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Light in the Darkness
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Week 1

Mary’s Prayer

Theme: Personal Praise
Like Mary, our hearts should overflow in praise to God.

Scripture Focus:  Luke 1:46-55

Introduction:
Mary was overwhelmed. She could hardly believe God had chosen her to be the mother of the Messiah. She came from humble beginnings, lived a humble life, yet “from now on all generations will call (her) blessed” (Luke 1:48). In gratitude for the Lord’s favor, she gave voice to her praise, called the “Magnificat,” so named from the first word of the Latin version. It provides an example for our praise as well.

Sermon Outline:

1. A Joyful Heart Glorifies God for His Mercy (vv. 50, 54-55).
a. God blessed Mary because she believed, in contrast to Zechariah, whom God cursed temporarily with loss of speech because of unbelief.

b. Mary’s song is similar to Hannah’s (1 Samuel 2:1-10), and sounds like many Psalms that praise God for His mercy. 

c. Mary (verse 50) may have had in mind God’s description of himself to Moses: “showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments” (Exodus 20:6).

d. God showed mercy when, instead of destroying everyone with water, He saved Noah and his family and gave them a new beginning.

e. God showed His mercy through Abraham, whose family He chose to bless the world with the Scriptures, with salvation, and with the Savior.

2. A Joyful Heart Glorifies God for His Mighty Deeds (vv. 51-52).

a. With the Psalmist, Mary could say, “I will meditate on all your works and consider all your mighty deeds” (Psalm 77:12).

b. For centuries, when the people of Israel thought of God’s mighty deeds, they remembered their deliverance from Egypt, the plagues, crossing the Red Sea, manna in the wilderness, God’s provision of a pillar of cloud by day and fire by night.

c. Mary was in the process of witnessing another mighty deed – the Virgin Birth of Christ through God’s appointed servant, Mary.

3. A Joyful Heart Glorifies God for His Generosity (v. 53).

a. Perhaps Mary had meditated on Psalm 34:8, 10: “Taste and see that the Lord is good; . . . those who seek the Lord lack no good thing.”

b. God has a long history of blessing His people. The psalmist wrote, “Blessed be the Lord, who daily loads us with benefits” (Psalm 68:19 NKJV).

c. Advent is a good time to remember generosity: “A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed” (Proverbs 11:25).

Conclusion:

· How does your soul glorify the Lord? 

· In what does your spirit rejoice? 

· In what ways has God been merciful to you? 

· What mighty deeds has He accomplished on your behalf? 

· How has He shown His generosity toward you? 

· How has He stimulated your heart to be generous during this Advent season? 

· Are you willing for Him to touch you, speak to you, and work through you in generous ways?

Application:  
Personal Praise
How will you reveal Jesus’ light in your life?
· Whom do you know that needs a word of mercy this week? 

· Perhaps some in your circle of influence has forgotten the mighty deeds God has done on their behalf. Or perhaps Satan has blinded them to the blessings they take for granted. In some gentle way, you may be able to remind them. 

· To whom could you show a generous spirit this week? 
How will you do this?
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Week 2
Zechariah’s Prophecy
Theme:

Advent can be a life-transforming experience as we receive Christ.

Scripture Focus:  Luke 1:67-80

Introduction:
Although initially cursed by the Lord for his unbelief, Zechariah was blessed after he insisted that his son’s name was John. His subsequent praises amazed friends and neighbors throughout the countryside. Because they recognized God’s hand in Zechariah’s restored speech, they asked, “What then is this child going to be?” Zechariah responded by giving his song/prophecy as to the future ministry of his son, John the Baptist. His message reminds us of some special things that can happen during Advent.

Sermon Outline:

1. Advent is a Time of Preparation (v. 76).
· “Both Zechariah and Elizabeth (vv. 41-45) were enabled by the Holy Spirit to express what otherwise they could not have formulated” (Reflecting God Study Bible).

· Zechariah predicted his son John would be “called a prophet of the Most High” and would “prepare the way” for the Lord (see Isaiah 40:3).

a. At this season, it is appropriate to review the story of the first coming of Christ. The miraculous birth of the Savior is a story that never grows old.

b. It is appropriate to receive the Lord anew and afresh in our hearts.

c. It is appropriate to renew our commitment to serve Him with all our hearts.

2. Advent is a Time of Transformation (v. 77).

· Zechariah predicted his son would “give his people the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins.”

· The prophet Jeremiah predicted a time when the Lord would forgive wickedness and “remember their sins no more” (Jeremiah 31:34).

a. This season can transform our heads as we receive “the knowledge of salvation.”

b. This season can transform our hearts as we receive “forgiveness of (our) sins.”

c. This season can transform our habits as we allow His salvation to work itself out in our daily lives (see Philippians 2:12).

3. Advent is a Time of Illumination (v. 78-79).

· The prophet Malachi predicted a time when “the sun of righteousness (would) rise with healing in its wings.”

· Zechariah predicted that God’s “tender mercy” would cause “the rising sun . . . to shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death” (see also Isaiah 9:2).

a. The coming of Jesus illuminates our path – we were “living in darkness.”

b. His coming illuminates our peril – we were “living . . . in the shadow of death.”

c. His coming illuminates our prospects – He guides “our feet into the path of peace.”

Conclusion:

· Have you received the Lord Jesus as your Savior? If you have not, wouldn’t you like to receive Him into your life, to make a transforming difference for you?

· If you have received the Lord, why not make this a time of renewing your commitment to Him?

Application:
Global Transformation

How will you reveal Jesus’ light in your world?
· Meditate this week on how God has illuminated your life. What was life like before you met Christ? What has changed?

· How has He enabled you to work out your salvation since coming to know Him? (Someone explained Philippians 2:12 this way: in salvation, God gave you a brick of gold. Daily you have the opportunity to work that out in gold coins, which you give to others in service and good deeds.)
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Week 3
Shepherds’ and Angels’ Praise
Theme: Local Witness
During Advent we can renew our praise to the Lord.

Scripture Focus:  Luke 2:8-14

Introduction:
Advent is a season of praise. The angels praised God as they gave the good news to the shepherds that a Savior was born in Bethlehem. The shepherds praised God after they met Joseph and Mary and saw Jesus. As we look at this familiar story, let us think about how we can renew our praise to the Lord.

Sermon Outline:

1. The Angels’ Praise is Magnificent (v. 14a).
a. The angels’ praise is magnificent because of who said/sang it. God sent no less than angels to announce the birth of His Son. On other occasions, He sent prophets to give pronouncements. But this was “a great company of the heavenly host” (v. 13).

b. The angels’ praise is magnificent because of whom they sang about – “Glory to God.” No less than the Almighty was the object of their praise.

c. The angels’ praise is magnificent because who else could sing about anything “in the highest”? They had been there. When Jesus came into the world and “the infinite became definite” (Bruce Thielemann), they were filled with amazement that God’s Son would become flesh.

2. The Angels’ Praise is Magnetic (v. 14b).

a. The angels’ praise is magnetic because of what they sang about: “peace on earth.” Every sensible person is attracted to “peace on earth.” It is the stereotypical answer of beauty pageant contestants to the question: what would you like to see in your lifetime?

b. Although peace magnetically draws us to it, it keeps slipping through our fingers. It is elusive.

c. It may well be that peace will never come fully until the Prince of Peace is seated at the conference tables of the world.

3. The Shepherds’ Praise is Memorable (v. 20).

a. The shepherds’ praise is memorable because “all the things they had heard and seen . . . were just as they had been told.”

b. The angels said they would find the Baby in Bethlehem, and they did.

c. The angels said the Baby would be wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger, and He was.

d. The angels said this Baby was special; He was the Savior, Christ the Lord. Nothing about the Baby obviously told them this was true. But after meeting Mary and Joseph and seeing the Baby, they believed and spread the word (vv. 16-17).

Conclusion:

· When people met Jesus, they went away changed. They were somehow different. The shepherds believed and went away praising God.

· The rich young ruler met Jesus, balked at His message, and went away sad (Matthew 19:16-22).

· Have you met Jesus? If not, this would be a great day for you to invite Him into your life.

· If you have met Jesus, how has life changed for you?

Application:
Local Witness

How will you reveal Jesus’ light in your community?
· Reflect this week on the message of the angels and the shepherds. Can you praise God as they did?

· Try to personalize their praise. Give glory to God for the peace He has brought to earth and, more particularly, to your heart. Give praise to Him because He has kept His word to you, just as He did to the shepherds.
· As witness to His arrival, how will you exclaim the good news to your neighbors?
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Week 4
Simeon’s Prophecy
Theme: Gospel’s Endurance
Simeon provides an example of an enduring life in the Spirit.

Scripture Focus:  Luke 2:25-32

Introduction:
It is no accident that Simeon’s story is full of references to the Holy Spirit. In a period of time decades before the Holy Spirit came on the Day of Pentecost, here was a man who lived a godly life. He was in such tune with God that the only way to express it was in terms of the closeness of God’s Spirit to his daily habits.

Sermon Outline:

1. Like Simeon, we can be filled with the Spirit (v. 25).

a. Simeon, a “righteous and devout” man lived in Jerusalem, “waiting for the consolation of Israel” (v. 25). In other words, he was waiting for “the comfort the Messiah would bring to his people at his coming” (Reflecting God Study Bible).

b. Luke says “the Holy Spirit was upon him.” Later Luke would identify such believers as “filled with the Spirit” (Acts 2:4; 4:31). 

c. A Spirit-filled believer has settled the lordship issue. Simeon called Him “Sovereign Lord” (v. 29). The Spirit-filled believer prays a prayer like this: “Lord, out of love, I surrender to your absolute ownership and authority.”

d. Spirit-filled believers have eyes to see God’s plan of “salvation” (vv. 30-32) and see God’s hand at work.

2. Like Simeon, we can walk in the Spirit (v. 26).

a. The Holy Spirit had revealed to Simeon “that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.”

b. Only those who walk in the Spirit can receive such knowledge. For them, living close to God is not occasional but constant.

c. Those who walk in the Spirit “will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature” (Galatians 5:16).

d. Those who walk in the Spirit are better prepared to face the end of life, as Simeon was (v. 29).

3. Like Simeon, we can be led by the Spirit (v. 27).

a. Simeon, “moved by the Spirit,” went to the temple at the precise time Jesus’ parents brought him for presentation.

b. Paul said, “Those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. . . . The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children” (Romans 8:14, 16). 

c. Being led by the Spirit requires a personal, intimate, affectionate relationship in which God is our loving Father and we are His obedient children.

Conclusion:

· Advent is a powerful time to recognize not only the Baby born in a manger, but the reason why He came.

· He came to deliver us from sin and offer His forgiveness.

· He also came to mature us and lead us into the Spirit-filled life.

· Have you surrendered to His lordship, making Jesus the Lord of your life?

· He would love to cleanse you from a self-centered approach to life and fill you with His Spirit.

Application:
Gospel’s Endurance

How will you reveal Jesus’ light in your legacy?
· Paul told the Galatians, “You were running a good race. Who cut in on you and kept you from obeying the truth?” (Galatians 5:7).

· Like a good coach, the Holy Spirit motivates, points out strengths and weaknesses, and keeps us on the right track.

· What is the Spirit saying to you? Has He revealed some weakness? Have you allowed someone or something to cut in on you?

· Quickly obey Him at every opportunity. Run with endurance and confidence in the Gospel’s promises.
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