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Responsive Reading – Week 1
Note: In the responsive reading, “Family” is referring to the church family.  Therefore, in addition to family groups, you might choose to identify single parents, adult singles, elderly folk, and the like as “Family”.
Family:  For the time is coming; says the Lord, when I will place a righteous Branch upon King David’s throne.

Congregation:  He shall be a King who shall rule with wisdom and justice and cause righteousness to prevail everywhere throughout the earth. And this is His name: The Lord, our Righteousness. 

Family:  For unto us a Child is born; unto us a Son is given; and the government shall be upon His shoulder.

Congregation:  These will be His royal titles: Wonderful, Counselor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

Family:  His ever-expanding, peaceful government will never end. He will rule with perfect fairness and justice from the throne of His father, David.

Congregation:  He will bring true justice and peace to all the nations of the world. This is going to happen because the Lord of Heaven has dedicated Himself to do it!

Family:  The royal line of David will be cut off, chopped down like a tree; but from the stump will grow a Shoot – yes, a new Branch from the old root.

Congregation:  And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of wisdom, understanding, counsel and might; the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.

Family:  His delight will be obedience to the Lord. He will not judge by appearance, false evidence, or hearsay, but will defend the poor and the exploited.

Congregation:  He will rule against the wicked who oppress them. For He will be clothed with fairness and truth.

Family:  And Christ became a human being and lived here on Earth among us and was full of loving faithfulness and truth.

Congregation:  And some of us have seen His glory – the glory of the only Son of the heavenly Father. 

(Light the First Advent Candle; Prayer)

Responsive Reading – Week 2
Family:  For unto us a Child is born; unto us a Son is given; and the government shall be upon His shoulder.

Congregation:  These will be His royal titles: Wonderful, Counselor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

Family:  His ever expanding, peaceful government will never end. He will rule with perfect fairness and justice from the throne of His father, David.

Congregation:  He will bring true justice and peace to all the nations of the world. This is going to happen because the Lord of heaven has dedicated Himself to do it!

Family:  God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a village in Galilee, to a virgin, Mary, engaged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of King David.

Congregation:  Gabriel appeared to her and said, “Congratulations, favored lady! The Lord is with you!” Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what the angel could mean.

Family:  “Don’t be frightened, Mary,” the angel told her, for God has decided to wonderfully bless you!”

Congregation:  “Very soon now, you will become pregnant and have a baby boy, and you are to name Him “Jesus.”

Family:  “He shall be very great and shall be called the Son of God. And the Lord God shall give Him the throne of His ancestor, David.”

Congregation:  “And He shall reign over Israel forever; His Kingdom shall never end!”

Family:  Mary asked the angel, “But how can I have a baby? I am a virgin?

Congregation: The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit shall come upon you, and the power of God shall overshadow you, so the baby born to you will be utterly holy – the Son of God.”

Family:  Mary said, “I am the Lord’s servant, and I am willing to do whatever He wants. May everything you said come true.” And then the angel disappeared.

Congregation:  Mary responded, “Oh, how I praise the Lord! How I rejoice in God my Savior!”

(Light the Second Advent Candle; Prayer)

Responsive Reading – Week 3
Family:  About this time Caesar Augustus, the Roman Emperor, decreed that a census should be taken throughout the nation.

Congregation:  Everyone was required to return to his ancestral home for this registration.

Family:  And because Joseph was a member of the royal line, he had to go to Bethlehem in Judea, King David’s ancient home – journeying there from the Galilean village of Nazareth.

Congregation:  He took with him Mary, his fiancée, who was obviously pregnant by this time. And while they were there, the time came for her baby to be born.

Family:  And she gave birth to her first child, a son. She wrapped Him in a blanket and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in a village inn.

Congregation:  That night some shepherds were in the fields outside the village, guarding their flocks of sheep. Suddenly an angel appeared among them, and the landscape shone bright with the glory of the Lord.

Family:  They were badly frightened, but the angel reassured them. “Don’t be afraid,” he said. “I bring you the most joyous news ever announced, and it is for everyone.”

Congregation:  “The Savior – yes, the Messiah, the Lord – has been born tonight in Bethlehem. How will you recognize Him? You will find a baby wrapped in a blanket, lying in a manager.”

Family:  Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others – the armies of heaven – praising God. “Glory to God in the highest heaven,” they sang, “and peace on earth for all those pleasing Him.”

Congregation:  When this great army of angels had returned again to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “ Come on! Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this wonderful thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

Family:  They ran to the village and found their way to Mary and Joseph. And there was the baby lying in the manger. The shepherds told everyone what had happened and what the angel had said to them about this child.

Congregation:  All who heard the shepherd’s story expressed astonishment. But Mary quietly treasured these things in her heart and often thought about them.

Family:  Then the shepherds went back again to their fields and flocks, praising God for the visit of the angels, and because they had seen the child, just as the angel had told them. 

(Light the third Advent candle; prayer)

Responsive Reading – Week 4
Family:  Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem, in Judea, during the reign of King Herod. 

Congregation:  At about that time some astrologers from eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the newborn King of the Jews? For we have seen His Star in far-off eastern lands, and have come to worship Him.”

Family:  King Herod was deeply disturbed by their questions, and all Jerusalem was filled with rumors. He called a meeting of the Jewish religious leaders. “Did the prophets tell us where the Messiah would be born?” he asked.

Congregation:  “Yes, in Bethlehem,” they said, “for this is what the prophet Micah wrote: ‘O little town of Bethlehem, you are not an unimportant Judean village, for a Governor shall rise from you to rule my people Israel.”

Family:  Then Herod sent a private message to the astrologers, asking them to come to see him; at this meeting he found out from them the exact time when they first saw the star.

Congregation:  Then he told them, “Go to Bethlehem and search for the child. And when you find Him, come back and tell me so that I can go and worship Him, too.”

Family:  After this interview the astrologers started out again. And Look! The star appeared to them again, standing over Bethlehem. Their joy knew no bounds!

Congregation:  Entering the house where the baby and Mary His mother were, they threw themselves down before Him, worshiping. Then they opened their present and gave Him gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

Family:  But when they returned to their own land, they didn’t go through Jerusalem to report to Herod, for God had warned them in a dream to go home another way.

Congregation:  After they were gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up and flee to Egypt with the baby and His mother,” the angel said, “and stay there until I tell you to return, for King Herod is going to try to kill the child.”

Family:  That same night he left for Egypt with Mary and the baby, and stayed there until King Herod’s death.

Congregation:  This fulfilled the prophet’s prediction; “I have called my Son from Egypt.”

(Light the fourth Advent candle; Prayer)
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