Community Outreach Ideas

Be Creative! Through the creativity God has blessed you with, come up with your own ways to reach out for Jesus to the lost of your community. Share your ideas with us so we can tell others.
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Christmas Eve Candlelight

Traditional candle lighting services still remain an excellent way to attract in families and visitors. Consider the people in your group and the location when planning this event. While this tends to be a formal service that lasts about 1 hour, consider being creative and adding some interactive elements or create a new tradition.  Present the salvation message with an opportunity to accept Christ. (Optionally, this service can be held on the last Sunday night prior to Christmas.) 
Bethlehem & Beyond Walk-Thru (Indoor/Outdoor)

Take the tradition of a live Christmas Nativity scene to a more meaningful level. Include historical and spiritual principles in your presentation with the help of this free online resource, www.bethlehem5bc.com. Many great ideas, here are 3 that stand out:

1. Foot washing (demonstration or actual) for guests (see postlude section).

2. Communion/Lord’s Supper

3. Jesus Film DVD and/or Bibles for visitors
Nativity Visitation

This idea centers around the pastors and church leaders making themselves available to anyone in the congregation to visit their home, read the Christmas Story to them, and pray with them as a form of personalized outreach and connection during the month of December. If your pastor and leadership team are too busy, set up a schedule where volunteers can sign up to ensure that everyone can be involved.  
Random Acts of Christmas

You have heard of “Random Acts of Kindness.” Do the same thing at Christmas time. Encourage all in the congregation to do unsolicited acts of kindness for others this December in order to share the love of Christ with everyone possible in tangible ways.  Examples include shoveling someone’s drive way without being asked, scrape off someone’s car, or help elderly people who might fall on the ice walk to their destination.
Give the Gift of Music

The old stand-by still works. Convalescent Centers and other groups in your community never get tired of your church group showing up at their campus to sing about the birth of the Christ Child. The idea is to have a worship team go to neighborhood parks to play Christmas music, and offer cider and hot chocolate.   Another idea is to deck out a flat bed truck and have a worship team slowly drive through your neighborhoods playing instruments or Christmas songs from a CD player. Make sure to let people know who you are by making your church name visible. Make external outreach a point of focus and give Christmas back to your neighborhoods with no strings attached. 
The Poor and Homeless

Get into the spirit of the first Christmas. Mary, Joseph and Baby Jesus had no place to lay their heads. Perhaps there is a food pantry or homeless shelter your church body could help in a significant way this Christmas.
Poinsettia Center Piece

Deliver very large poinsettias to the homes of those who have had a death in the family that year or some other traumatic event. Check for wholesale flowers at a place like Sam's Club. Some people may choose to use these as centerpieces for their Christmas season. It is a conversation piece for everyone who visits their home. 

Gift Wrapping
Ask a local store or the mall if your group can do free gift-wrapping for their customers. As you do it, serve the community and let them know what Church your group is from. Ask a store or two to donate the wrapping supplies too.

Missions and Missionaries
Consider doing something for others around the world this Advent. As a Church, designate a special gift or several small gifts for a mission’s agency to distribute to a specific missions project or even a missionary family the Church is familiar with.

Giving Tree  
Contact an agency in your area like the Red Cross to discover who in your community could use some extra help this year. They can usually find specific needs of a family who could use some love from the body of Christ at Christmas [such as: clothing sizes; household needs; etc.]. Gather the list, write the items individually on paper ornaments, and hang the ornaments on a Christmas tree. Have the congregation pick up an ornament or two, request that the new items be brought back to the Church by a certain Sunday, and then have a Church family deliver the items to the designated household(s).

Old Time Christmas in the Park 

If your church is located in a community setting, look for a park area to hold an event for your neighbors.  Your time frame could be 1 – 2 hours.  (Let your imagination run wild here!)  

The following are some ideas you might want to incorporate or just get you thinking:

· Decorate the park to look “Christmassy”; Hang lights, decorate a tree if there is one there.  I am sure you have thought of electricity (find a home close to the park and ask to use their electricity and offer to pay their light bill for December!)

· Offer Pony rides, (Gotta get the kids there!)  If someone you know has some ponies invite them to help you.

· Bring the music.  If you have a worship team or can bring some people to play the old time Christmas songs.

· If you live in a place that is colder in the winter, some sort of fire or heat might be helpful.

· Of course offer hot chocolate and hot apple cider.

· Have food!  Get a local entity like the Fire Department to come and cook hot dogs and burgers.

· Send out invitations to the neighborhood; ask them to bring canned goods that can be donated to a local food bank.

Extreme Makeover!

Yeah call this crazy; however there are people in our communities that need things repaired or cleaned in their homes. We suggest your target group be the elderly, single parent families, military families (husband or wife has been deployed) and special needs families.
Share a Tree

Decorate a Christmas tree for shut-ins and home bound people. Perhaps the church could provide a few artificial trees and decorations for this purpose. The trees could be put up after Thanksgiving and taken down after Christmas. They could be stored at the church until next year. You can create variety by purchasing different decorations for each tree. The decorations could be rotated into a different home each year.  You could even set up a day for families to come and decorate the trees themselves.  

Adopting special needs people in your community

If you live in a community that has a facility with assisted living for mentally handicapped people, investigate and see what you might be able to do for these people. Host a service for them, invite them to one of your outreach events, and/or provide a meaningful gift that fills a need/passion in their lives.

Adopting Families 

Have men or women who are incarcerated? Adopt them this Christmas. Check in your local church first, there may be some people who can lead you in the right direction.  If not then contact your local police department Chaplin; you will find that they can be quite helpful.
Giant Christmas Blessing!

Take a special Christmas offering to help those who need help at Christmas time. Be prepared to give every cent to those the Lord leads you to!  Wouldn’t it be awesome to give away $5,000.00? $10,000.00 or even 25,000.00? Buy a single mom a car or minivan, pay a gas bill, en electric bill, mortgage payment, and pay off a mortgage! The sky is the limit, giving a blessing is so much fun!

The following are some ideas you might want to incorporate or just get you thinking:

· Start now to develop an application that can only be turned in by a member of you congregation.  (If you are a smaller church you may want to partner with another local church to do this.)

· Establish a team of people to look through the applications.

· Develop criteria for what is really needed.

· Begin asking the congregation to submit names in November or maybe the first Sunday of Advent.

· Decide on a day of distribution.

· Go and bless people with a wonderful blessing!
Community Memorial Service
Christmas time is often difficult for people who are grieving or missing loved ones who have passed away -- particularly if it is the first Christmas without their loved one.  Hold a Community Memorial Service for people who have lost loved ones during the year.  Provide a way for people to honor their loved one in a symbolic way, such as lighting a candle or placing a dove on a Christmas Tree.

Youth Outreach Ideas

Ornament Smash - Cover a room from top to bottom in plastic.  Buy large amounts of cheap Christmas ornaments. Give your teens a bat of some sort and safety goggles and let them have fun. This event can draw great numbers.

Youth Candle Light Service - This can be a surprise hit. Teens will love the atmosphere and it will be a great way to impact them with the true meaning of Christmas.

Deck the Halls Night - Teens love to decorate!  So give them a chance by decorating your youth area or part of your church. Some refreshments might make the time more fun. 
Online Ideas:

www.thesource4ym.com/holidayideas
www.youthministry.com/?q=node/5420 

www.studentministry.org/freebie-friday-48-the-christmas-caper-who-done-it-script
www.christianitytoday.com/iyf/humorfun/funnystories/12.58.html 
Kid's Outreach Ideas

Gingerbread House Building - You can make an entire night of this. Get supplies for the evening and have a competition for the most creative and etc. 

Kid's Glow Stick Service - Have a candle lighting service with your kids using glow sticks. They will have a blast and will remember this night that they learned about the true meaning of Christmas. 

Away in a Manger Night - Take your kids on a field trip to a real manger or bring the animals and hay to them. They will love this experience.

Remembrance - Invite children who have lost loved ones to a special time of remembrance.  Provide magazines for children to search through to find pictures of things that remind them of their loved one.  Allow children to cut out the pictures and paste them on cardboard shapes that can be hung as Christmas ornaments on their tree.  Allow children to decorate and embellish the ornaments with glitter, beads, etc.  As children are working on their ornaments talk with them about their loved one and allow them to express grief.  Have children take their ornament home so that each year as they hang the ornament on their tree they can remember their loved one.

Musical Tour - If your church or children's ministry does a Christmas musical or program, take it on the road.  Contact local nursing homes or rehabilitation hospitals and arrange to perform a mini version of your program at these places where people cannot get out to attend the event at your church.  Even your local mall or shopping center may be a place where you can perform your church's program.
Online Ideas:
www.childrensministry.com/articles/merry-christmas-ideas
www.ministry-to-children.com/christmas-ideas
www.mintools.com/resources-9.htm 
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  Share your new ideas by email (spiritualformation@wesleyan.org)
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