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STEP T

God wants us to 3 John 1-12 Do not withhold good from those who
cooperate to do His deserve it, when it is in your power to act.
work. —Proverbs 3:27

Students will watch an example of people working together to help others as they
discuss how God’s work is a team effort.

Materials:
[ ] Internet access
[ ] Whiteboard and markers (or screenshared document)

As students enter the room, have them write the name of any teams they are involved in (examples:
soccer team, children’s choir, family, Girl/Boy Scouts, band, school projects). If you are meeting
online, you can open a blank document and share your screen. As students enter the virtual meeting,
you can ask them to share the name of any teams they are involved in. As they share examples, you
can type them into the shared document.

Once everyone has gathered, have a few volunteers talk about the teams they wrote down and
what they like about being part of that unit.

» What other activities require a team effort? (Answers will vary; allow students to think
of other forms of team effort not listed on the board.)

You can look back through history and see huge feats, such as building the pyramids, the
Revolutionary War, or even the Olympics, that were accomplished when people came
together to pursue the same goal.

Earlier this summer, the state of Colorado was affected by multiple destructive wildfires,
including the Aspen Acres Fire. Many people lost their homes and businesses as part of this
disaster. Let’s watch this video clip to see how some people have chosen to help others in this
difficult time.

Share the following video with your students [1:22]:

'One Slice at a Time' is helping Aspen Acres Fire survivors

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AgJEo2wWo Q

» How did the people of One Slice at a Time work together? (They worked together to
raise donations for people affected by the fires, they served free meals for people affected by the
fires, etc.)



» How would the work of relief efforts be more difficult without people and
organizations like One Slice at a Time working together? (Accept all reasonable responses.)

» What qualities should we have to be a good teammate to others? (Answers: We should
be unselfish, patient, kind, helpful, etc.)

It’s important to be a person who can work well with others. When we work well with
others, we can accomplish anything God has purposed for us to do. Today we’re going to read
about a time in the Bible when God’s workers weren’t working together as a team to complete
the job He had assigned. Let’s see how the situation was handled and what we can learn from
their experience.

Additional source:
https://www.9news.com/article/news/local/wildfire/wildfires-colorado-july-2026/73-
3fd6e94a-3aac-4267-a7fc-d9db124c6a8d

(Continue on to Steps 2 and 3 in your teacher’s guide; your Step 4 appears below.)
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Better Together
STEP 4

God wants us to 3 John 1-12 Do not withhold good from those who
cooperate to do His deserve it, when it is in your power to act.
work. —Proverbs 3:27

Materials:

[ ] Strips of paper (1 per student)
[ ] Pens/pencils

[ ] Staplers or tape

If your class is meeting online, you can do the paper chain activity virtually for children to watch.

Earlier we learned how one person hindered the work of God by not working well with
his fellow workers. Diotrephes was worried about serving himself, not God. But God made
sure to also give us the example of Gaius, who opened his door to others and was willing to
help in whatever way he could. This is the example we should follow!

We all have different skills and abilities that God has given us. When we are each able to
combine our talents together, so much can be accomplished. That’s the way God made us!

» What abilities has God given you to do His work? (Answers may include: I’m helpful;
I’m a writer; [ have a listening ear, etc.)

» How can you use those abilities to serve God? (Answers: I can help my elderly neighbor
mow the lawn and take out her trash; I can write stories that teach others about Jesus; when my
friends are sad they text me—I can pray with them and offer them godly advice, etc.)

Distribute supplies and invite students to write their names on the paper, followed by an ability
God has given him or her to serve others. Once children have finished writing, have the class work
together to create a paper chain using the strips—putting the writing facing out so that it can be
read. Challenge your children to remember their abilities this week as a reminder to work with
others to accomplish God’s purposes. Also challenge them to pray for the others in their group and
for opportunities to serve.

If you are meeting online, invite each student to share one ability God has given him or her. As
they share, write each student’s name and ability on a strip of paper. Then, quickly create a paper
chain using the strips—putting the writing facing out so that it can be read. Challenge your children
to remember their abilities this week as a reminder to work with others to accomplish God’s
purposes. Also challenge them to pray for the others in their group and for opportunities to serve.



God has given us a lot of abilities to serve Him. We are His hands and feet. If each of us
had the same ability, we would never be able to accomplish anything for God. But, because
some of us are good at sports, others are good at art, some at listening, our outreach is much
larger and greater. We can reach so many people because of the different abilities within this
class! Now imagine all of Jesus’ followers around the world. How many millions of gifts and
talents we all have; our ability to reach the world is unstoppable!

As you pray this week, remember that you are one link in a worldwide chain of people
serving God. You are not alone. Your teammates are not only in this class, but all around the
world. Look for ways to join forces and cooperate together to serve God for His glory! We
are better together!

Pray to close.

(We are not affiliated with and do not endorse any website or any other media listed on these pages.
At the time of writing, we carefully review the referenced material and non-referenced web page
content. However, due to the nature of the Internet, non-cited content on the website [including
pop-ups, links, and ads] changes frequently and is beyond our control. Please review carefully
before showing links in the classroom.)



