentile. He had been taught as a child that every Gentile was unclean in the eyes of God and that if he associated with them in any way he would be unclean as well. It would not be easy for Peter to surrender to the will of God and go to the home of this Gentile family to tell them that they could be saved by trusting Jesus as their Savior.

But that is exactly what God intended for Peter to do, just as Jesus had commanded His followers with the Great Commission.

At about noon, Peter went up on the roof where he could be alone to pray. We have no way of knowing for sure what Simon Peter said in that prayer. Yet I think it is highly possible that he said something like this, “Lord, I want to do your will in my life. Wherever you want me to go and whatever you want me to do, I am willing to do your will.” I think that whether or not he prayed such a prayer, he thought that he was willing to do anything God wanted him to do. 

Most of us are just like Peter, we say that we surrender our lives over to Jesus and live to serve God in any way He wants us to. But when it comes down to it, we often draw back and are not willing to do what God wants us to. It is so easy for us to pray, “Lord, help me to do your will” and then turn right around and use some flimsy excuse for not doing His will.

Peter’s Daydream (Acts 10:10-16)
But the Lord had a way of working on the Apostle Peter to persuade him to do what He wanted him to do.  You see, when Peter went up on the roof to pray it was about noon and he was hungry. He was very hungry (v. 10). While he waited for his host to call him to lunch, he fell into a bit of a daydream.
What Peter saw in the daydream looked like a large sheet fastened at the corners. There was something within the sheet and it seems that he must have expected that whatever it contained was food for his lunch.  

But when Peter looked at what was within the sheet it was filled with live animals. It was not at all an appetizing sight (v. 12). It is not known what animals Peter actually saw within that sheet, but whatever they were; Peter had never eaten them before.  

In the vision, Peter cringed. He just refused to eat. God was the One who told him to kill and eat, but he told God no. He had never eaten such animals and he was not about to start (v. 13-14).  

God does not easily take no for an answer (v. 15-16). This whole scenario was repeated three times.  Three times the sheet containing all these unclean animals came down to Peter during this daydream.  Three times he was instructed to kill and eat. Three times he refused. Three times he was told that what God called clean he was not to call common or unclean.  

Peter’s Questions and Answers (Acts 10:17-20)
When Simon Peter awoke from the daydream he remembered all that he had seen and heard and it bothered him. He seemed to sense that this was somehow a message from God, but what did it mean? 
While Peter was still on the rooftop trying to figure out the meaning of the vision, the men sent by Cornelius arrived at the gate and asked for him. At this point the Spirit of God spoke to him and gave him the meaning of the vision (vs. 19-20).
God told Peter three men were looking for him and that he should go with these men. In the daydream Peter refused to do what God told him to do. But when the Holy Spirit spoke to him afterwards, he was prepared to accept the directions from God. 
The Importance of Peter’s Obedience (Acts 10:21-23))
In the vision Simon Peter said no when God told him to kill and eat the unclean animals. But it is to his credit that he did not say no to the bigger mission God gave him. He was obedient to the Lord even though it meant doing something that went totally against what he had been taught all his life. He was obedient to God even though it went against what all of the Jewish Christians believed. He was obedient to God even though he would likely be severely criticized by his friends. He was obedient to God even though it went against his own personal preference. He went to the home of Cornelius to tell him about Jesus and His marvelous saving grace.

Challenge:

Coming to church on a regular basis is a huge part of living the Christian life. But coming to church, giving money and singing is not all there is to living a Christian life. Even living a good, clean, moral life is not all there is to living a Christian life. Witnessing for Jesus and telling other people how to be saved is one of the most important parts of Christian living.    

There is somebody out there who you know and who God wants you to share you faith with. Even if you have never done it before, are you willing to start? Are you willing to go?

Youth Lesson – Week 3
Direct and Connect
Purpose: The purpose of the lesson is to show the students one of the biggest keys in sharing about Jesus is prayer.  
Text:  Acts 10:23b-33
Introduction:
Prayer is possibly the greatest tool that anyone can have when it comes to sharing their faith. The power of prayer is truly limitless. Before Peter and Cornelius’ meeting there was much prayer and meditation going on. Just like it did for Peter and Cornelius, prayer has the power to open up our minds to things and people we would not normally notice.
Lesson:

Peter Arrives (Acts 10:24-26)
By this time Cornelius is like a little child waiting for Christmas morning to arrive. He simply cannot stand waiting for Peter to get to his house. He is so excited that he has invited all of his closest relatives and friends, so there is no telling how packed out his house is by now. Cornelius wasn’t going to waste this special visit. After all, an angel had told him to call the meeting!  

When Peter arrived at Cornelius’ house, everyone was waiting with anticipation. Cornelius was so excited that he really didn’t know what to do. Maybe he had a feeling that Peter had something to do with God. He fell down on the ground in front of Peter and began to worship. Peter simply said to Cornelius, “Stand up, I am a man just like you” (10:26).  Cornelius was just eager to hear the message that Peter had brought.
Peter’s Great Understanding (Acts 10:28-29)
After spending much time in prayer and meditation in the first part of this chapter, Peter acknowledges for the first time that “he shouldn’t see others or judge others as being pure or impure, clean or unclean” (10:28). It was in prayer that the Holy Spirit began the work in Peter that is here revealed in his actions.

Peter is probably explaining his presence to himself as much as to Cornelius and the others. His words here show that he understands the need for Jesus to be shared with everyone. This exchange demonstrates that the barrier between the Jews and Gentiles is being broken down and that Peter now understands and accepts God’s desire for everyone to be saved.

Putting Two and Two Together (Acts 10:30-33)

At this point Cornelius wasn’t exactly sure what was happening either. He shared with Peter what happened when he was in prayer; that an angel came and spoke to him through a vision. He also told Peter that his prayer had been heard and answered according to the angel. And that is why he sent for Peter.  
So, Peter had a chance to share his view with Cornelius and Cornelius had a chance to share his view with Peter. They are kind of putting the pieces of the puzzle together and figuring out exactly what God wants for them. Really, God has been preparing them through prayer and meeting for a special message that Peter is going to deliver to them in the upcoming verses that we will look at next week.
Challenge:

In this whole Bible story, prayer was probably the most important element involved.  That brings up two huge challenges for you this week:
1. Always be in prayer – This doesn’t mean that you have to be on you knees praying to God every second of every day. It simply means that you need to constantly be focusing on God and listening to His leading.

2. Be willing to share your faith – Sometimes it feels scary to talk about Jesus with others, but God asks you to be bold in your faith.

Youth Lesson – Week 4
Proper Love
Purpose: The purpose of this lesson is to show students that accepting and loving all people is an important aspect of sharing Jesus with others.
Text:  Acts 10:34-35
Introduction:
Before the meeting between Cornelius and Peter could go down, God had to do some incredible preparation. Peter was given a special vision which was breaking down his narrow-mindedness (10:9-16). Cornelius’ vision told him to send some of his men to find Peter, who would communicate the truth to him (10:1-8). By this time those men have now met up with Peter and have told him how they were guided to this meeting (10:27-33).
Lesson:
Someone can believe many things, be a good man/person, but not know Jesus Christ because they have never heard about Him. Cornelius was a man just like that, but he was prepared by God. He had all the necessary ingredients but he still needed to hear the gospel. And God desires for everybody to hear the gospel and that is exactly why Peter was sent. Peter went to meet Cornelius. God reveals to Peter that He loves everybody.
Peter Realizes That Everyone Needs God (Acts 10:34-35)
Sometime during this series of events, Peter comes to realize that not just the Jews need God and are accepted by Him. It finally hit him that everybody needs God. It doesn’t matter whether they are Jew or Gentile, white or black, Hispanic or Chinese, everyone needs God.

Peter recognizes that God truly loves everyone and desires to be in relationship with all. This is the reason that Peter finally accepts God’s leading him to talk to Cornelius’ household.
Peter Was Clear Rather Than Clever (Acts 10:34-35)

Everyone gathered may well have wondered what they were doing hanging out with a group of people they had never before associated with. Then Peter says, “God does not show favoritism” (10: 34).  

What a beautiful introduction! Peter captivated their attention. He cut right through the tension with that one statement. Peter didn't say, “We Jews have come to you Gentiles because we care. We know you are needy people.” There was no disrespect in Peter's message. Peter didn’t treat or look at the Gentiles as second-class people. He accepted them just as God accepted them.
Challenge:

As followers of Jesus we have to be willing to love and accept all people in order to show them the love and compassion of Jesus – we have to be Jesus to the world around us.
1. Let the love of Jesus transform you into a lover of people – One of biggest keys in bringing people to know Jesus is simply by loving them.  We have to love people as God loves people.

2. Think and pray – Think of a person or group of people that you have a hard time liking, think hard, now pray for God to fill you with love for that person or group of people.
Youth Lesson – Week 5
One Solid Connector

Purpose:  Jesus Christ is for everybody – no questions asked.
Text :  Acts 10:36-38

Introduction:
If you travel to other countries you will find several different kinds of standard electrical connectors. In the United States we are most familiar with two common connectors; a two prong connector and a three prong connector. Most often when we plug these connectors into electrical outlets we get the proper connection.  But if you were to take an electrical connector from Europe and try to plug it into an outlet in the United States you wouldn’t get the connection that you need. In today’s lesson we are going to see that Jesus is the ultimate connection and that he doesn’t need multiple adapters to fit everybody.
Lesson:

The Peace of Jesus (Acts 10:36)

It is often thought that the word peace in this verse literally means peace between the Jews and the Gentiles. In other words Jesus is the “peace” between these two groups. He brings unity to these two groups of people that really didn’t associate with each other prior to Acts 10. One thing that we see here is that because Jesus brought peace between these two groups, He brings peace between all groups. Jesus is not exclusive. God sent Jesus for all people, of all nations, of all colors. There is no exception.

Another point worth mentioning here is the fact that God created Jesus to be “Lord of all.” Basically this means that this same Jesus that brings peace among all groups of people is also the ruler of all groups.

The Ultimate Example of Jesus (Acts 10:37-38)

These people understood quite a bit of what was going on during their day and what had gone on in previous days. They obviously were familiar with “the baptism that John preached.” They were also very familiar with Jesus by this time and they knew of the great things that he had done throughout his life here on earth. It’s apparent that the friends and family of Cornelius knew that Jesus went from place to place in order to help people out. They also knew Jesus got his divine strength and power from God.  

As we read these verses of scripture we can learn from the ultimate example of how to live life. According to Matthew Henry, “Jesus wasn’t selfish, he didn’t confine himself to one place, he didn’t wait until people came to him to seek help, but wherever he went he did good.” Jesus obviously had a great love and compassion for all people.


Challenge:

On one hand, because of the divine nature of Jesus, it must have been easy for him to have love and compassion for everyone.  On the other hand, he was fully human and must know the struggle we face to do the same.  Here is a challenge that can help us have a heart more like His.
1. Pray Daily – Pray for God to soften your heart in everyway so that you will be able to show Jesus to everyone you come into contact with.
2. Don’t Judge Others – If you are judging people based on any variety of things it is going to be very difficult for you to show them Jesus.  As a matter of fact, when you judge someone, over time you will find yourself totally disconnected from them.
3. Develop A Heart Of Compassion – By praying daily and watching how/what you think about people it will ultimately help you develop a character of love and compassion for others.
Youth Lesson – Week 6
Jesus is the Answer
Purpose:  Jesus Christ is for everybody – no questions asked.
Text:  Acts 10:39-42, Romans 3:23, Romans 5:8, Romans 6:23, Matthew 28:1-10         

Introduction:
In life many things are considered good news. A couple announces their engagement, a student sends out graduation announcements, a married couple shares that they are pregnant. You can probably think of many more stories that you would consider good news. In today’s lesson we are going to look at Jesus and see the “good news” that he brought all throughout his life. 

Lesson:

Jesus Died For All (Acts 10:39)

Jesus was our substitute on the cross. He went through an incredibly cruel but crucial death to pay the penalty for all people. Romans 5:8 says, “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 3:23 says, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” Even though we are all guilty of sin, Jesus took the punishment on His own shoulders so that we can obtain eternal life with God in Heaven.
Romans 6:23 says, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” When we place our faith in Jesus Christ, our slate is wiped clean.  
Jesus Was Raised For All (Acts 10:40-41)

Even though as a little child many of you were taught about the Easter Bunny and Easter egg hunts and fun things like that, they are not what Easter is all about. Easter is about Jesus rising from the dead. Easter is about the tomb being empty. Easter is all about Jesus proving that He was and is who He said He was and is.

Matthew 28:1-10 says, 
After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men. 

The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.”
So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”
Easter is a time to remember that Jesus has complete victory over death. Jesus not only died for each of us, but He also has risen for us.

Jesus Cares For All (Acts 10:42-43)

In the larger realm it doesn’t matter much how well we understand calculus, how extensive our knowledge of U.S. history is, how quickly we can clear hurdles on the track or how good we are at building things with our hands. While these things and others like them hold some value in the here and now, the most important aspect of our life is for us to comprehend that Jesus cares about us and loves us.

It is so important to understand that there is nothing that anyone could do or say that would change the love that Jesus has for you. Through His death and resurrection we can get a glimpse of His passion, love and care for everybody.

Challenge:

Focus everyday on what Jesus did for you on the cross:
1. Admit verbally that your life without Jesus is a journey of confusion and loneliness.  Also, that you are nothing without Jesus.

2. Submit every aspect of your life to Jesus.

3. Commit to a lifelong service of ministry for Jesus.

Youth Lesson – Week 7
The Power Behind It All
Purpose:  The Holy Spirit is the power behind all good ministry and we are not alone when sharing Jesus with others.
Text :  Acts 10:44-46
Introduction:
It is said that eating breakfast in the morning gives your body the proper nutritional elements that is needs to start the day out right.  Breakfast energizes your body and mind.  In the same way, the Holy Spirit gives a Believer in Jesus the power and knowledge to share the Good News of Jesus Christ with lost people.

Lesson:

The Crowd Connected with what they Heard (Acts 10:44)

Peter had the attention of this crowd. They were totally in tune to what he was saying. These words that Peter was speaking were obviously pretty serious because it captured their attention. Peter was just continuing to fulfill his call though. It wasn’t that long ago that he had shared with Cornelius and his family and introduced them to Jesus. And even though it was their (Cornelius and his family) decision to accept Jesus as their Savior, it was the work of the Holy Spirit who brought it all together. And this same Holy Spirit is who invaded the life of all who were listening to Peter’s message.

The Holy Spirit is a Gift for Everybody (Acts 10:45)

According this verse it is pretty obvious that the Holy Spirit is a gift for everybody – no questions asked. It is important for us to understand that Christians are filled with the Holy Spirit. Basically that means that when we accept Jesus as our Savior and he cleanses us of all our sin, the Holy Spirit will start to guide and control our lives if we allow Him to. God, through the Holy Spirit, will constantly direct us in our everyday lives. The Holy Spirit is a true gift from God. If you look back a few verses you will see this same thing happen to Cornelius and his family as Peter shared the good news with them.  

The Gentiles Showed their Thankfulness (Acts 10:46)

We all have many things to be thankful for. Cornelius and these other Gentiles were very thankful for the way God spoke to them through the Holy Spirit. They expressed their thankfulness for the mercy they received from God by praising Him in a bold way. They weren’t scared or afraid of what other people would think. They were just extremely thankful because of the blessing God had given them. They were automatically bold in their faith and they weren’t ashamed about it at all. If something outstanding were to happen to you it would be very difficult for you not to tell anyone. That is exactly how it was for these Gentiles. They were so excited that they could not keep quiet.
Challenge:

Realize that the Holy Spirit gives you all of the power you need for ministry.

1. Listen Carefully – Pay close attention to messages, lessons and everyday life to see and hear what God might be placing on your heart to share with others.
2. Be Willing To Share The Gift – When you feel that you have heard God tell you to do something or to share Jesus with others you should do two things: 1) Remember that at some point the gift was shared with you, and 2) Allow God to work through you without being hesitant.
3. Be Thankful – You should thank and praise God even before He uses you because that is an act of faith that he will use you to share the gift.
Youth Lesson – Week 8
One Solid Connector

Purpose:  To teach students the significance of baptism.
Text :  Acts 10:47-48, Romans 3:28, Matthew 28:19-20 
Introduction:
There are two very important steps at the beginning of the Christian journey. The first step is acknowledging faith in Jesus and being saved, and the second step is getting baptized. In today’s lesson we will take a look at the significance of being baptized.

Lesson:

The Question of Baptism (Acts 10:47)

It seems everything is finally smacking Peter in the face. He understands that God, the Holy Spirit and Jesus are for everyone – there is no exception. Just as the Jews can be baptized, so too can the Gentiles. God has made Himself available to all who want Him and in Acts 10 this all finally makes sense to Peter.

Although it is very important to be baptized, it is not necessary to get into Heaven. Being baptized is not what offers salvation to somebody. Romans 3:28 says, “For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from observing the law.”  This verse tells us that there is simply one requirement for salvation and that is faith. Only believing in Jesus saves somebody. You are not saved by doing good things that compensate for the bad. You are not saved because of how large or small your church is. You are not saved because your parents believe in Jesus. You are only saved by faith in Him.

The Command of Baptism (Acts 10:48)

In The Wesleyan Church we view baptism as a sign of a person’s profession of faith in Jesus. Baptism helps us recognize our desire to obey Christ. In Matthew 28:19-20 Jesus says, “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” Being baptized was obviously important to Jesus because he mentioned it in the Great Commission, his parting words to his disciples. 

What Baptism Shows:

· Getting baptized identifies a persons desire to be joined with Jesus. Water baptism is a way to show publicly that we have been placed into the body of Christ when we were saved.

· Baptism shows a person’s desire to follow Christ. It shows the final break with the old life and invites the new life in. Being baptized shows publicly that a person is headed in a different direction and that they are taking the first steps on a new road.

· It’s a way of telling everybody, “I’m a new person, a new creation in God.”

· Baptism is going public for Jesus. It’s saying to everyone there, “I have decided to follow Jesus and there’s no turning back.”

Challenge:
1. Write down your own salvation experience – Take 30 minutes; sit down by yourself with a piece of paper and a pen, and start writing how you remember Jesus coming into your life. Write down what life looked like before Jesus and what it looks like now.

2. If you haven’t already, get baptized – Pray about it and if you feel like God really wants you to be baptized, don’t be afraid. Talk about it with your parents and your pastor. Let them know how you feel.

3. Share with others the significance of baptism – Tell you friends and family what you have learned baptism is all about.
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