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Lighting of the Advent Candles – Week 1

Lighting the Candle of Hope: Light the first purple candle. Read aloud:

God gave a promise that a Savior would come. For many years, God’s people waited and hoped. In Bethlehem, long ago, Christ came just as He promised. This candle reminds us that our hope is in Christ, who keeps His word.

Scripture Reading: Read Galatians 4:4
“When the time had fully come, God sent his Son.”

“Just wait,” is not a favorite phrase. Our impatient generation’s vocabulary is filled with words like fast, quick, and instant. Whether it is food, service, money or technology – we don’t want to wait. “Please wait,” is not what we want to hear.

Have you ever examined a Christmas package anticipating the surprise inside? Ever rattled a present? Waiting to open presents builds anticipation. It is not an easy task for the curious and eager. God’s people waited in anticipation for the promised birth of Christ.

The Bible encourages us to “wait upon the Lord.” This is a special kind of waiting. It means “waiting with hope,” not “wait and see what happens.” It is not just the passing of time. It is anticipation. We have God’s promises to anticipate. He cares for us. His plans are good, not evil, toward us. We can trust Him. He keeps His promises.

The first mention of God’s promise of Christ was to Adam and Eve. Imagine that! He had planned His promise before He created the world. A Savior would come. A King. Christ. Every day – all year – God’s people waited, reminding themselves that Christ would come just as God had promised. They waited. They watched. They hoped. He would not come sooner than planned nor later than scheduled. At just the right moment – Jesus came. 

Christmas declares “God always keeps his promises.” In His way, in His time. He asks us to wait…with hope. He promises to return. He promises to come into our heart. He promises us pleasant surprises.

Prayer: Thank you, Lord, for keeping your promise to come into our world. Thank you for your many promises kept and anticipated. In the name of Christ, the promised Savior, we pray. Amen

Lighting of the Advent Candles – Week 2
Lighting the Candle of Faith: Read aloud and light two purple candles. 

Christ was born, just as God had promised. God’s people in other times waited and trusted in that promise. Our hope is in Christ who comes into our hearts and promises to return. The candle of hope reminds us. Today we light a new candle, the candle of faith, to remind us that we can trust the God who keeps His word.

Scripture Reading: Read Romans 10:13-17

“But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah says, ‘Lord, who has believed our message?’ Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.” 

The note that was slipped under the door had been written in Spanish. The hotel room guests spoke only English. A kind man at the front desk graciously read the message for them. He did not write the message, but he communicated it.

Each week millions of people around the world gather to hear the words of God. Written originally in ancient languages, the words of God are still being translated with careful precision. At first His Word was only spoken – then written, copied by hand, and finally printed on the first printing press. And today, in every form of communication possible, the message of God is graciously given to any who would receive it.

God’s Word calls us to trust Him. He invites us to believe His promises and His message. The prophet Isaiah of long ago understood that a message given is not necessarily a message believed.

It is interesting to notice that God delivered His message to the key characters surrounding Jesus’ birth using varied methods. The angel spoke to Mary and invited her to believe the impossible. She did. A message came in a dream to Joseph inviting him to believe God’s plan. He did. The wise men saw a silent star but understood a message God placed in the heavens. They started out believing. The shepherds lay each night under the stars, but God used an angel and heavenly hosts – not a star – to send a message. They came in a hurry, believing. 

Just as miraculous as a star or an angel’s voice, the Bible is God’s message inviting us to come to Christ. A powerful, miraculous journey begins when those who hear the message believe what they hear. 

Prayer: Father, we have heard enough to believe. Help us not to hear only, but to trust. You have said we can live forever by trusting you. Like so many before us, we believe in Jesus. Amen.

Lighting of the Advent Candles – Week 3

Lighting the Candle of Love: Read aloud and light the two purple candles, and the pink candle.

Christ was born just as God had promised. God’s people in other times waited and trusted in that promise. Our hope is in Christ who comes into our hearts and promises to return. The candles of faith and hope remind us to trust and anticipate. Today we light a new candle to remind us that God’s plans for us grow from his love.

Scripture Reading: Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-13

“…three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.”

Inside the refrigerator was only a light bulb. Empty cupboards and furniture rescued from discards decorated her clean house. Her husband had left her shortly after their educationally-challenged son’s birth eleven years ago. Her minimum-wage salary provided little. “We’ll manage,” she often said. And they did, somehow. She had reason to complain…to be bitter…to not believe. How did she face life so boldly?

This day she would cry. We helped her put away the donated groceries from our church. They would have a Christmas breakfast, dinner and leftovers for the first time ever. She wept when she saw the gifts and clothes for her son in the bottom of the box complete with wrapping paper and cards. It would be the first time in eleven years she had wrapped a Christmas gift for him to find under the tree on Christmas morning.

The outdated but neat Christmas tree stood in the corner. Underneath was a cardboard cut-out manger scene. Even the most festive home with lights, gifts, food and laughter could not compare with the worship of a loving mother and handicapped child singing carols. They understood the real news of Christmas. So many with so much can have so little. Others with so little have so much.

I wonder if God wept with joy as the greatest of Christmas gifts, His Son Jesus, was placed in a manger’s crib. God’s mighty, miraculous gifts of love are found in unsuspecting, even difficult places. Toys break; clothes shrink. But love endures. It overcomes. Life’s circumstances do not diminish it.

Prayer: We are surrounded by your love, Lord. Thank you for the gift of the people we love. Help us not to take them for granted. You are the greatest of all our gifts, Jesus. We cannot praise you enough. In your name, Amen.
Lighting of the Advent Candles – Week 4
Lighting the Candle of Joy: Read aloud and light all four outer candles, as well as the center Christ Candle (or wait to light this one with the other four on Christmas Eve).
Faith, hope, and love remain. Unto us is born a Savior - Christ the Lord. This is good news of great joy. The candle we light today is the candle of Joy, reminding us of the Joy our Savior brings through life everlasting. 

Scripture Reading: Matthew 1:21

“You shall call his name Jesus, for it is He who will save his people 
from their sins.” 

Each of us has distinguishing characteristics that make us unique. People identify us by our traits. These are our special features. They separate us from all the other people in the world who have names like ours. It may be our laugh. Possibly it is our smile.  Or it could be the things we find funny, our expressions, or the sound of our voice. These traits are fixed in their memories: our hobbies, our temperament, and our relationship with them. The sum of these things and so many more conjure up the images that others recall when they hear our names.

When the name Jesus is mentioned, what is the singular outstanding characteristic that most people connect with His name? Without a doubt, it is His love. No one has ever loved us like Jesus. Unlike our love, His love was not intimidated by pain. We avoid pain and discomfort. And – rightfully so! He did not avoid it. Instead, He chose it. His love is powerful. 

In another world, Jesus was ever so safe. There was no death. No suffering. No pain. No sorrow. No rejection or betrayal. He was wanted. Powerful, cherished and safe could describe His heavenly home. Yet He stepped out of His safe home and came into our hazardous world. Why? So that someday, we could leave our hazardous world and live in His safe home. He gives us the power to live forever. His love caused Him to choose the very things we avoid so that we could be citizens in His “better place” world someday. He walked on our planet in the skin of a man. He understands what we feel and think when we come to Him in prayer. He faced all our hazards.

The angel said, “You shall call his name Jesus.” Could an angel understand what that name would come to mean to us? Is it possible that a pile of sins and human hurts causes us to see the power in His love that the angel could not fully appreciate? Calling His name brings wonder. It brings praise. It brings hope. It makes life in us celebrate. Jesus. Wonderful name. Wonderful Savior. Wonderful love. Jesus – the Christ. 

Prayer: O God, thank you for the daily gift of your Son, Jesus. We cannot praise you enough. Let my joy shine forth so that those cloaked by sadness may find their sorrow lifted. I ask this for the sake of your glory. In your name, Amen.
Alternative Lighting of the Advent Candle: 

Week 1
The first Sunday of Advent in our church is a time of great excitement. The stately Christmas tree is decorated beautifully and the Advent wreath is in place, ready for the first candle to be lit by a church family.

The first candle of Advent proclaims the light of God, replacing darkness and evil with good. 

The search for a Messiah to come and free God’s people is over. 

The candle lit this week is called the Prophet’s Candle. Joy is in the world; the Lord has come! God’s light will overcome the darkness of evil – as light always overcomes darkness

1. Scripture Reading: Isaiah 9:2-6

2. Prayer

3. Light the first Advent Candle

Alternative Lighting of the Advent Candle: 

Week 2
The Advent season is a time of the year that takes preparation. When we think of Christmas we think of preparing family, decorations, caroling, church activities, church musicals, social gatherings, and Christmas Day itself. It is not a secret that Christmas takes a lot of work before it actually happens.

During the very first Advent there was preparation too. God had to get things ready. The angels, shepherds, and kings all made preparations for the first Christmas. Even Mary, Joseph, and Caesar Augustus were doing their best to be ready for the Christ child.  

The two candles we light this week in the Advent wreath, known as the Magi Candles, remind us that we too are to prepare our hearts and homes to receive Jesus Christ.

1. Scripture Reading: Matthew 1:18-25

2. Prayer

3. Relight the first Advent candle; light the second candle

Alternative Lighting of the Advent Candle: 

Week 3
The three candles, this week, are called the Shepherd’s Candles. It is amazing to think that God would use shepherds to spread the word about Jesus. Shepherds were a despised class of people and thought of as being unreliable witnesses. Yet, they became effective witnesses of Jesus Christ. 

Christmas. It is an amazing time. Think about why Jesus came to earth on that cold night so long ago. Remember and marvel again that, because of His birth, life, death, and resurrection, you don’t have to suffer God’s just punishment for your sins. Instead you have been saved from them.

1. Scripture Reading: Luke 2:15-20

2. Prayer

3. Relight the two Advent candles; light the third candle

Alternative Lighting of the Advent Candle: 

Week 4
During this Advent season we have been getting ready for the coming of Jesus Christ. The fact that Jesus came should mean several things to us. It means that we can celebrate Jesus’ past; coming to Bethlehem as a baby. It means we can be encouraged because He still lives with us. It means that He is coming again to take us home to live with Him forever. It also means that we can shout with the glad angels by saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom His favor rests!”
The fourth candle is known as the “angels” candle. The four candles shining together announce that Jesus came for each of us and He is the Light of the World!
1. Scripture Reading: Luke 2:8-14

2. Prayer

3. Relight the three Advent candles; light the fourth candle, and light the center Christ Candle. (Or light the Christ Candle along with the other four on Christmas Sunday, Christmas Eve or Christmas Day.)
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