Advent 2013 Children Lessons



WEEK  1

Preparing the Way: He is Near

Scripture:  Luke 1:1-25 – The Birth of John the Baptist 

Memory Verse:  



“. . . You will prepare the way for the Lord. You will tell his people how to
              find salvation through forgiveness of their sins” (Luke 1:76b-77 NLT).

Lesson Goals:

1. Students will learn the story of the birth of John the Baptist.
2. Students will thank God for sending John the Baptist to prepare the way for Jesus.
3. Students will understand that Jesus is near to us. 
LARGE GROUP PORTION

Lesson Preparation

Supplies:

· Advent wreath with candles, matches or lighter

· Beach ball (Optional: instead of beach ball, could use a balloon, or large bouncy ball)

· Post-it notes or envelopes 
Advent Wreath: 

You can use the Advent wreath each Sunday during Advent, and on Christmas Eve, if you have a Christmas Eve service. 
To make an Advent wreath, it can be as simple as 4 tall, slender candles in candle holders (small, cheap plastic or glass candle holders can be purchased from most craft stores), or you can buy a small foam wreath shape, cover in greenery, and arrange candles with candleholders in the greenery of the wreath. 
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You will need 3 purple candles and 1 pink candle. If you use it on Christmas Eve, you can add a white candle in the middle. *You can use bigger candles too, instead of tall, slender ones. 

*Safety hazard: make sure to set the candles far away from the children, and do not allow them to have access to the lighter or matches. 

Intro Activity Prep:

Before the lesson, use a permanent marker to write the following phrases on a large beach ball (or a large bouncy ball, or you could also use a balloon).
· Going to school

· Beach trip

· Christmas

· Church

· A birthday party

Space them out across the surface of the ball. This will be used for your intro activity.

LARGE GROUP PORTION

Welcome the kids, and begin by explaining that today is the first Sunday of a time called Advent. Advent comes from a Latin word meaning coming. We are celebrating the birth (or coming) of Jesus, and the hope of His return! 

Intro – Beach Ball Activity

Take turns tossing the beach ball to each other. Whoever catches the beach ball, without moving their hands after catching the ball, will read (or have a friend read for them, if they can’t read) the phrase that is touching or closest to their right thumb. Then, they will tell how they would PREPARE for that activity. 

The phrases are: Going to school, a beach trip, Christmas, going to church, and a birthday party. The child will read the phrase and share one sentence describing how he/she would prepare for that activity. Once a child answers, he/she will toss the ball to another child. Keep playing until all of the kids have had a chance to answer.

Give everyone a chance to answer this question: How do you prepare for a relationship with Jesus? How do you prepare to worship Jesus?
There are many ways to prepare for certain things! Today, we are talking about how God prepared the way for Jesus to be born. He had a plan to send a special messenger to prepare the way for Jesus. His name was John the Baptist. We will talk about him more later.

Lighting of the Advent Candle and Advent Scripture Readings

An adult will light the first (purple) candle on the Advent wreath. Tell the kids that today’s theme for the first Sunday of Advent is hope. We are celebrating the hope that the people felt when Jesus was born, and the hope of His return! Did you know that Jesus will return to earth someday? We don’t know when, but we look forward to the day!

Long before Jesus was born in the manger in Bethlehem, God had everything planned, and He even gave us clues, or prophecies, about Jesus. These Scriptures are just some of the clues God gave us about His Son.

Invite kids to look up the Scripture verse and come forward to read them aloud:

Isaiah 7:14 – “All right then, the Lord himself will give you the sign. Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son and will call him Immanuel (which means 'God is with us’)” (NLT).
Isaiah 9:6 “For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. The government will rest on his shoulders. And he will be called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (NLT).
After you read the Scriptures, say:

We can rejoice and celebrate, because God sent His Son to be born for us, and God is always near.

Bible Lesson 

Option #1 – responsive reading 

When you say certain words, the kids will act out motions (teach them the motions ahead of time, and practice a few times)

Option #2 – video

There are many great kids’ videos that depict the Christmas story, and short video clips are a great way to portray the Scriptures. Here are some clips we recommend:

Christmas Sand Drawing – 1 (from www.worshiphousekids.com) http://www.worshiphousekids.com/mini-movies/21909/Christmas-Sand-Drawing-1-Luke-1125 

Responsive Reading

 Luke 1:1-25 

When you say the words, they do the action: 

Zechariah (put hands on hips and sit/stand tall)

Elizabeth (act like an old person; she was old in age)

Baby (kids pretend to cradle baby in their arms)

Angel (put arms out to make pretend wings)

Good News (have a “silent” little party, rejoicing at hearing the Good News)

Over 2,000 years ago, when King Herod was the king of Judea, there was a Jewish priest named Zechariah. He has a wife named Elizabeth. Zechariah and Elizabeth were good people; they followed all of God’s commands, and God was pleased with them. But, one thing made them very sad. 

They were both very old, and they did not have any children. They wanted to have a baby very badly! Elizabeth must have been so sad because she did not have a baby, and she was older than a grandmother! She must have prayed a lot, asking God to give her a baby.

One day, Zechariah was serving God in the Temple, and he went into the sanctuary while his friends stood outside, praying. While Zechariah was in the Temple, something amazing happened! An angel of the Lord suddenly appeared!  Zechariah was very afraid!

The angel said, “Do not be afraid. God has heard your prayer. Your wife, Elizabeth, will have a son, and you should name him John. You will rejoice when he is born, and he will be very special to God. He will prepare the people for the coming of the Savior.”

Zechariah could hardly believe it! He asked the angel how that could happen, since he and his wife were so old! The angel said, “I am Gabriel, and God sent me to tell you the Good News! But since you didn’t believe me, you won’t be able to speak until the child is born.”

When Zechariah finally came out of the sanctuary, he couldn’t speak! He tried to act out motions to tell his friends what happened. When he got home, when she heard the good news, Elizabeth was overjoyed to hear that she would have a baby!

God was going to send a child to be born to prepare the way for Jesus, and to share the Good News with the world!

Worship

Recommended songs:

· Joy to the World, by Amber Sky Records, http://www.worshiphousekids.com/song-tracks/34742/Joy-To-The-World
· Come, O Come Emmanuel, by God’s Kids Worship http://www.worshiphousekids.com/song-tracks/28014/O-Come-O-Come-Emmanuel
Activity – Guess the Penny
Ask if anyone has a penny. If they do, they can bring it up front. Ask if they can guess the year on the penny, without looking at it. 

Did anyone guess correctly? Probably not!

Now ask who can guess what the penny will land on, heads or tails, when you flip it. If they think it will land on heads, they will give you a thumbs up; if they think tails, a thumbs down. Flip the penny a few times to let the kids guess.

You could also play a game called Penny Wars, where you pair the kids off and give each pair a penny, and they will take turns flipping and calling heads or tails, sitting down if wrong, and switching partners if correct. They can play until someone wins. 

It is hard to make a guess about things like the date on the penny, or whether or not it will land on heads or tails. It is also hard to make guesses about Jesus. However, we don’t have to guess, because God tells us everything He wants us to know. He even gave us the Bible so we could hear from Him! He sent John the Baptist to be a messenger to tell people about Jesus, so they wouldn’t have to guess; so they would be prepared for the arrival of Jesus!

Reinforcement Activity – Delivering Messages
How do you get messages? Some of you get emails, notes, or maybe phone messages, text messages, or letters in the mail. Do any of you get messages on Post-it notes? Do you like getting messages in the mail? 

John the Baptist had a very important message to share – the message of Jesus’ birth and the message of salvation! God sent John the Baptist to prepare the way!

We have a message to think about today: God is near to all of us today! God will ALWAYS be near to you! 

Take the envelope or Post-it note and write that message on it, and take it home as a reminder of God’s message for you today!

You can also write another message on an envelope or Post-it note, and share it with someone else this week, to let them know that God is always with them!

SMALL GROUP PORTION

Memory Verse 



Luke 1:76-77 “…you will prepare the way for the Lord. You will tell his
            people how to find salvation through forgiveness of their sins” (NLT).
Practice the memory verse a few times with the kids. 

· You will need 23 balloons: one for each word in the Memory Verse (plus the reference). Write one word on each balloon. The kids will have to put the balloons in order (either on the ground, or could tape them to the wall). But they can’t move; they have to bat the balloons across the room to each other. Once they finish, they will say the verse aloud together. 

Discussion Questions 

· How did God prepare people for the birth of Jesus?

· How can you prepare your heart to worship and know Jesus?

· What does it mean to have hope?

· How does the birth of Jesus impact your life?

· How can you share the Good News with someone this week?

Reinforcement:

Give each child a Post-it note or an envelope and ask them to draw or write a message about God. 

They can write or draw a message that they would share with someone else about how to prepare one’s heart for Jesus. 

When they finish, pray together and ask God to prepare your hearts to worship and celebrate Him this Advent season.
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Lesson 2

Preparing the Way: He is Among Us

Scripture:  Luke 1:26-38 The Annunciation
Memory Verses:  

 

“So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full of unfailing
              love and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father's one and
              only Son” (John 1:14 NLT).

“For nothing is impossible with God” (Luke 1:37).
Lesson Goals:

1. Students will learn that God sent His Son to be born as a human and to be our Savior.
2. Students will experience God’s closeness and know that He is with us at all times.
3. Students will understand that nothing is impossible with God.

LARGE GROUP PORTION


Lesson Preparation
Advent candle (same as week 1)

Write memory verse on pieces of paper, glue magnets on back, and put on a large cookie sheet or other metal surface 

Put a drop of food coloring in a clear plastic cup

LARGE GROUP PORTION

Intro – Star inside apple
Supplies: apple and knife
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*Safety hazard: keep the knife away from the kids
What would you say if I told you that there is a star inside this apple? You can’t see it right now, but do you trust me and believe me when I tell you it’s there?

Cut the apple in half (horizontally) right in the center, and open it up to reveal the star, made by the seeds.  

God sent a star to be born, His name was Jesus, but He wasn’t where you would expect Him, and He didn’t come in the way that people expected, and even if you don’t know it, He is here with you right now! 

Lighting of the Advent Candle and Advent Scripture Readings

An adult will light the first and second (purple) candles on the Advent wreath. Tell the kids that today’s theme for the second Sunday of Advent is peace. 

We can have peace because God is always with us, and with God, nothing is impossible!

Invite kids to look up the Scripture verse and come forward to read them aloud:

 “Gabriel appeared to her and said, ‘Greetings, favored woman! The Lord is with you!’ Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what the angel could mean. ‘Don’t be afraid, Mary,’ the angel told her, ‘for you have found favor with God! You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be very great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David. And he will reign over Israel forever; his Kingdom will never end!’” (Luke 1:28-33 NLT).
After you read the Scriptures, say:

We can have peace, because with God, nothing is impossible.

Bible Lesson 

Read Luke 1:26-38 aloud, and ask the kids to act it out as you read aloud. You will need two actors: one for Mary and one for the angel Gabriel. If you want, you can use costumes for the actors. 

Video Options:

· The Annunciation http://www.worshiphousekids.com/mini-movies/16041/The-Annunciation--Mary-Is-Pregnant-Kids 

· Another video option: Christmas sand video http://www.worshiphousekids.com/mini-movies/21910/Christmas-Sand-Drawing-2-Luke-12680
Science Experiment – Food coloring in clear plastic cups
Before the service, put a drop of food coloring in the bottom of a clear plastic cup. Fill up another clear cup with water. 
Sometimes, things happen in unexpected ways. Before Jesus came, God told us that He would send a Savior to the earth! He gave us clues, but it was still a wonderful surprise when Mary found out from the angel that she would have a baby called Jesus! 

Pour some of the clear water into the cup (the kids won’t be able to see the food coloring, dried on the bottom, and they will be amazed when the water turns colors when it is poured into the other cup). 

Mary was amazed when she found out the Good News about Jesus! 

How would you have felt if you were Mary, learning this news for the first time? Even as amazing and surprising as the news was, Mary knew, and we can remember, that nothing is impossible with God. Say that with me! NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE WITH GOD.

Experiment –Impossible Task
Put a line of masking tape on the floor, and ask the kids if anyone can come forward and jump over the line WHILE holding onto their toes at the same time (WITHOUT LETTING GO). 

A lot of kids will probably volunteer to come and try, but no one will be able to do it, because this is an impossible task. 

You could not complete this task, because it is impossible! But we can always remember that with God, nothing is impossible!

Everyone say this with me: WITH GOD, NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE.

Worship:

 Recommended songs:

· Away in a Manger (Yancy) from worshiphousekids.com http://www.worshiphousekids.com/song-tracks/34525/Away-In-A-Manger 

· Angels we Have Heard on High (Yancy) http://www.worshiphousekids.com/song-tracks/22375/Angels-We-Have-Heard-On-High
Craft – Paper plate angels
In today’s Bible story, an angel named Gabriel shared the Good News with Mary! God can use all of us to share the Good News with others today!

You can use paper plates or pipe cleaners to make cute and simple angels, as illustrated on these websites:

http://www.funezcrafts.com/Easy-Angel-Crafts-Wire-Cross-Angel-Ornament.html 

http://jennwa.blogspot.com/2008/12/paper-plate-angels.html
SMALL GROUP PORTION

Supplies: memory verse magnets and cookie sheet, take home objects (apples or stars)

Memory Verses 

 

“For nothing is impossible with God” (Luke 1:37 NLT).

“So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full of
              unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the
              Father's one and only Son” (John 1:14 NLT).
Print or write the memory verse on pieces of paper (one word per piece) and glue magnets to the back. Put them on a large cookie sheet, and have a contest to see who can unscramble and put the verse in order the fastest (or make two, and have a contest). 

Discussion Questions 

· How do you think you would have felt if you were Mary, learning the news from the angel Gabriel?

· What can you learn from Mary’s reaction to the news?

· Do you believe that God is always with you, even if you can’t see Him?

· Is there anything in your life right now that seems impossible, that you need to ask for God’s help with?

Reinforcement –
Prayer: Talk about things that seem impossible; an impossible situation in your life; where do you need God to work? 

· Pray that God would help the kids in the areas of life that seem impossible, and thank Him for always being with you.

Take Home

Give all kids an apple to take home, to remind them that even if you can’t see the star inside the apple, it is there, and even if you can’t see God, He is always with us, and with God, nothing is impossible!

You can also cut out a star and ask the kids to write on it something that reminds them that God is always with them, and they can take the star home and keep it as a reminder.
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Lesson 3

Preparing the Way: He Finds Favor with Us

Scripture:  Luke 1:39-59 Mary visits Elizabeth

Memory Verse:  



“For the Mighty One is holy, and he has done great things for me. He shows
              mercy from generation to generation to all who fear him” (Luke 1:49-50
              NLT).
Lesson Goals:

1. Students will learn that they are special and valuable to God.
2. Students will learn about Mary’s visit to her cousin, Elizabeth, when they found out they were both pregnant.
3. Students will thank God for sending Jesus.
LARGE GROUP PORTION

Intro – Favorites

Split the kids into small groups, and ask the kids to share with their small group. You will read a list of items, and they will share their favorite….

· Animal

· Ice cream

· Meal

· Restaurant

· Subject in school

· Color

· Song

· TV show

We have many favorites! You probably didn’t have the same favorites as everyone else in your group! But do you know something cool? YOU are favored by God! That means, you are one of His favorites! Now, that doesn’t mean He loves you MORE than your friends; it means we are ALL His favorite! He loves you so much, and He values you, because you are special to Him! 

Today, we are going to learn about Mary, and how she was highly favored by God. We will learn more about that later, but first, we will light our Advent Candle.



Lighting of the Advent Candle and Advent Scripture Readings

Today begins the third week of Advent. Advent comes from the Latin word meaning “coming.” We are celebrating the birth of Jesus, the time when He came to earth!

An adult will light the first, second and third (purple) candles on the Advent wreath. Tell the kids that today’s theme for the third Sunday of Advent is joy. 

We can rejoice, because God loves us so much, that He sent Jesus to be born for us! 

Invite kids to look up the Scripture verses and come forward to read them aloud:

Mary responded, “Oh, how my soul praises the Lord. How my spirit rejoices in God my Savior! For he took notice of his lowly servant girl, and from now on all generations will call me blessed. For the Mighty One is holy, and he has done great things for me. He shows mercy from 
generation to generation to all who fear him. His mighty arm has done tremendous things! He has scattered the proud and haughty ones. He has brought down princes from their thrones and exalted the humble. He has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away with empty hands. He has helped his servant Israel and remembered to be merciful. For he made this promise to our ancestors, to Abraham and his children forever” (Luke 1:46-55 NLT).
After you read the Scriptures, say:

We can rejoice, because God loves us so much, that He sent Jesus to be born for us! 

Video Option: Recommended video, from www.worshiphousekids.com 

Mary and Elizabeth http://www.worshiphousekids.com/mini-movies/16035/Mary-And-Elizabeth-Kids
Bible Lesson 

Luke 1:39-59 Mary visits Elizabeth

A woman will dress up in a Bible costume and pretend to be Elizabeth. She can have a cane (or a walker) to show her old age. She will come up front, and tell the kids the story….

Hello, kids! I’m sorry I’m late, I was just visiting my cousin, Mary! Do you want to hear a great story about Mary? Well, one time, my husband, Zechariah, told me that an angel told HIM that we would have a baby, and we were very old at the time! A little younger than I am now, but still too old to have a baby! But, sure enough, not long after that, I became pregnant! We were amazed!

Well, my young cousin, Mary, was engaged to be married to a nice young man named Joseph. Mary was visited by an angel, like the one who visited my husband, and the angel said that Mary would become pregnant, even though she wasn’t married! The angel told Mary that she should not worry, because the baby was VERY SPECIAL, and His name would be Immanuel, which means “God with us.” 

Mary came to visit me, and we were BOTH pregnant! I knew something special was happening with her, because as soon as she came close, I felt the baby in my stomach JUMP for joy! I could almost feel the baby’s excitement. It was almost too much for me!

I told Mary that her baby must be very, very special, because the baby inside me jumped for joy. 

Mary knew then, that she had been chosen for a great and special job of carrying the Savior, Jesus. 

Well, kids, thanks for listening! I have to go now! If you see Mary, tell her I said, “Hello!”
Activity – Hot Chocolate Experiment

Supplies: one cup of very hot water, one cup of cold water, a spoon, and 2 packets of hot chocolate

Ask the kids which cup they think will turn into hot chocolate when you stir the packet into it: the hot water or the cold water.

Ask for volunteers to come forward and help you stir the packet into each of the cups. The hot chocolate will not mix into the cold water, no matter how much you stir. It WILL mix into the hot water, and turn into hot chocolate!

Before Jesus was born, He wanted to prepare the people for the Savior. How did He prepare the people? He sent John the Baptist to be born to Elizabeth, and He sent an angel to tell Mary that she would carry the Savior! He wanted to prepare people’s hearts for Jesus’ birth.

Is your heart prepared? Which cup describes your heart: the cold water or the hot water? The chocolate wouldn’t mix in the cold water, and God doesn’t want our hearts to be cold and full of sin. He wants us to be full of love and grace, and burning with passion for Him! 

Share some ways we can prepare for a relationship with Jesus. 

Worship 

Recommended songs:

· Joy to the World, by Amber Sky Records, http://www.worshiphousekids.com/song-tracks/34742/Joy-To-The-World
· The Greatest Gift, by Yancy http://www.worshiphousekids.com/song-tracks/22345/The-Greatest-Gift 

Activity: Jingle Bell Object Lesson and Game

I bet you have all seen a jingle bell before, especially around Christmastime. We sing songs about bells, we see them in decorations. But if you hold a bell tightly in your hand and try to ring it, you won’t hear much of anything.

Demonstrate – hold the bell tightly and try to ring it

When you don’t hold it too tightly, you can hear the sound of the bells ring out loudly! This reminds me of God telling us to rejoice at the news of the birth of Jesus! We can rejoice because God loves us so much, that He sent Jesus to be born for us! YOU are highly favored by God! You are loved by God! 

Let’s all ring our bells and rejoice, and thank God! 

Give all the kids a jingle bell.

Don’t be afraid to let your praise ring out this Advent season. Don’t be like a bell that is gripped so tightly that it won’t make any noise. Let your praise be loud for the Lord, and let others see your joy!

Game option #1: Jingle Bell Guessing Game

Supplies: 10 small containers, lots of jingle bells

Take about 10 small containers that are NOT see through (Tupperware containers, small gift boxes, small take-out containers, etc), and put jingle bells in them. Put a different amount in each container, and label the bottom with the number of bells in each one. Put 2 bells in the first one, 5 in another, 10 in another, 15 in another, 20 in another, and so on. Mix up the containers on a table, and ask the kids to come up on stage and try to put the containers in order from LEAST to MOST bells. The only thing they can do is pick them up and shake them, to try and guess how many bells are in each container. And they have only one minute to complete the task. 

See if anyone can complete the task in under a minute.

Game Option #2: Jingle Bell Tag

Supplies: string, jingle bells, blind folds

Choose a few kids to be blindfolded, and give everyone else a jingle bell and some yarn. They will string the bell on the yarn and tie it around their ankle. They will all walk around the room (must keep moving until they get tagged) and the blindfolded people will try to tag them, by listening to their bells. Once someone gets tagged, that person is out. Make sure there aren’t any obstacles to trip the blindfolded people. 

Mary sang a song of rejoicing and praise when she found out the Good News about Jesus! We can let our songs of joy and praise rings out like these jingle bells! Every time you see a jingle bell this Christmas, let it be a reminder for you that you can praise God for sending Jesus to be born for you!

SMALL GROUP PORTION

Memory Verse 


“For the Mighty One is holy, and he has done great things for me. He shows
              mercy from generation to generation to all who fear him” (Luke 1:49-50
              NLT).

 Go over the memory verse a few times with the kids. 


 Mary said, in Luke 1:46-47, “Oh, how my soul praises the Lord. How my
 
 spirit rejoices in God my Savior!” Some people call this Mary’s song, and
 
 imagine her singing this song of praise to God.


 We can praise God through songs, too! Make up a song to go with this
  
 memory verse, and work together in groups. You can write it down if you
 
 want. If you don’t want to sing it, make up motions to the verse.
Give the kids a few minutes to make up motions or a song to the memory verse, and then let them share with the rest of the group.

Discussion Questions
 

· How did God prepare people for the birth of Jesus?

· How are you prepared to worship and have a relationship with Jesus?

· How do you know that you are special and valuable to God?

· Why do you think God sent Jesus to be born to Mary, in a manger in Bethlehem?

· Is there anyone you can share this message with this week?

Activity – Blessed

Supplies: paper and pens

In Luke 1:28, the angel Gabriel told Mary that she was highly favored by God. In Luke 1:45, Elizabeth told Mary that she was blessed because she believed God and had faith in Him. 

God says that we are all blessed and highly favored! He loves every one of His children, and you are special because you are a child of God! 

Give each child paper and a pen (or crayons) and have them list as many ways as possible that they are blessed. 

How do you know that you are blessed by God? Write or draw a picture sharing ways you know you are blessed. When you are finished, share with the others in your group. 



Reinforcement –  Hot Chocolate

Supplies: a packet of instant hot chocolate to remind the kids to have warm hearts, prepared for Jesus.

Give everyone a packet of hot chocolate.

How is your heart prepared for Jesus this Advent season? Don’t be like the cold water in the science experiment. Everyone can take home a packet of hot chocolate to remind them to be prepared for Jesus, because you are so special to God that He sent His one and only Son to be born and die JUST for you!
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Lesson 4

Preparing the Way: He is Glorified 

Scripture:  Luke 2:1-20 The Birth of Jesus and Announcement to the Shepherds 

Memory Verse:
  


“But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that
  
  will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior
 
  has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11).
Lesson Goals:

1. Students will learn about the birth of Jesus and the announcement to the shepherds.
2. Students will understand that God planned for Jesus to be born to be our Savior.
3. Students will remember the true meaning of Christmas, despite the busyness and distraction of the Christmas season.

LARGE GROUP PORTION

Lesson Preparation
To make this lesson really fun, spread a tarp across the stage or front of the room, and cover the area with straw (like you would find in a stable). 

Gather five props for the Bible story: a calculator, a baby doll, a shepherd’s staff, angel wings or golden halo (can use gold pipe cleaner), and straw (like you would find in a stable).
Make animal cards: Write animal names on cards, and make enough copies to have 2-4 of each animal (only animals that make noise). Examples: horse, cow, duck, goat, pig, dog, sheep, etc. Mix up the cards. 
LARGE GROUP PORTION

Intro – Animal Game
Make the animal cards, mix them all up. If you have a lot of non-readers in your group, you could print off simple pictures of animals. 

Give card to each kid. Tell the kids not to show anyone their card. When you say “Go,” they will start making their animal noise, and while they are making their noise, they will be listening and looking for others making the same noise, and they will get into groups. 

For example: all the cows will find each other and get into a group of cows, and all the horses will listen for each other and get into a group of horses.

Once all of the kids have found their groups, ask, “Which animals do you think were present for the birth of Jesus?”

Let the kids answer, then ask them to find the story of the birth of Jesus in the Bible, and try to find out what animals were mentioned in the Bible. 

There were no animals mentioned in the Bible! BUT we assume that animals were present, because Jesus was born in a manger, which means trough, where animals are usually fed. So, we are going to pretend today that we are in a stable, and we are waiting to experience the birth of Jesus. Can you feel the excitement in the air?
Lighting of the Advent Candle and Advent Scripture Readings

Today begins the fourth week of Advent. Advent comes from the Latin word meaning “coming.” We are celebrating the birth of Jesus!

An adult will light the first, second, third, and fourth candles on the Advent wreath. Tell the kids that today’s theme for the fourth week of Advent is love.  

God loves us so much that He gave us the first Christmas gift: His Son, Jesus!

Invite kids to look up the Scripture verses and come forward to read them aloud:

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger” (Luke 2:8-16).
After you read the Scriptures, say:

We can rejoice, because God loves us so much, that He sent Jesus to be born for us!

Bible Lesson 

Luke 2:1-20

Supplies: 

Five Props:
· Calculator

· Baby doll

· Shepherd’s staff

· Angel wings or golden halo (can use gold pipe cleaner)

· Straw (like you would find in a stable)

Show the kids the supplies, and ask, “What do a calculator, a baby doll, a shepherd’s staff, angel wings, and some straw all have in common?” They all can help us remember today’s Bible story! I will need five people to come up front and help me share today’s lesson.

Call on five kids and give each one a prop. 

At the beginning of our Scripture today, Mary is pregnant, and she and her fiancé, Joseph, live in a town called Nazareth. But their ruler, Caesar Augustus, made a new law that said everyone had to be counted.

Come forward with Prop #1, the calculator. The calculator represented the law that Caesar issued, that said everyone had to go back to their hometown to be counted. That is called taking a census. We still count people today, using a census. 

Do any of you use a calculator to count? Well, Mary and Joseph had to make a journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem so they could be counted for the census. We don’t know if they walked or rode on animals, because the Bible doesn’t say, but somehow, they got to Bethlehem. Just as they arrived in Bethlehem, Mary knew it was time to have the baby!

Come forward with Prop #2, the baby doll. Mary and Joseph went to a manger, or a feeding trough, to have the baby, because there was no room for them in the inn. Some people think it may have been more like a cave, and some think it may have been more like a barn or a back area of a house. The important thing is, Mary had baby Jesus, and it was a wonderful, extraordinary miracle, because Mary was not married! The baby doll represents the wonderful miracle of Jesus being born!

Come forward with the shepherd’s staff and angel’s wings or halo. Soon after Jesus was born, some shepherds were out in the fields watching their sheep, when suddenly an angel came to tell them of the birth of Jesus. They were amazed! The angel told them to go and find a baby, wrapped in cloths, and lying in a manger. So the shepherds stopped what they were doing and immediately went to visit Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus.

Come forward with Prop #5, the straw. The straw represents the manger where Jesus was born. The shepherds found Mary, Joseph, and Jesus, and they worshipped Him. They spread the Good News about the birth of Jesus! 

When you finish the story, organize the kids into five groups and give each one a prop. Let them take turns telling what their props stands for from the Bible story.

Object Lesson – Let your Light Shine

Supplies: candles, matches or candle lighter

John 1:9 says, “The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.” Jesus came to a world full of darkness, and brought His light to our world. He gives light to EVERYONE? How can He give light to everyone? 

What happens if you are in a dark room, and you shine some light. The lights makes the darkness turn into light! (Turn the lights off, if possible, to demonstrate. You can use candles or flashlights.) Does the darkness keep the light from being light? No, the darkness cannot, because the light wins; it makes the darkness turn into light. That is what Jesus does in our world.

John 1:5 says, “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”

Jesus IS the light of the world, and He has given every one of us His light to shine in the world. 

Light the candle. You are like this candle. You can shine His light everywhere you go, and you can even share the light with others. What will happen if I put the wick of this candle next to another candle? 
Use the candle to light another candle, and another, if you have another candle.

The light can keep spreading from candle to candle, and it only gets brighter, the more lights there are! That is how you can share the light of Jesus with others!

This Christmas season is a wonderful time to share the love and light of Jesus with others! How can you share His light and His love this season?

Worship 

Recommended songs:

· Away in a Manger, by Yancy http://www.worshiphousekids.com/song-tracks/34525/Away-In-A-Manger 

· Angels (Gloria) by Amber Sky Records  http://www.worshiphousekids.com/song-tracks/34741/Angels 

Video Options

There are many great video options to share the Nativity story with kids. Here are some ideas.

Suggested videos:

· The Christmas Story, from Worship House Kids http://www.worshiphousekids.com/mini-movies/34412/The-Christmas-Story 

· Christmas Sand drawing, from Worship House Kids http://www.worshiphousekids.com/mini-movies/21913/Christmas-Sand-Drawing-5-Matthew-2116
· Charlie Brown, Real Meaning of Christmas http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DKk9rv2hUfA
· The Christmas Story, from Cherub Wings (geared toward younger kids; start at 2:30 for this week’s Bible lesson) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yAdr_K1OcrY
Activity – Birthday Party for Jesus 

Supplies: birthday party hats, balloons, streamers, party horns, and cake candles

Give the kids party supplies, and tell them this is a reminder that Christmas is not just a holiday to celebrate getting presents and getting wrapped up in worldly Christmas distractions; it is a time to celebrate the birth of Jesus!

We are going to have a little birthday party for Jesus! 

Sing “Happy Birthday, Jesus” with the kids, and serve healthy muffins or healthy cupcakes as a snack, to celebrate our Savior’s birthday! 

*Be very careful when serving snacks with peanuts or chocolate; put up an “Allergy  Alert” sign to alert parents of the snack, and find out kids’ allergies ahead of time. Here is a link to a list of 27 healthy cupcake recipes http://www.squidoo.com/healthy-cupcakes
The kids could even make a birthday banner or cards for Jesus. 

When you finish, let the kids pray to thank God for sending Jesus to be born, and ask God to help us remember the true meaning of Christmas. 

Object Lesson and Game – Candy Cane

You have probably all seen candy canes during Christmas time! But have you heard the legend of the candy cane? According to an old legend, a candy cane is special, because it reminds us of the shepherds who were in the field, who came to worship Jesus. The candy cane looks like a shepherd’s staff!

Another cool thing about the candy cane is the red stripes that remind us Jesus bled and died for us, to save us and forgive us! 

One last thing about the candy cane- if you turn it upside down, it looks like a J, which reminds us of Jesus!

Game – Candy Cane Pass

Give each child a candy cane, and organize the kids into teams of 5-10 kids (equal teams). Give each team a stack of candy canes, and line them up. They will use their candy canes to pass other candy canes down the line, from person to person. They will have 2 minutes, and at the end of two minutes, the team that has passed the most candy canes down the line, from one end to the other (just tell them to make a pile at the end of their line), wins! They can ONLY use their candy canes to pass, and cannot touch the candy cane they are passing with their hands. 

This Christmas, every time you see a candy cane, let it be a reminder of the true meaning of Christmas!

SMALL GROUP PORTION

Memory Verse 

“But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will 
  cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has 
  been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord’” (Luke 2:10-11).

  Go over the memory verse with the kids a few times. 

Option #1 – Ask the kids to act out the memory verse.
Option #2 – Give the kids paper and crayons and ask them to draw the scene in the
                    memory verse.
Discussion Questions
 

· Have you had a baby born in your family, or a friend’s family? How did everyone react? Were you excited? 

· How do you think Mary and Joseph and the shepherds reacted to the birth of baby Jesus?

· How would you have felt if you had been there in the manger that night, and had gotten to visit Jesus after He was born?

Reinforcement 

Kids can get in pairs and share with each other their family traditions for how they celebrate someone’s birthday. They can share what food and what kind of cake they eat, any special traditions for the birthday person, who celebrates with them, and more. 

Then, talk about how they can celebrate the birthday of Jesus, and how they can remember to focus on the true meaning of Christmas, instead of getting distracted by everything else that is happening around Christmas time.

Option: Give the kids paper and crayons and markers to make birthday cards for Jesus

Take Home Object: Candy Canes

Give each child a candy cane to remind them of the true meaning of Christmas. The candy cane reminds us of the shepherd’s staff, and the stripes remind us of the blood of Jesus, who died for us, and if you turn it upside down, it looks like a J for Jesus! 

You can print off the Legend of the Candy Cane, and attach to each candy cane with ribbons. 

Click here for a free printable with the legend of the candy cane on it http://glittermagic.files.wordpress.com/2011/12/candy-cane_0001.pdf 
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