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Message for Week 1
Sermon Title:  Ready 4 More: Personal Readiness :: Deepen the Soul
Purpose:  God uses people who are personally ready for more.
Scripture Focus: Acts 10:1-8

Key verse, Acts 10:2-3a - He and all his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to those in need and prayed to God regularly. One day at about three in the afternoon he had a vision. (NIV)
Introduction:

Have you ever wanted more? (Insert a personal story of a time you wanted more. It can be anything from a bigger serving of food at a restaurant to more in a relationship. Be specific. Tell your story then connect it to our desire for more of God.)

There is a deep longing in our heart to find God. Our hearts hunger to connect with Him more. We desire more intimacy with God. We long to connect with the One who created us, but sometimes we don’t really know how to go deeper with Him. Because of what we have done wrong or what we have failed to do at all, we may wonder, what’s the trick? What’s the key to getting to God or seeing God respond? How do we see even greater things in our lives and the lives of others? We can even become satisfied with less. We can become comfortable with just a surface relationship with God. However, when Jesus invited his disciples to follow him, he specifically told Nathaniel, “You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You shall see greater things than that” (John 1:50). When we are fully committed to following and pursuing Jesus we can see more; we can see even greater things. We can go deeper with Him.
There is a story in the Bible (Acts 10) that involved two men who wanted more. Because they were personally ready, God used them and allowed them to see more. 

God uses people who are personally ready for more…who deepen the soul. Let’s look at this.

Sermon Outline

Being ready for more:
Starts with a commitment to pursue.
· Cornelius was devoted, willing, obedient, generous, prayerful and teachable. He was ready for more. As a centurion, he pursued excellence as a leader, but he also pursued God as a man devoted to prayer. He was also committed to his faith, and although he lacked a relationship with Jesus, he would soon have that. He wanted to see even greater things, and his readiness was rooted in commitment and investment. 
· Introduce/explain the concept of spiritual disciplines. Emphasize one or two disciplines that you want to ultimately challenge them to implement in the application.

Takes an investment. (v. 2)

· Obey…now! Cornelius immediately followed the angel’s instructions.

· Be willing to pay a cost: Cornelius sent three men; two servants and a devout soldier. He could have sent less people or even less qualified people, but he responded by giving God his best.

· Jim Elliot – “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain that which he cannot lose.” 

Prayer precedes the vision. (v. 3-4)

· When we follow Jesus, we can expect to see even greater things, but it will first require the discipline of prayer. Prayer precedes readiness and vision. If you want to see God move, pray first! 

· What set Cornelius apart was prayer, and we will see later it was what set Peter apart also. 

God uses people who are ready for more! (Devoted, Willing, Obedient, Generous, Prayerful, Teachable) John 5:20 says “For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, to your amazement he will show him even greater things than these.”
Application

1. Pursue God: Make an intentional effort to participate in prayer and one other spiritual discipline leading up to Easter.

2. Make the investment: time, saying no to something to be ready to say, “What is it, Lord?” (v. 4)
3. Pray.

Conclusion

We are not worthy to untie Jesus’ sandals; but in John 1, Jesus says, “Come and see.” He is the one who connects us to God and prepares us for the work ahead, and all who follow him are given a new life and the ability to see even greater things.

Jesus told Nathaniel that he would “see even greater things than that” (John 1:50). I want us to see “even greater things” in our church. Do you? Do you want to see God do greater things in your family? In your marriage? In your workplace? In your life? I do, but that only happens when we believe and follow Him. It does not happen with a half-hearted commitment or a passing agreement. It happens when we put aside the things of this world, and we say, “I’m in. I’m all in.” 

John Wesley once said, “If your heart is as my heart, then put your hand in mine.” Let’s do that. Let’s hold onto Him and each other, and let’s go and see even greater things. Jesus says, “Come and see.” He invites us to follow Him; and if we do, we, as a church, will see even greater things.
Message for Week 2
Sermon Title: Ready 4 More: Unexpected Relationships :: Find Relationship
Purpose: To convey that God uses unexpected relationships to do even greater things. 
Scripture Focus: Acts 10:9-23a
Key verse, Acts 10:23a - Then Peter invited the men into the house to be his guests.
Introduction:

Start your introduction then use something unexpected to get the congregation’s attention (drop a book, someone shout, etc.)
Throughout scripture there are various stories of how God got the attention of different people. He used plagues to get the attention of the Egyptian people. He used fire from Heaven to get the attention of the people on Mount Carmel. He used a bright light and loud voice to get Paul’s attention on the road to Damascus. He used a vision to get the attention of a centurion named Cornelius, and He did the same thing to get the attention of the disciple named Peter. 

There is a deep longing in our heart to find God. Our hearts hunger to connect with Him more. We desire more intimacy with God, but we can get distracted and miss what God wants to do in and through us. Then we wonder why we don’t see Him doing more in our lives and the lives of others.

There is a story in the Bible (Acts 10) that shows how God used unexpected relationships to change lives. 

The truth is, God uses unexpected relationship to do even greater things.  Check it out.

Sermon Outline

Being ready for more involves:
Intercession (Prayer)
· Peter was a man of prayer. As he prayed, God revealed His plan to take the message of the gospel to the Gentiles. That rocked his world! It was a huge paradigm shift, totally unexpected. 

· God communicates with us in prayer. Prayer always precedes our ability to identify the people He is leading to Himself if we are willing to obey. Strive to be open to what God may say. Sometimes when we get caught up in our own expectations we are out of position to hear God and to be used by God. 
Interruptions (Distractions or Opportunities)
· Peter had to overcome the distraction of hunger during his prayer time, but he also had to recognize a God-orchestrated opportunity in the call from the street. We need to know the difference in interruptions. Are they distractions or opportunities? Distractions need to be removed or overcome, but opportunities need to be pursued.

· Expect the unexpected. Throughout the gospels, Peter and the other disciples repeatedly expected the usual. But they were following Jesus and should have been expecting more and anticipating unexpected things. We should always expect the unexpected. Are you expecting more?
Invitations
· It was a big stretch for Peter to move beyond the longstanding separation between Jews and Gentiles, but God was calling him to extend salvation to all who call upon the name of Jesus.

· We need to look for relationships beyond the obvious; beyond barriers. This may include giving and accepting invitations to build relationships of Kingdom impact. It may involve removing barriers. Be ready and open for new relationships. New relationships that God can use require us to “move” and change. Be open to change!
Lost people - those at risk, alone, hurting and hopeless - matter to God. He cared enough to send His Son to die. He has loved us from the beginning of time. He asks us to be conveyers of His love.
Application

1. Intercede: Pray with eyes of faith. Expect the unexpected. 

2. Recognize interruptions for what they are. Some are distractions some are opportunities. Don’t miss out on God’s next new thing.

3. Give and take invitations to build new relationships of Kingdom impact. Identify one person you can invest in this week who needs to know Jesus.

Conclusion

Lost people matter to God. He sent His Son to die. He will leave the 99 to find the one. He calls men and women, like Peter, to care enough to pray, pursue relationships and invite people in. Let’s not respond like Peter initially did by saying, “Surely not, Lord!”

We need to be concerned with men and women coming to know Christ. So continue to invite your friends to (church name). Who needs to be here? What relationship can you explore? Invite them to come be part of what God is doing here on Easter.
Message for Week 3
Sermon Title: Ready 4 More: New Opportunities :: Join the mission
Purpose: To remind believers that when we make the most of opportunities, God does even greater things.
Scripture Focus: Acts 10:23b-33

Key verse, Acts 10:33b – “Now we are all here in the presence of God to listen to everything the Lord has commanded you to tell us.”
Introduction

(Well in advance, ask a member of the congregation to come prepared to share a personal story of when they tried something new. It can be anything from skydiving, eating anchovies or going on a mission trip. Have them describe their experience. You could even interview them.)

Have you ever tried something new? Those moments are usually filled with mixed emotions. New things contain opportunities; and when we are willing to move beyond fears, preconceived notions, and limits, we can experience so much more in life.

Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father” (John 14:12). When we make the most of “kingdom” opportunities, God does even greater things. Let’s get back into Acts 10 to see how.

Sermon Outline

To be ready for more:
Expect More! Join the mission with expectancy:
· Jesus gave us a mission to “Go and make disciples”. Cornelius was expecting Peter and had actually gathered together a large audience (v. 24b). They were ready to listen to everything Peter would say (v. 33b).
· We serve a God who is able to do immeasurably more than we can ask or imagine (Eph. 3:20). Living expectantly will lead to new opportunities!
Build relationships of impact
· Cornelius eagerly built relationships of impact and invited more to be included. The result was a ready and waiting group to hear the good news about Jesus when Peter arrived.

· Look for ready people. Who is ready to hear? Who is asking spiritual questions? Who is facing significant issues in life? Life transformation is the work of God, and we need to prayerfully look for where He is already working and join Him in that work. 

Remove obstacles and barriers
· Building relationships of impact will require intentional effort to remove barriers; i.e. stigma, cultural norms, misperceptions and past mistakes.
· What barriers can you help to remove for a friend or loved one?

“Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity” (Col. 4:4-5).
Application

1. Ask God to show you the opportunities He brings in front of you.

2. Be willing and prepared to make the most of the opportunity: 

a. 1 Peter 3:15 – “But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.”
b. “I will prepare and some day my chance will come.” -Abraham Lincoln
3. Pray and specifically ask God to remove obstacles that stand in the way of your loved one knowing Jesus.

Conclusion

Everyday God is working to draw men and women to Himself. He wants all people to be reconciled in relationship to Him through Jesus, and we play a vital role in that. We can make a difference as we prayerfully make the most of opportunities the Lord brings before us. If we do, people will be set free. Things will change in our families, our churches, our communities, our nation and our world. We can see the fulfillment of the Great Commission. So let’s press on together with Him!

“The world needs dreamers and the world needs doers. But above all, the world needs dreamers who do.” --Sarah Ban Breathnach

Message for Week 4
Sermon Title: Ready 4 More: Success in the Mission :: Tell the Story
Purpose: To show that we will see even greater things when we simply tell the story.
Scripture Focus: Acts 10:34-44

Key verse, Acts 10:44 - While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message.

Introduction:

Invite the congregation to turn to someone beside them and take one minute to share a personal experience from the past week. Then listen to the other person - two to three minutes total.  Debrief it: Was it hard to start? Easy to tell the story? Could you repeat the other person’s story? 

It is not that hard to just tell or listen to a story. It is natural and effective. When speaking about his book, Epic, John Eldredge said:

“… you won't interpret your life correctly until you understand it as a story within a larger story, that it is an epic, that we live in something no less than the Lord of the Rings, or the Matrix, or Gladiator, or Titanic. Most Christians don't see it that way. It is really the Four Spiritual Laws meet Hollywood. It is a re-presentation of the gospel using story, film, and the imagery that really speaks to our hearts. There is a story written on every human heart. It is the same story - good and evil, love, romance, danger, sacrifice. It is all there. Jack dies in Titanic so that Rose may live. Wallace dies in Braveheart to set Scotland free. Maximus dies in Gladiator that the people might be free. See the themes? The Return of the King, it is all borrowing from the gospel. If we can give the gospel back to people in Technicolor, if we can give it back to them in its full beauty, that is what I want to do.”

We’ve complicated sharing the Gospel. It is a grand story that simply needs to be shared. When we do that, lives can be changed and people set free. In fact, as we conclude our journey through Acts chapter 10, we will see how telling the story can lead to much more. We can see even greater things when we simply tell the story. 

Sermon Outline

Being ready for more:
Take the risk
· Peter took a risk as he ventured into the home of a Gentile and then began to share the story of Jesus to an unreached people.

· Many times it is the reality of risk that keeps us silent in our settings. The risk of rejection, the risk of failure, the risk of difficult questions or the risk of looking foolish can all keep us from simply sharing. But it is worth any risk to point others to life in Jesus.

· “Life is not a journey to the grave with the intention of arriving safely in a pretty well preserved body, but rather to skid in broadside, thoroughly used up, totally worn out and loudly proclaiming, ‘Wow, what a ride.’” – Anonymous
Tell the story
· What strikes me about Peter’s message is that he was simply telling the story. It wasn’t particularly eloquent or creative. He did not have or use a catchy theme, video or drama. He just shared the story keeping Jesus as the hero. 

· Too many times when we tell “the story,” it is about us; and we become the hero in the story. However, the story is about Him and what He has done. It may involve us but only to demonstrate what God has done, to show His fingerprints on our lives. It’s not about you or me. It is about Jesus. So simply share. Tell the story.

Present, don’t convince
· When Peter shared he presented the facts. He was not arguing, debating or even trying to convince with human intellect. He just presented the truth.

· When we share we need to simply present. Our primary job is to present the truth not to convince. It is the Holy Spirit’s job to move in the mind, convict the heart and bring about change. That is what happens in the house as Peter simply shared so that more people will ultimately stand before the throne (v.44).
After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. And they cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.” (Rev. 7:9-10)
It’s a matter of life and death
· Dr. James Dobson relates the story of Pete Maravich, one of the top five basketball players of all time. (June 22, 1947 – January 5, 1988) Nicknamed “Pistol Pete”, he was a native Pennsylvanian who starred in college at Louisiana State University (LSU) and for three NBA teams. Still identified as all-time leading NCAA Division I scorer with 3,667 points scored and an average of 44.2 points per game, he accomplished this without the benefit of a three-point line and despite the fact that NCAA rules prohibited him from playing on the varsity team as a freshman. But Maravich’s fame and financial success did not bring him happiness. For many years, he tried to find satisfaction in wild living and heavy drinking. It was not until after his retirement from basketball that Pete Maravich found true happiness in Christ. Dobson said, “He gave his heart to Jesus Christ, and for the next five years, he was on fire for the Lord.” Maravich appeared on Dobson’s radio program in 1988. After the interview, they played a game of pick-up basketball with several others. When the game ended, Dobson turned to Maravich and said, “Pete, you can’t give up basketball. This game means too much to you.” Maravich explained he had experienced pain in his right shoulder for more than a year, but now it had disappeared. “I feel just great,” he said. Those were his last words. Maravich collapsed on the basketball court, and minutes later, died in Dobson’s arms.
Later that day, Dobson sat down with his son Ryan, who was 17 at the time. Dobson said, “I told him that what happened to Pete wasn’t an isolated event. This is the human condition. This is all of us. It will happen to me some day….Pete Maravich didn’t have an opportunity to speak with his family one last time. But I want to tell you, be there. On resurrection morning, be there. I will be looking for you then. Nothing else matters. Be there.”
· Philippians 2 reminds us that we are called to shine like stars in this world as we hold out the Word of Life (Phil. 2:15-16). Peter went to see Cornelius to hold out the Word of Life so that others would be there! We need to do the same. We need to tell the story and invite people to life. Not just heaven, but life. 
Application

1. Risk: Take the risk of sharing. It is worth it!

2. Tell the story of Jesus Christ and the difference He has made in your life with at least one person this week. Be sure to keep Him as the hero of the story as you present the greatest story ever.

Conclusion

There is a deep longing in the heart of every human being to find God. Our hearts hunger to connect with Him more. We desire more intimacy with God.  We long to connect with the One who created us. When men and women of God will pray, prepare themselves, pursue new relationships and opportunities, we will see the greatest thing…more in the multitude around the throne of God for eternity.

"Far better it is to dare mighty things, to win glorious triumphs, even though checkered by failure, than to take rank with those poor spirits who neither enjoy much nor suffer much, because they live in the gray twilight that knows neither victory nor defeat." – Theodore Roosevelt  
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Message for Week 5

Sermon Title:  Ready 4 More: Jesus is the Only Lord, Jesus is the Odd Lord
Scripture Focus: Acts 10:36 - You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all.
Introduction:

Every single one of us has a lord. Someone or something is the lord of your life. You may or may not be consciously aware of whom or what your lord is, but you have one. The lord of your life has your allegiance, orders your priorities, and is the fuel behind your deepest desires.

It is human nature to orient our lives around our lord. Since we will live and maybe even die for our lord, it would be wise for us to honestly and prayerfully reflect upon the question: Who is really the lord of my life? 

Sermon Outline

Jesus is the Only Lord 
· Peter, a Jew, is proclaiming in the home of Cornelius, a Gentile, that Jesus is the “Lord of all.” Cornelius would have spent most of his life believing that the true “lord of all” is the Roman Caesar. To embrace Jesus, not Caesar, as lord would have been a life altering paradigm shift for a Roman like Cornelius. It is not possible to have two lords (see Mt. 6:24); only one lord can have your heart. The list of possible lords is endless but some of the most popular are wealth, success, beauty, sex, and power. But the only Lord that God endorsed through His anointing and empowering presence is Jesus the Christ. 

· You might want to highlight and illustrate some things that compete with Christ to be lord of our lives. Physical objects and props might add a positive and humorous visual effect. Maybe you can surround the worship platform with things like a motorcycle (possessions) or a brief-case (career) to help people see more clearly the impotence of other lords.  
Jesus is the Odd Lord
· The Caesar brain-washed people into embracing the notion of Pax Romana, “the peace of Rome,” but Peter is proclaiming that the “good news of peace” comes only “through Jesus.” The Roman Caesar kept the peace by overpowering his subjects, but the Lord Jesus sought peace by humbly “doing good and healing” his people. Simply put, Rome sought peace by controlling people but Jesus brought peace by liberating people. In a world full of lords who exerted their power to keep people down, Jesus used his power to raise people up. When Rome is lord, people will be oppressed. When Jesus is Lord, people will be freed. This, among other things, makes Jesus an odd sort of Lord compared to all other possible lords. 

· Illustrate the oddness of Jesus’ style of lordship. Compare Jesus to Hitler, Mussolini or modern day “Romes.” Try your best to highlight the oddness of Jesus’ love, humility and grace. It won’t be hard. 
Who is Your Lord?
· Cornelius had to make the same choice we must make. Would Caesar or Jesus be his lord? Peter said earlier in Acts that God has established Jesus as “Lord” (Acts 2:36). God is with Jesus, and God is with us if we are with Jesus by inviting Him to be our Lord. The question remains, how do we know whether or not Jesus is really our Lord? If Jesus is our Lord, then Father God sends the same Holy Spirit to live in us so that we, like Jesus, go “around doing good and healing all.” The book of Acts showcases over and over again that when people submit to Jesus the Son as Lord, the Father sends the Holy Spirit into those people and they begin to do what Jesus did, to live how Jesus lived. If Jesus is Lord of your life, you will know it by the presence and power of God’s Spirit in your life, working to set you and other people free from the lords that enslave us!  

Application

4. On the piece of paper provided in your bulletin/worship folder write down the lord that most competes with Jesus for your allegiance. (Pastors may want to provide a list of possibilities from which the people can circle one choice.) Then, if you are willing to submit and commit to Jesus Christ as Lord, write “Jesus” over top of the competing lord. During the closing song, those of you who are making Christ your Lord are invited to come forward and lay that piece of paper at the foot of the cross. (or some other symbolic location in your sanctuary/worship center)
5. Spend some time considering if you have a friend or family member who has established a lord for themselves other than Jesus. We will spend a few minutes praying for these friends/family members. 
6. Follow Jesus in “doing good” by reaching out to those friends/family members in tangible ways during the coming week. (Provide a few “tangible” suggestions.)
Conclusion

The proof that we have oriented our lives toward Jesus as our Lord is that we will begin more and more to live how he lived, love as he loved, and do what he did. When Jesus is your Lord it will be reflected in how you use your time, talents, and treasure, as well as how you view your relationships and possessions. If Jesus is Lord, your life will be so caught up in Father, Son and Holy Spirit that you can’t help but experience freedom and set others free from lesser lords.  

Message for Week 6
Sermon Title: Ready 4 More: The One Party “Everyone” is Invited to Attend
. 
Scripture Focus: Acts 10:43 - All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.
Introduction:

The Apostle Peter, a Jewish Christian, is coming to a radically new understanding of the good news about Christ – it is actually accessible to “everyone who believes.” Everyone is on the invitation list, even non-Jews like Cornelius! This good news is cosmic in its scope; it is for all people of all nations in all places at all times. The kingdom of God is the one and only party everyone is invited to attend. This reality is both a comfort and a challenge to us.

Sermon Outline

The Comfort is that “Everyone” Includes You
· Peter was invited to receive the benefits of the kingdom party, namely a clean slate through belief in Jesus. Peter felt he was unworthy of a relationship with Christ, an invitation to the kingdom party (see Luke 5:8). But it didn’t prevent him from attending. Maybe you, like Peter, feel unworthy of an invitation to receive forgiveness of all your sins through the sacrifice of Christ, the party host. Maybe you and others in your life have put labels on you that lead you to believe that you are excluded, not on the invitation list. The labels plastered to you might be divorcee, addict, loser, no good, drop-out, criminal, nuts, proud, selfish, ugly, too fat, too thin, rich, poor, homeless, hell-bound, hopeless or, like Peter, “sinful” (Lk.5:8). 
· Your ultimate label, designated by God, is “son” or “daughter.” Jesus has come to invite all the sons and daughters – everyone - back to God through this kingdom party. The comforting good news is that this “everyone” includes you, no matter what you’ve done and where you’re at. You don’t have to get cleaned up before you come to the party; come as you are and He will clean you up. 

· This would be a great place for you to share the testimony of how Christ invited you to the kingdom party and your process of accepting the invitation despite your fears and feelings of inadequacy.      


The Challenge is that “Everyone” Includes Others
· Peter, a Jew, was taught from birth that Jews were the chosen and favored people of God. This belief usually led Jews to exclude all other people from the party. In fact, this led a number of Jewish Christians to argue that before Gentiles could become Christians they had to become Jews first, primarily through circumcision. As you read the beginning of Acts 10 you discover that Peter struggled with the same beliefs.

· While “everyone” on the invitation list includes you and your loved ones, it also includes those groups or people you may want to exclude. If you’re Republican, it may bug you to find Democrats at the party or vice-versa. If you’re rich it may bug you to find the poor at the party or vice-versa. Sometimes we can be like the prophet Jonah, a Jew, who did not want to go and preach to Ninevites, non-Jews, because he was afraid they would repent, turn to God, and end up at the kingdom party with him. Sometimes we can be like the older brother in the parable of the prodigal son (Lk. 15:11-32) in that we want to exclude younger brothers from the party. It’s easy for us to forget that at one time we were the younger brother looking to come home to our heavenly father. We must be careful that over time, we do not become the older brother who is angry because the father loves the younger brother too. 

· Illustrate a time when you attended a party or event only to discover that you were not all that pleased with who was on the guest list. Describe your own internal struggle as it relates to the inclusivity of the gospel for “everyone who believes.”  

Application

1. Write down the negative labels that you or others have attached to you that can lead you to feel as if you’re excluded from an invitation to Christ’s kingdom party. During the closing song, bring that list of labels to one of the paper shredders in the sanctuary as an expression of your willingness to accept Christ’s invitation to come to Him despite your inadequacies. 
2. Who is the last person or group of people you would want to see accept an invitation to the party Christ is throwing where forgiveness of sins is offered? Spend some time each day for the next week praying for that person or group to come to faith in Jesus Christ, and put your heart into it.
 

Conclusion

If you accept the comfort of being invited to Christ’s party, you must also be ready and willing to embrace the challenge of receiving and rejoicing for “everyone” else who comes to the party too. To receive the benefits is to extend the benefits. That’s how the gospel works—you pass on to others what you have been freely given by Christ. 
Message for Week 7
Sermon Title: Ready 4 More: Got Spirit?
Scripture Focus: Acts 10:46 - For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God.
Introduction

The Holy Spirit is perhaps the most mysterious person of the Trinity. We can envision the Father and the Son, but the Holy Spirit has no form. The role of the Spirit is also hard to comprehend compared to the role of the Father who spoke to create the universe and the Son who died and rose from death to redeem the world. Luke, the author of Acts, highlights that one of the main evidences of the Holy Spirit in a believer is that the believer will live a life that magnifies God. 
Sermon Outline

The Holy Spirit Comes Upon Believers
· The Holy Spirit came upon those in Cornelius’ house who “heard the message.” The Greek word for “heard” is not passive but an active and continual listening to, and receiving of, the message Peter was preaching. In other words, the prerequisite for receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit is to embrace Jesus Christ as Lord. 
· When people take that initial step toward reorienting their lives around the loving lordship of Christ, the Holy Spirit enters into them. How do you know that you have really “heard the message” of salvation through Christ and put your life in Christ? You will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, that’s how!

The Holy Spirit Does Not Discriminate
· The Jewish Christians who accompanied Peter to Cornelius the Gentile’s house were shocked that the Holy Spirit would come upon someone who wasn’t Jewish. This was a foreign concept to them, but they couldn’t deny that it happened. 
· Regardless of your age, economic level, educational background, struggles, failures, regrets, disabilities, habits, hurts and hang-ups, the Holy Spirit does not discriminate against you. And when the Holy Spirit enters into us, we won’t discriminate against others in ways that keep them from God.   

The Holy Spirit Magnifies God
· When the Holy Spirit comes upon a person, that person will speak and live in a manner that magnifies God. The Greek word for “praising” is megaluno and means, in this context, to expand and extend the greatness of God. God doesn’t just accept and forgive us through Christ; he actually weds His Spirit to us so that our lives become a partnership with him that expands God’s greatness! Wow!  

· What does it look like for a believer to live a God-magnifying life by the power of the Holy Spirit? Luke has already answered this question in the gospel he wrote before he penned Acts. When the Spirit came upon Jesus he lived a life that magnified God (Lk. 4:14-21). When the Spirit comes upon us we will live as Christ lived and magnify God much the same way. In other words, the Spirit magnifies God through our lives by seeking to form the character of Christ in us and accomplish the mission of Christ through us.
· Illustrate how the believer begins to live like Jesus when wedded to God’s Spirit. If you’re married, maybe you can highlight how being wedded to your spouse has changed and shaped who you are. Being connected to my wife has changed me over time. I appreciate, as a result of being with my wife, color coordination. In fact, there was a time I didn’t even see home décor but now I can’t help but notice it. Being wedded to God through his Spirit begins to shape, change, and transform who we are so that our lives magnify him. 
Application

1. What work of the Holy Spirit in you would most enlarge the greatness of God? Consider the fruit of the Spirit that God is most wanting to cultivate in you: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control (Gal. 5:22-23). (Provide a card with these fruit and ask people to circle the two they need most in order to magnify God in their lives). 
2. What work of the Holy Spirit through you would most enlarge the greatness of God? Based upon what Jesus said the Holy Spirit would accomplish through Him in Luke 4:14-21, what might the Spirit want to do through you so that your life magnifies God? (Provide a card listing several service opportunities within the church and within the community.. Have each person circle and commit to the one ministry that they sense can most magnify God through them by submitting that card.)  
Conclusion

When God has you, you will have His Holy Spirit. When you embrace with your life the good news truth that Jesus Christ is the loving Lord of the universe and the savior of all who receive Him, you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. And, if the Holy Spirit is in you, your life will magnify God because the Spirit will form the character of Christ in you and will accomplish the work of Christ through you…if you let Him.   

Message for Week 8
Sermon Title: Ready 4 More: Savoring the Wedding Day and the Marriage
Scripture Focus: Acts 10:48 - So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.
Introduction:

Over the past few weeks we have considered how a person enters into and develops a relationship with Jesus Christ. Cornelius and his household heard the good news about Christ, they embraced Him through faith, and received the Holy Spirit. This leads them to the waters of baptism, the next step in their journey with Christ. Baptism is sort of like the wedding day of the Christian faith. Today we will consider why baptism (the wedding day) and discipleship/growth (the marriage) are necessary ingredients to an intimate, vital, and eternal relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Sermon Outline
Baptism is the Wedding Day (Initial Love)
· The Apostle Peter “ordered” that these new believers get baptized right away. But why is baptism so important? 
· Because it is the wedding vows of the Christian faith through which one says publically, “I belong to Jesus and he belongs to me.” In the same way that a bride and groom publically declare their allegiance, love, faithfulness and loyalty to each other on their wedding day, the Christ-follower basically says the same thing through baptism. The traditional vows of the wedding ceremony can be adapted to depict what we promise Jesus and what He has promised us, that we will love each other for better or worse, richer or poorer, and in health and sickness for as long as we both shall live, for eternity. 
· We get baptized also because Jesus was baptized (Mt. 3:13-15) and commanded us to do the same for others (Mt. 28:16-20). Baptism is not for people who have it “all together.” The only thing needed to qualify for baptism is saving faith in Jesus Christ. That’s it! That’s all Cornelius and his household had at this point and it was enough. 
· Baptism as the wedding day is a metaphor that can be developed in a variety of ways. Feel free to connect the two sacred events using your personal experiences in getting married and officiating weddings.
Discipleship is the Marriage (Increasing Love)
· As spectacular as the baptistic wedding day may be, it is only the beginning and not the pinnacle of our relationship with Christ. Any married couple who views the wedding day as the ultimate height of their love for each other will miss the beauty and potential of growth in the life-long covenant of marriage.

· Once a Christian gets baptized, they are not just committed for the wedding day; they are committing to grow and develop throughout the marriage on the discipleship journey. Cornelius asked Peter to stay with him a few more days probably to learn from the apostle how to develop and grow in his love for Christ. 

· Baptism was not the end but the beginning of the discipleship marriage. Love develops in marriage only when couples spend quality time together getting to know each other and serving each other. The same is true in our bond with Christ.
· Help the congregation picture what discipleship, or Christian growth, looks like in the lives of people who press on to develop their love for Christ for the long-haul. Tell a story about a Christ-follower whose love for Christ goes deeper as they grow older.
Application

1. You are invited to be baptized (today or in a service that will take place soon) and experience the wedding day of the Christian faith. Don’t miss out on the power of this event in your life. 

(You may want to have a baptism instruction class to help people understand and get the most out of their baptism experience.) 
2. There are some “Discipleship Commitments” listed on the card in your bulletin that can potentially develop and deepen your love for Christ. Please take a few minutes to fill that out and drop it in the offering plate this morning. 
(Some possible “Discipleship Commitments” might include: joining a small group, requesting a mentor, volunteering for a ministry, and/or attending a prayer meeting. Make sure there is a plan in place to respond to peoples’ commitments.) 
.
Conclusion

Most couples date for a while to test the waters and see if they’re compatible enough for marriage. If you have found in Christ a “keeper,” someone you want to be in relationship with for the rest of eternity, why not take the next step and publically wed yourself to Him through baptism. But don’t stop there. Resolve not to simply co-exist with Jesus but to grow and deepen your love for Him day by day for as long as you both shall live.  
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