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“Eyewitness Views”
Eyewitness: Pastor Mike
Part 7
“He’s Alive!”                         

“It is true! The Lord has risen…” Luke 24:34a 
The Resurrection of Jesus:  Matthew 28:1-15; Mark 16:1-11;                      Luke 24:1-49; John 20:1-31                                                                                                                                                     
A.  Did Jesus live?
1. Secular historians, non-followers of Jesus, agree on the fact that Jesus lived.
2. Ancient Jewish sources attest to the life of Jesus, to His followers, and to His beliefs.
3. Early Christian sources agree on the life of Jesus as early Christians had everything to lose and nothing to  gainby their beliefs.
4. Many additional writings, as in Roman emperors,  testify to the life of Jesus Christ.
“Yes, I am the gate. Those who come in through me will be saved. They will come and go freely and will find good pastures… My purpose is to give them a rich and satisfying life.” John 10:9-10 
B.  Did Jesus die ?
“Jesus gave his life for our sins, just as God our Father planned, in order to rescue us from this evil world in which we live.” Galatians 1:4
1. Jesus death was very public and undisputed historically, B.C./A.D.

a. Jesus died due to the rigors of crucifixion.
b. Jesus was buried.
c. Jesus’ death caused the disciples to despair and lose hope.
d. Many scholars hold that Jesus’ tomb was discovered to be empty just a few days later.
e. At this time, the disciples had real experiences that they believed to be literal appearances of the risen Jesus.

f. The disciples were transformed from fearful doubters to bold proclaimers of his death and resurrection, even being willing to die.
g. The resurrection was central to their message.

h. The resurrection was proclaimed in Jerusalem where the empty tomb was. 
i. And, the church was born and grew…

j. …with Sunday the primary day of worship.

k. James, Jesus’ skeptical brother, was converted by the resurrection.

l. Paul, the great persecutor of Christianity, was converted by the resurrection. (Acts 9:3-9, 17; 1 Cor. 15:8; 9:1)  (12 Historical Facts by Gary Habermas)
2. Jesus death on the cross was confirmed by the majority of extra-biblical, non-Christian sources mention the cross and death of Jesus.
3. Paul’s testimony and the gospel writer’s testimony.

4. Medical sources confirm His death based on asphyxiation and the spear in His side.
“ They found no legal reason to execute him, but they asked Pilate to have him killed anyway. When they had done all that the prophecies said about him, they took him down from the cross and placed him in a tomb.  But God raised him from the dead!” Acts 13:28-30
C. How do we know that Jesus raised from the dead? 
“We proclaim to you the one who existed from the beginning, whom we have heard and seen. We saw him with our own eyes and touched him with our own hands. He is the Word of life.  This one who is life itself was revealed to us, and we have seen him. And now we testify and proclaim to you that he is the one who is eternal life. He was with the Father, and then he was revealed to us. We proclaim to you what we ourselves have actually seen and heard so that you may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.” 1 John 1:1-3
1. Jesus predicted his  death  and resurrection.

2. Eyewitnesses testified to his appearance after his death on the cross. A group of women, a group of men, James, and Paul and over 500 witnesses.
“…Christ died for our sins, just as the Scriptures said. He was buried, and he was raised from the dead on the third day, just as the Scriptures said. He was seen by Peter and then by the Twelve.  After that, he was seen by more than 500 of his followers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died.  Then he was seen by James and later by all the apostles.” 1 Corinthians 15:3-7
3. Historians have recorded the resurrection as well as early church fathers and all have testified to the validity of an empty tomb.
4. Transformed lives throughout 2,000 years!

“As G.B. Hardy has said, ‘Here is the complete record:  

Confucius’s tomb: Occupied

Buddha’s tomb: Occupied

Mohammed’s tomb: Occupied

Jesus’ tomb: EMPTY.’”

Conclusion: He Is Risen, He is Risen Indeed!
D. Why?
“I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.” 1 John 5:13
“The Lord isn’t really being slow about his promise, as some people think. No, he is being patient for your sake. He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent.” 2 Peter 3:9

1. A- Admit you’re a sinner.
2. B-Believe Jesus died.
3. C-Confess your sin to Him.
4. Receive Him as Savior.
