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Kid’s Lessons
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Lesson 1

Looking Forward?
Scripture Context:  Mary's Prayer, Luke 1:46-55  HOPE 

Memory Verse:  

The Mighty One has done great things for me. His name is holy. He shows His mercy to those who have respect for Him, from parent to child down through the years (Luke 1: 49-50 NIRV) (or just verse 50).
Alternative verse: 

May the God who gives HOPE fill you with great JOY. May you have perfect PEACE as you trust in Him. May the power of the Holy Spirit fill you with HOPE (Romans 15: 13 NIRV, capitalization added).
Lesson Goals:

1. Students will learn about looking forward to something with confidence (hope). 
2. Students will experience Hope (looking forward with confidence), not just wishing but also expecting!

3. Students will get a glimpse of the hope that Mary had, and the hope that we can have, too. 

LARGE GROUP PORTION

Lesson Preparation: Bring in an amaryllis bulb. If possible an amaryllis plant in bloom (an alternative would be a tulip, daffodil or paperwhite).  If resources permit, purchase for each child: one bulb, one sturdy paper cup, enough small pebbles or stones to hold the bulb in place (available at Wal - Mart for a few dollars a dozen). A pretty seed packet will work if amaryllis is not available. You will also need a Sharpie.  Alternative: Paper and crayons or colored pencils.

Hold up the bare unplanted bulb (or seed packet).

I am so excited: Look what I have. Isn’t this the coolest thing you have ever seen?

No? It isn’t so cool looking, is it?  It’s really kind of ugly, not pretty at all. But, next spring it will produce something really beautiful. At least I hope it will. I have to trust the store that sold it to me. I have to trust the picture they showed me. I HOPE it is as pretty as the picture says it will be. 

We have to trust that the picture on the package will match the flower when it comes up. We HOPE it is. Is the flower company dependable? Probably. Sometime we have to trust that we’ve studied hard enough to pass the test. We Hope we did ok. Are we dependable? Sometimes. We have to trust our parents, have confidence when they say that they will do something. We Hope that they will. Are they dependable? Most of the time. Mary had to trust God. She had HOPE that the angel was telling the truth. Is God dependable?  Always. Every single time.

Mary was going to have a baby. The situation was going to get kind of ugly because she wasn’t married yet. She would lose friends, family would stop talking to her, and she might even be killed, because that is what happened to girls and young ladies who had babies when they weren’t married. 
But Mary had HOPE!  And we can put our HOPE in God.

Bible Point:

Let’s take a look at a story some of you already know and is really the beginning of the Christmas story from Mary’s point of view. Does anyone know where we can find the story of Mary and Gabriel? (Wait for responses.) That’s right, it’s in the Gospel of Luke, chapter one. Let’s turn there together. (Choose readers or tell the story creatively.)

 
In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

 Mary was greatly troubled at His words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call Him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David, and He will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; His kingdom will never end.” 

 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 

The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. For no word from God will ever fail.” 

 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her. 

Pause here. What do you think Mary’s reaction was? (Pause for responses.) The first thing Mary did was to go and tell her cousin Elizabeth. On the way, she apparently wrote a song. Maybe she made it up right on the spot. We really don’t know, but it’s a wonderful song of someone filled with HOPE! Let’s look at it.

And Mary said: 

“My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
for He has been mindful of the humble state of His servant. 
From now on all generations will call me blessed, 
for the Mighty One has done great things for me— holy is His name. 
His mercy extends to those who fear Him, 
from generation to generation. 
He has performed mighty deeds with His arm; 
He has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. 
He has brought down rulers from their thrones 
but has lifted up the humble. 
He has filled the hungry with good things 
but has sent the rich away empty. 
He has helped His servant Israel, 
remembering to be merciful to Abraham and His descendants forever, just as He promised our ancestors.” 

Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then returned home. 

Mary had hope, and we can put our HOPE in God.

Activity: 

If you have the supplies, show the kids how to bury the bulb, roots down, under a small pile of pebbles. Tell them to keep water in it and by Christmas they should see a flower. 
Alternative. Give each child a sheet of paper. Have them draw a line down the middle from top to bottom and from left to right. Then draw two more lines, creating eight boxes. In the upper left box have the children write the word HOPE. In the bottom right box, have them write today’s memory verse. In the six remaining boxes, have them draw a flower in different stages of growth, from bulb (or seed) to fully blossomed flower.

Video Suggestion: The Visual Bible for Kids – The Birth of Jesus or The Nativity Story. Either of these videos can be used throughout the month.  Available at Amazon, these stories are from Matthew, not Luke:

http://www.amazon.com/Birth-Jesus-Story-Behind-Cross/dp/084995939X/ref=pd_sim_v_1 

SMALL GROUP PORTION

Lesson 1: Mary's Prayer, Luke 1:46-55  HOPE 

Memory Verse:  

The Mighty One has done great things for me. His name is holy. He shows His mercy to those who have respect for Him, from parent to child down through the years (Luke 1: 49-50 NIRV).  

Alternative verse: 

May the God who gives HOPE fill you with great JOY. May you have perfect PEACE as you trust in Him. May the power of the Holy Spirit fill you with HOPE (Romans 15: 13 NIRV, capitalization added).
Lesson Goals:

1. Students will learn about looking forward to something with confidence (hope). 
2. Students will experience Hope (looking forward with confidence), not just wishing but also expecting. 

3. Students will get a glimpse of the hope that Mary had, and that we can have too. 
Discussion Questions: 

Read Luke 1: 26ff. Also Luke 1:5-25 if time allows.

 

1.  What is it like to wait for something good to happen? 

2. What did God promise the Jewish people?  

3. What did that mean?  

4. What has God promised us?

Remember: we can put our HOPE in God.

Personal Response:

Non-Readers:  Draw a picture about something you hope for or something your family hopes for this Christmas.
Readers: Write a song (with or without music) poem, or story about hope in your life.
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Lesson 2
Give ‘Em Peace!
Scripture Context: Zechariah's Prophecy, Luke 1: 67-80
Memory Verse:  

 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom His favor rests” (Luke 2:14 NIV).  

Alternative verse: 
“May glory be given to God in the highest heaven! And may peace be given to those He is pleased with on earth!" (Luke 2:14 NIRV).

Lesson Goals:
1. Students will discuss “peace” in the world and look at its presence or absence.

2. Students will discover where true peace comes from (peace that can’t be taken away by circumstances) – the Prince of Peace.

3. Students will examine the story of Zechariah and His prophecy.

LARGE GROUP PORTION
Lesson Preparation:

· Have a CD player with peaceful instrumental music available for the opening. 

· Provide paper and a box of crayons or markers for each group of 4-8 students.

Opening: 

Good morning. Let’s do a little experiment.

Take a moment and close your eyes. Move away from other kids so that you are not touching anyone and they aren’t touching you. Do not talk to or bother other people in any way for the next few moments. Close your eyes.

 

I would like you to be completely quiet . . . no noise at all . . . (Wait until there is silence). That’s great. Now think about one of the happiest times in your life. Not necessarily the most fun but the happiest. Please keep quiet. Think about a happy time. You are probably thinking about a time with your family and maybe friends.  Don’t answer aloud. How do those memories make you feel? Okay, now open your eyes.  Please raise your hands if you want to answer. How do you feel? 

 

That is what peace feels like. Sometimes we need everything to be quiet for us to have peace. Sometimes we just need to know someone like Mom or Dad is there for us if we need anything. Sometimes things all around us can be noisy and confusing, but we are at peace because we know, we know that everything will be all right. We can have peace because God gives us peace.

Today we are going to look at another true story from the Bible about a man named Zechariah and his wife that had a lot of things going on that could cause confusion, anxiety, and fear, but these people had peace, because God gave them peace. We too can have peace because God gives us peace.

Bible Point:

Bring them up to speed… If you remember, Zechariah, let’s call him Zack, was a priest, and one day while he was serving in the temple all by himself an angel came and told him that his wife Elizabeth was going to have a baby. Do you remember whom Elizabeth was related to? That’s right, she was Mary’s cousin. Well Zack and Liz were both old enough to be Grandparents, way too old to be parents, and they didn’t have any kids. So, Zack questioned the angel, and what did the angel say? That’s right. Zack would not be able to speak until his wife had their baby. Do you remember what the angel said about the baby? Yes, he was going to be a prophet, (that’s someone who speaks for God), and their son was going to help people get ready for the Savior, the Messiah of Israel. So let’s turn in our Bibles to The Gospel of Luke, chapter one, to see how this story turns out.
The time came for Elizabeth to have her baby. She gave birth to a son. Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had been very kind to her. They shared her joy. 

(They had a party!)

On the eighth day, they came to have the child circumcised. They were going to name him Zechariah, like his father.  But his mother spoke up. "No!" she said. "He must be called John." 

They said to her, "No one among your relatives has that name." 

Then they motioned to his father. They wanted to find out what he would like to name the child.  He asked for something to write on. (Remember, he could not speak.) Then he wrote, "His name is John." Everyone was amazed. 

Right away Zechariah could speak again. (We should remember this, when God does something good for us, our first words should be praises.) The neighbors were all filled with fear and wonder. All through Judea's hill country, people were talking about all these things.  Everyone who heard this wondered about it. And because the Lord was with John, they asked, "What is this child going to be?" 

 His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit. He prophesied, (He sang a song to God, kind of like Mary did.) 

"Give praise to the Lord, the God of Israel! He has come and set His people free.  He has acted with great power and has saved us. He did it for those who are from the family line of His servant David. 

Long ago holy prophets said He would do it.  He has saved us from our enemies. We are rescued from all who hate us. He has been kind to our people.  He has remembered His holy covenant. 

He made an oath to our father Abraham. He promised to save us from our enemies, so that we could serve Him without fear. 


He wants us to be holy and godly as long as we live.  And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High God. You will go ahead of the Lord to prepare the way for Him.  You will tell His people how they can be saved.  You will tell them that their sins can be forgiven.   All of that will happen because our God is tender and caring.  His kindness will bring the rising sun to us from heaven.  It will shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death.  It will guide our feet on the path of peace." 

The child grew up, and His spirit became strong. He lived in the desert until He appeared openly to Israel. (Luke 1:57-80 NIRV)

With all the activity in and around Zack’s house, he knew that his son was going to introduce the Prince of Peace to the world. And that brought peace to Zack and Liz.

Activity:  Let’s see if you can work together peacefully.
Have children get into groups around your tables, no more than eight per table, no fewer than four (unless you only have four students,)

Each student should take a different colored marker. Have the first person on the team draw one line. The next person continues drawing with their marker the next line. Everyone continues in turn until they complete a picture.

It may be a good idea (but not necessary) to decide what to draw before you start drawing. Suggest to the kids that they center on the themes of Christmas and Peace.

Have everyone work silently communicating only with signs. 

Alternative: Have everyone work together at the same time to complete a picture. 

Before the kids leave, post the pictures in the front of the room, or by the door and remind them we can have peace because God gives us peace.

Video Suggestion: The Visual Bible for Kids – The Birth of Jesus or The Nativity Story. Either of these videos can be used throughout the month.  Available at Amazon, these stories are from Matthew, not Luke:

http://www.amazon.com/Birth-Jesus-Story-Behind-Cross/dp/084995939X/ref=pd_sim_v_1 
SMALL GROUP PORTION
Lesson 2: Zechariah’s Prophecy, Luke 1: 67-80

Memory Verse:  “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom His favor rests” (Luke 2:14 NIV).  
Alternate Verse:  “May glory be given to God in the highest heaven! And may peace be given to those He is pleased with on earth!" (Luke 2:14 NIRV).
Lesson Goals:
1. Students will discuss “peace” in the world and look at its presence or absence.

2. Students will discover where true peace comes from (peace that can’t be taken away by circumstances) – the Prince of Peace.

3. Students will examine the story of Zechariah and his prophecy.


Discussion Questions:

1. What were some of the things that could have taken peace away from Zack and Liz? (Example: Not being able to speak, having a baby when they are old, all the people in their house, etc.)

2. What made the difference for them so that they could have peace?

3. What are some of the things that take peace away from us?

4. What are some of the things we should remember so that we can have peace? 

5. Do you think our country would be safer if we put police or soldiers on every corner throughout the cities? Why or why not? 

6. Have you ever been to an airport in another country? What was it like?  

7. If you could ask God for one thing what would it be? Why?
Peace is sometimes as simple as not being afraid. Safety can give us a feeling of peace. Sometimes it is just a feeling because everything is nice and quiet. Calm.  But with Jesus it is more than just safety, more than just quiet.

Do you worry? Do you ever have butterflies before you do something? Peace is when your heart isn’t troubled. When you trust God to take care of you and help you, you can have peace.

Personal Response:

Non-Readers: Where is the most peaceful place in your house? Why do you think that is?  What can you do to make your house more peaceful? Have students draw a picture of that activity.

Readers:  Where is the most peaceful place in your house? Why do you think that is? What can you or your family do to make your house more peaceful?  Have students write a note to their parent(s) sharing their idea and asking for permission give their idea a try.
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Lesson 3
A Reason for Joy!
Scripture Context: Shepherd’s & Angels Praise, Luke 2: 8-20  JOY
Memory Verse:  
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. . . . “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom His favor rests” (Luke 2:10, 14).

Alternate verse: 

Always be joyful because you belong to the Lord. I will say it again. Be joyful (Philippians 4:4 NIRV)
Lesson Goals
1. Students will explore the reasons and causes of joy in today’s Bible story.

2. Students will discuss what people do today to find joy.

3. Students will discover (or re-discover) the true source of Joy. 

4. Students will be given an opportunity to choose to follow Christ.

LARGE GROUP PORTION
Lesson Preparation:
NOTE: The story may be a bit longer this week, because much of it can be repeated during the Activity Time. Please note: this is a perfect opportunity for offering a salvation message, be sure to pray ahead of time for this message in particular.  You may want to show the video while the children are enjoying their gifts.

Option one: A week ahead, ask everyone to bring a small inexpensive wrapped gift. Have a few extra in case someone forgets.  It’s Christmas time, so be prepared to have visitors.

Option two: Prepare ahead of time a small inexpensive wrapped gift for each child. It’s Christmas time so be prepared to have visitors.

Provide paper and crayons or markers.

Provide a CD player with joyful Christmas music, especially Joy to the World and Angels We Have Heard on High.

Opening:  

Are you getting excited about Christmas? It’s not long now. What are some of the things you are looking forward to doing during your break from school? Anybody taking a trip? This morning we are going to hear about some guys that made a trip, just a short one. Short but very joyful!
Bible Point:

I hope you remember the story of Mary and Joseph. She is expecting a Baby, God’s baby. Just about the time she is getting ready to have the baby the ruler, Caesar Augustus, made a law requiring everyone to go to the home of their grandparents to be counted. UUUGGGGHH! Traveling in a cart or on a donkey when you are pregnant is nooooo fun.

So Mary and Joseph head to Bethlehem, which is where Joseph’s great, great, great (say this 14 times) grandfather was born. Do you know who that was?  That’s right, it was King David. Yes, the same David that killed Goliath the giant was the great, great, great (say it again 14 times) grandfather of Joseph. That meant Joseph’s son would be in line to become king, IF the Romans would allow them to have a king.  But of course they wouldn’t. ROME was in charge!

So they went to Bethlehem, a little town, but a lot of people had relatives from Bethlehem. It was once an important city, so it was crowded. When it came time for Mary to have her baby, what happened?  (Wait for it.) That’s right, there was no room at the inn, so she had her baby in a manger, a feeding trough for animals. Let’s pick up the story in Luke, Chapter two, starting in verse eight:

There were shepherds living out in the fields nearby. It was night, and they were looking after their sheep. An angel of the Lord appeared to them. And the glory of the Lord shone around them. They were terrified. 

But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy. It is for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you. He is Christ the Lord. Here is how you will know I am telling you the truth. You will find a baby wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a manger." 

Suddenly a large group of angels from heaven also appeared. They were praising God. They said, 

"May glory be given to God in the highest heaven! 
 And may peace be given to those He is pleased with on earth!" 

The angels left and went into heaven. Then the shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem. Let's see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about." 

So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph and the baby. The baby was lying in the manger. After the shepherds had seen Him, they told everyone. They reported what the angel had said about this child. All who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 

But Mary kept all these things like a secret treasure in her heart. She thought about them over and over. 

The shepherds returned. They gave glory and praise to God. Everything they had seen and heard was just as they had been told. (Luke 2:8-20 NIRV)

Mary was joyful because she had a baby, even though it wasn’t born in a “nice, safe” place. And the shepherds were joyful because they got good news directly from heaven. Usually shepherds are ignored because they are kind of smelly….they smell like sheep. But this night, the shepherds experienced joy from heaven. And so can you and I.

Today, we’re hearing the good news that was to bring joy to all the people. You see God want us to have joy...whether we are powerful or weak, sweet-smelling or stinky, whether we have bread or steak for supper, whether our parents are living with us or one lives somewhere else. God wants us to have joy in every circumstance. And because He gives us joy, we want to worship our awesome God.

We can have joy in any circumstance because we worship an awesome God.
Activity: The gift: 

Have the kids sit in a circle on the floor with their gift on their laps. Read the story from Luke two again. Instruct the children to pass their gift to the right every time you say the word angel, God, Lord, Savior, or Glory. Don’t worry about them remembering all those words somebody will, and if not you can always emphasize the word when you get to it. When you have finished the story, 

Say:

This story is about God’s greatest gift to us, the Bible says, “God loved the world so much that He gave His one and only Son. (Jesus) Anyone who believes in Him will not die but will have eternal life.”  Much like the game we just played, there is not much you have to do to receive His wonderful gift. It’s as easy as ABC 

A.  We have to admit that we do bad things (that is called sin) and we need to be forgiven.

B. We have to believe that Jesus died to take our punishment, so we won’t be punished by God.

C. We need to choose to accept the free gift.

When we do that, Admit, Believe, and Choose, God calls us His children and makes us a part of His family. Do you want to be a part of God’s family?  I’m going to say a short prayer, and if you want to, you can pray quietly along with me. And if you believe the prayer, then you will become a child of God, a Christian.

Be sure your prayer includes the following. 

· I admit that I have sinned, done bad things that don’t please You.

· I am sorry for the bad things I have done.

· Please forgive me.

· I believe that You came, that You died to take the punishment I deserve.

· Thank You.

· I receive the free gift You give.

· Thank You for making me part of Your family.

· Help me to live the way You want me to; help me to follow You.

If you prayed that prayer with me just now, or if you prayed it before, or if you decide to do it later, God keeps His promises, and He will be your friend forever and when you die, you will go to heaven to be with Him.

Now you can unwrap your gifts and enjoy them for a few minutes.

Video Suggestion: You may want to play the video while they are enjoying their gifts.  The Visual Bible for Kids – The Birth of Jesus or The Nativity Story. Either of these videos can be used throughout the month.  Available at Amazon, these stories are from Matthew, not Luke:

 http://www.amazon.com/Birth-Jesus-Story-Behind Cross/dp/084995939X/ref=pd_sim_v_1 

SMALL GROUP PORTION
Lesson 3: Shepherds & Angels’ Praise, Luke 2: 8-20  JOY
Memory Verse:

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people.  “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom His favor rests” (Luke 2:10, 14).

Alternate verse: 
Always be joyful because you belong to the Lord. I will say it again. Be joyful. (Philippians 4:4 NIRV)
Lesson Goals
1. Students will explore the reasons and causes of joy in today’s Bible story.

2. Students will discuss what people do today to find joy. 

3. Students will discover (or re-discover) the true source of Joy. 

4. Students will be giving an opportunity to choose to follow Christ.

Discussion Questions:

NOTE: The above portion of the lesson may have given you all the discussion you may want or need for this week. But if time permits, here they are some discussion questions:

· How did you feel when you knew you were getting a gift? 

· What did you have to do to receive the gift in front of you?

· What do you have to do to receive the gift of Jesus?

When we celebrate Christmas, I hope we can all have the joy from God in our lives. And I really hope the reason for that Joy is because Jesus is your forever friend. As you give and receive gifts this Christmas, remember the wonderful gift of friendship with God, because of Jesus.

Personal Response: 

For both readers and non-readers: 
Provide the children with blank paper and crayons and have them make a Christmas card for someone they love. Have the readers help the non-readers with the written portion of their cards. Play the CD with Joy to the World, and Angels We Have Heard on High, while the kids are making their cards.
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Lesson 4
God Loves Me This Much?
Scripture Context: Simeon’s Prophecy, Luke 2: 25-32   

Memory Verse:  

“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel” (Luke 2:29-32 NIV).

Alternative Verse:

What is love? It is not that we loved God. It is that He loved us and sent His Son to give His life to pay for our sins (1 John 4:10 NIV).
Or John 3:16.

Lesson Goals
1. Students will talk about the real message of Christmas.

2. Students will dig into true love and its source (Jesus).

3. Students will be given the opportunity to share the love of God with others.
LARGE GROUP PORTION
Lesson Preparation:

· Envelopes. 

· Masking tape.

· Scissors.

· Red construction paper.

· CD player- A CD with the song Every Move I Make would be terrific.

Before class, make a large heart out of the construction paper, the bigger the better. Cut the heart into pieces, like a jigsaw puzzle. Make at least ten pieces, but you can make more if you have a large class. Put each piece in an envelope; hide some in plain sight and some in spots that are more difficult. If you have a large group you could make two puzzles, but they would have to be different colors or things will get complicated pretty quickly.
Opening: 

I don’t know about you, but I am getting excited about Christmas. There are plenty of things to be excited about – all the good food, the presents, relatives you haven’t seen for a long time. For me, the people I get to see are more special than the gifts. I get to see people that I love, and I love talking about all the things happening in our lives. 

Today we are going to share a story about someone who heard a word of love from God, and He shared that story of love with Mary and Joseph.

Bible Point:

Turn in your Bibles to Luke, chapter two. We have been reading from the first two chapters of Luke for several weeks now, and the Christmas story is almost over; let’s see what happened when Jesus was just eight days old. 
We’ll start in verse 21.
When the child was eight days old, he was circumcised. At the same time he was named Jesus. This was the name the angel had given him before his mother became pregnant (NIRV).  

Remember, they didn’t have hospitals where everyone is always washing things. They didn’t even have clean hotels and motels. Having a baby can get pretty messy, and the Jewish people have some things new mothers have to do for her and her baby that help insure that they are both healthy. They are rules for making them pure.

The time for making them pure came as it is written in the Law of Moses. 

That’s the Old Testament. 
So Joseph and Mary took Jesus to Jerusalem. 
There they presented Him to the Lord. 

At the Temple, which is like a church. 
In the Law of the Lord it says, "The first boy born in every family must be set apart for the Lord." (Exodus 13:2, 12) They also offered a sacrifice. They did it in keeping with the Law, which says, "a pair of doves or two young pigeons." (Leviticus 12:8) 

In Jerusalem there was a man named Simeon. He was a good and godly man. He was waiting for God's promise to Israel to happen. The Holy Spirit was with him. The Spirit had told Simeon that he would not die before he had seen the Lord's Christ. The Spirit led him into the temple courtyard (Luke 2:22-27a NIRV).
Can you imagine listening to God so well that every step you take can be led by the Holy Spirit? That’s the way it was with Simeon. Simeon was a good and godly man, and he was very old, but God had promised him that he would see the Savior before he died. What a great true story. And then the Holy Spirit let Simeon into the Temple right when Mary and Joseph were bringing Jesus, for their new baby sacrifice.

Then Jesus' parents brought the child in. They came to do for him what the Law required. Simeon took Jesus in his arms and praised God. 
Then he gave a prophecy about Jesus

He said, "Lord, you are the King over all.  Now let me, your servant, go in peace.  That is what you promised.  My eyes have seen your salvation. You have prepared it in the sight of all people.  It is a light to be given to those who aren't Jews.  It will bring glory to your people Israel." 

The child's father and mother were amazed at what was said about Him. Then Simeon blessed them. He said to Mary, Jesus' mother, "This child is going to cause many people in Israel to fall and to rise. God has sent Him. But many will speak against Him. The thoughts of many hearts will be known. A sword will wound your own soul too" (Luke 2:27b-35). 

Simeon was saying he could die in peace because he had seen the Savior. God loved him enough to show him the Savior, and He is the savior for people who are Jews and people who are not Jews. He loves everybody. Simeon understood that the reason Jesus was born was because of God’s extraordinary love for us. 

Activity: 
There are some envelopes hidden around the room with a special message for us, and I want you to help find them. Have the children look for the envelopes using creativity. You can say “warmer or colder,” you can give clues, have them crawl under or over furniture, or simply have them race to see how quickly they can find all the envelopes.

Once the pieces are all gathered, have the kids put the puzzle back together again and tape the completed heart on a wall in a prominent spot

This heart is a reminder of why we have Christmas. We celebrate Christmas with the ones we love. But more important than anything is to remember that we celebrate Christmas because of God’s Love for us.

Video Suggestion:

New Zealand Christmas Video on YouTube.  “The Christmas Story”
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kWq60oyrHVQ&feature=player_embedded
SMALL GROUP PORTION
Lesson 4: Simeon’s Prophecy, Luke 2: 25-32 

Memory Verse:  “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel” (Luke 2:29-32).
Alternative Verse: What is love? It is not that we loved God. It is that He loved us and sent His Son to give His life to pay for our sins (1 John 4:10).
Lesson Goals:
1. Students will talk about the real message of Christmas.

2. Students will dig into true love and its source (Jesus).

3. Students will be given the opportunity to share the love of God with others.
Discussion Questions:

1. What is God’s message to us?

2. How does God show His love to us?

3. How do you show love to God?

4. What are some of the ways people show or give “false” love?

5. How can we show God’s love to others?

Read Jeremiah 29:11-13: "I know the plans I have for you," announces the Lord. "I want you to enjoy success. I do not plan to harm you. I will give you hope for the years to come. Then you will call out to me. You will come and pray to me. And I will listen to you. When you look for me with all your heart, you will find me (NIRV).
Personal Response:

Remember last week we talked about how you can choose to be a forever friend of Jesus. When we think about great gifts, at Christmas or any other time of the year, there really isn’t a better gift that the gift of love that God gave to us. And there really isn’t a better gift to share than the gift that God gave us. I’d like us to spend a few minutes being quiet and thinking about people in our lives that need to hear the Good News. Maybe, just like Simeon, God will lead you. Ask Him to help you think of people with whom you could share God’s love. The greatest gift we could share is the good news about the love of God.

Non-Readers: Take a few minutes and draw a picture that you could share with someone that lets them know that God loves them.
Readers: Write a letter explaining to a friend or relative about the love of God. Describe what God has done for you, and what He can do for them.
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