
Within this brilliant treatise, Ray Case presents a thought-provoking 
study that guides Christians toward a deep covenant relationship 
with the Lord. Sight and Insight addresses profound concepts such as 
Christian identity, the priesthood of the believer, and God-honoring 
rituals. Yet Case’s down-to-earth, well-crafted presentation distills 
these complex ideas into applicable practices that will enhance the 
spiritual life of any Christian seeking a solid Christ-centered foundation 
for growth and true discipleship.

—Sue Harrison, best-selling author of  
The Ivory Carver Trilogy and The Storyteller Trilogy

Sight and Insight is a walk with the giants of the Christian faith. With 
brilliance and keen accuracy, Professor Case offers incredible insights 
into the central call of disciple making as the primary response to 
joining the priesthood of all believers.   This book is sure to become 
another great resource for churches and pastors who are looking for 
practical and refreshingly biblical perspectives on disciple-making. 

—Wayne Otto, DMin, adjunct professor and lead pastor,  
Providence Church (SC)

Professor Ray Case’s Sight and Insight provides readers with both 
accessible—even conversational-styled prose—and deep, ponderable 
insights into the central role of the “priesthood of all believers.” 
Discussion questions at the end of each chapter provide opportunities 
for individual readers and groups to digest the manna before them. 
Even his appendix provides further contextualizing definitions for 
important concepts and are very much worth  the read. Case invites 
his audience to re-examine the “lens” through which they observe, 
encounter, cultivate, and care for God’s earthly creation. 

 —Paul D. Patton, PhD, professor emeritus, Spring Arbor University (MI)

Discipleship has become the buzz word around evangelical circles, but 
one thing that is rarely discussed is how a person’s identity should be 
shaped and lived out in every facet of their lives—both private and 
public—when he or she comes to faith in Christ. Looking at discipleship 
through an apologetical, historical, and theological lens, Sight and 
Insight is set up to take individuals or groups on a wonderful journey of 
what it means to live out one’s Christian faith without apology. This is 
not just a how-to book but also a why and what for. Take the journey! 

—Dr. Devon Smith, district superintendent of the Tri-State District  
of The Wesleyan Church and developer of CROSS Training  

ordination program at Oklahoma Wesleyan University
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This book is intended as a beginning. It is a brief overview of 

Christian discipleship, coming from a slightly different perspective 

than you may have seen before. I trust that it will bring some clarity 

to the often opaque world of Christian jargon and the overwhelming 

variety of church practices. 

Some of the terms you encounter in this book will be familiar, 

but my hope is that you will think of them in a fresh way after having 

seen them from another vantage point. I do not wish to obscure or 

overshadow any beloved associations you may have regarding the 

terms and practices addressed here; I want to expand and, perhaps, 

enhance your appreciation of them.

Some of the subject matter introduced in this book is exceptionally  

deep. I invite you to plunge in vigorously, while understanding that 

we will not be delving to the utmost depths. That’s because this book 

is introductory in nature. The journey has to begin somewhere, and 

for some, this may well be the first step of a lifelong pursuit. I believe, 

however, that even those who have followed Jesus for many years 
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will find the focus of this book both enlightening and refreshing, and 

will not suffer for the lack of “difficult” content. 

Sometimes the complexities that plague the topic of discipleship 

are entirely man-made. Sometimes we’re just a little too smart for our 

own good. I would like to avoid the temptation to climb the ladder 

of intellect when we should be digging to the depths of wisdom. My 

aim is to keep this content simple and strive for clear meaning and 

application.

Why am I concerned with simplicity? I have found that the words 

of Jesus are profound—and sometimes shocking—because of their 

simplicity. However, they are often so poked, prodded, and stretched 

that they become essentially academic theological arguments rather 

than the simple, divinely inspired rabbinical teachings they were 

intended to be. Some have forgotten that our teaching comes from 

a teacher, not a teller of riddles. Jesus did not set out to impress us 

with his genius, but to save us from our sin. You do not save someone 

by baffling them and rendering yourself incomprehensible. 

For those already intimately acquainted with this book’s subject 

matter, I refer you to the venerable Dr. Samuel Johnson, who wrote, 

“What is new is opposed, because most are unwilling to be taught; 

and what is known is rejected, because it is not sufficiently con-

sidered that men more frequently require to be reminded than 

informed.”1 If nothing else, I am reminding myself, and the good 

doctor is absolutely correct in assuming my need for it. In all honesty, 

I am confident that any familiarity you have with the subject matter 

will only heighten your refreshment, as you recognize new ways of 

looking at old, familiar terms and practices. The Christian who has 

walked in the way of Jesus for a long while may in fact be the one who 

will most appreciate the content they encounter here.
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So, this book focuses on clarity and simplicity. It is not meant  

to cover every base and it will not. Instead, it is designed to distill 

down some complex, intimidating, overarching ideas to make them 

simpler and more accessible. Due to its subject matter, this book 

cannot help but demand something of the reader. The reader will be 

asked to think about the content and evaluate it. In truth, I intend 

to challenge some of the reader’s commonly held perceptions and, 

hopefully, shift their perspectives. In doing so, however, I do not 

intend to confound the reader, nor do I intend to offer anything more 

than a call to a deeper beginning—a new vantage point from which 

to examine the Christian walk.

Now we come to the point. What is this book actually about? 

This book is about lenses. No, you do not need an eye exam, and it’s 

not about optics, at least not in a literal, physical sense. This book 

is about the way we see the world and, more importantly, how we 

see ourselves in it. So yes, it is about examining our figurative lenses 

and the way those lenses impact us as we engage—or disengage 

from—the world in which we live. Let’s begin.
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BE COMING AWARE OF OUR LENSES

While we all have lenses that cause us to see the world in a certain 

way, we may not be fully aware of our lenses and the lenses of others, 

where they come from, and how they can be enhanced and even 

changed. 

Be honest, how much have you thought about your worldview 

today? How much have you considered the way you view the world 

around you? You have been leaning upon your worldview to make 

sense of what you see and hear, but have you considered where you 

got your lenses? Have you checked your lenses for possible defects? 

Have you considered that another set of lenses might bring more 

clarity? If you are like most people, you probably haven’t given these 

questions much, if any, thought. Most of us wander through life with 

little awareness of how our lenses affect our perspective. Most of 

us have never considered the possibility of discarding the lenses 

other people have provided us in favor of intentionally choosing 

or crafting our own lenses. This lack of awareness about our lenses 

is a recipe for confusion, misinterpretation, and disharmony— 

yet this is the condition in which a great many people live their 

entire lives. 

Developing an awareness of our lenses and how they may be 

different from the lenses of others naturally raises the possibility of 

enhancing or replacing our existing lenses. If you’re having trouble 

seeing something in the distance, you can enhance your vision 

using glasses, contacts, binoculars, or a telescope to bridge the 

gap. In each case, you supplement the lenses in your eyes with a 

new lens that will bring the object into focus. As we age, and our 

eyes deteriorate, we may end up trading out one set of glasses for a 
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stronger prescription. Our internal lenses—intellectual, emotional, 

and spiritual—work in a similar way. 

Oh no, he said it! If we don’t like the way things look, we can just 

switch out the lenses. 

That sounds pretty wishy-washy, right? Actually, that’s not what 

I’m saying at all, so please bear with me, and my meaning will become 

clearer in a moment. This book is about helping people in the church, 

both clergy and congregants, gain awareness of the lenses they use 

every day to view the world and to gain skill in choosing the best, 

most appropriate lenses for the task they’re given—the ones that 

allow for the greatest clarity and understanding. In this context, no 

lens can be a “one size fits all” solution.

MOVING BEYOND PRECONCEPTIONS

The lenses we use affect what we see. The lenses in our eyes, for 

example, permit us to see certain wavelengths of light while omitting 

others; still other wavelengths are actually bent in one direction or 

the other. If our eyes no longer effectively filter the light we see, we 

can use corrective lenses to restore them to within a normal range. 

The lenses we use can either help clarify what we see or distort it. 

In his book, Provocative Grace, Robert Corin Morris wrote, “It is 

not all that easy to see what’s in front of us. What we expect to see 

determines what data we let in. We often see the preconceptions in 

our mind rather than the reality.”1 When it comes to our worldview, 

having the appropriate lens can make a huge difference in the way 

we see the world. Lenses determine what gets into our minds and 

hearts—and what is rejected. They determine whether our perception 
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is bent or warped. Lenses determine the data we receive about the 

world, and that deeply impacts what we call our reality. 

Prior to becoming aware of our lenses, we tend to rely on our 

preconceptions or preconceived notions to understand the world 

around us. You might think of your preconceptions as simply what 

you’ve always thought or believed, without any deep reflection. 

Preconceptions color our understanding of everything we see, so 

it’s important that we examine our preconceptions and consciously 

choose our lenses—in cooperation with God—if we wish to see the 

world as it truly is, instead of how we might wish it or imagine it to 

be. When we have the right lenses, we are much less dependent 

on our subconscious preconceptions, and we increase the positive 

actions of attention and observation. We will cover observation in 

detail later in the book.

TWO MAIN LENSES

A natural question for you to have at this point might be, What 

lenses need to be in the tool belt of the Christian? In reality, though, 

no one can give you a definitive list. In this book, I’ll identify and 

explore two main lenses that every Christian needs—but even these 

are just a start. Keep in mind that I do not intend to provide an 

exhaustive list—and I couldn’t if I tried. My aim is to give you the main 

lenses you’ll need to get you started down the road toward a more 

conscious, intentional discipleship at the feet of Jesus. From there, 

you’ll be able to find and add new lenses, as needed and required 

by your situation and vocation. While the two main lenses I’ll be 

exploring are important for every Christian, additional lenses may be 



18

PART ONE: THE PRIMARY LENS—IDENTITY
•  •  •  •  •  •  •

as individual as each person, based on each one’s unique character,  

vision, and calling. 

The first lens we’ll explore is primary—it will impact the way you 

see anything and everything, including any additional lenses you 

might add. The second lens enhances and supplements the first, 

providing clarity and depth. 

ADDITIONAL LENSES

Any other lenses you may add as you walk with Christ are likely 

to be deeply connected with your personal gifts and experiences. 

Obtaining each lens is part of the maturing process, and with each 

new lens, there is typically a cost involved. New lenses are never free. 

They are crafted of tears, sweat, questions, answers, more questions, 

relationships, successes, disappointments—and a whole host of 

other things. 

h
The struggles involved in procuring our lenses may not sound 

particularly appealing, but we cannot simply skip from the 

beginning to the end without crossing the long, often difficult, 

middle. Though the end result of an endeavor is almost always 

more attractive than the trials endured during its achievement, 

most of our growth and wisdom is encountered in the midst 

of those trials. To gain some perspective on this predicament, 

consider these words from C. S. Lewis’s book, Pilgrim’s Regress. 

In this allegorical story, the character Mr. History says to John, 

“Do you know what happens to people who set about learning 
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to skate with a determination to get no falls? They fall as often 

as the rest of us, and they cannot skate in the end.”2

If, as this quotations suggests, the difficulties and trials of life  

will come, even if we seek comfort over substance—a risk-free 

path—then would it not be best to choose the more direct route and 

take our lumps as they come? I, for one, have no interest in enduring 

falls if, in the end, I have not obtained the ability to skate. If I have 

to choose, I will take victory along with my trials, rather than defeat 

with what I would surely perceive to be abuse. To become a person of 

the Way—one with well-crafted lenses who uses them wisely for the 

glory of God—it is necessary to endure the education, while remain-

ing in communion with Jesus. In the next chapter, we’ll explore the 

primary lens through which we view life: our identity.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

•	 What does the author mean when he refers to lenses?

•	 What are two important obstacles to be aware of when considering  

the way we use our lenses?

ACTIVITY

•	 Answer the following questions (in a group or independently) to  

help determine your worldview.

•	 Who is God to me?

•	 Who is God to the world?
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•	 Who am I to God?

•	 Does a person’s acceptance or rejection of God impact who they 

are to God?

•	 What is sin?

•	 What authority does the Bible have over my life?

•	 How do I understand the kingdom of God and my place in it?



When people choose to follow Christ, they are gifted with a  

new lens that will help them move beyond their preconceptions to 

understand their life and all of reality as it really is. That new lens is 

the person’s unique identity in Christ. 

Our identity gives us information about who we are and who we 

are not. It reveals what we are, and are not, expected to do with our 

lives. Without this information—without the perspective offered by 

the identity lens—we are very likely to become something other than 

what we are designed to be.

Identity doesn’t occur in a vacuum. In order to fully understand 

who we are, we need to discover who we are in relation to others. 

Our lives are designed to include a portion of us—a communal aspect. 

We like to feel connected and be a part of a larger group. If we do not 

actively seek to understand our identity, we are not likely to see that 

happen on any recognizable scale. Without a real, known identity, we 

cannot fully participate in our own lives. We are likely to become, to 

quote a great song from my distant youth, “dust in the wind.” 

WHAT IS IDENTITY?

Chapter 2
h
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