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 4	
TRANSFER PROCESS FOR MINISTERS FROM OTHER DENOMINATIONS 5	
 6	

Whereas, The Wesleyan Church welcomes ministers, from other denominations or 7	
religious bodies, who share our faith and mission;  8	

Whereas, The district board of ministerial development makes the final recommendation 9	
to a district conference for recognizing and validating the ordination credentials of a transferring 10	
minister;  11	

Whereas, The increasing diversity of The Wesleyan Church recognizes and affirms the 12	
variety of pathways into ordination afforded to ministers in other cultures and communities;  13	

Whereas, The preparation of these ordained ministers, while different from our 14	
experiences or expectations, is no less valid or valued; and 15	

Whereas, The districts should be empowered to respond to the unique challenges and 16	
opportunities this may present; 17	

Resolved, That The Discipline 3104 be amended by deleting the following sentence in The 18	
Discipline 3104:2 If approval is granted, the General Superintendent shall forward copies of the 19	
applicant’s ministerial credentials and educational records to the Ministerial Study Course Agency 20	
for its evaluation.  and by inserting the following wording in The Discipline 3104:3 If approval is 21	
granted by the General Superintendent, and by inserting the following wording in 3104:4 of the 22	
district board of ministerial development and by deleting the following wording in 3104:5 as 23	
evidenced by the certification of the Ministerial Study Course Agency so that the new paragraph 24	
3104 shall read as follows:  25	

 26	
3104. Reception of a Minister from Another Denomination. An ordained 27	

minister from another denomination, or a minister from another denomination who has 28	
been ordained to deacon’s orders or who has been licensed or authorized in some manner 29	
equivalent to the commissioning or licensing of a Wesleyan minister by a district 30	
conference, may seek reception into The Wesleyan Church as an ordained minister or 31	
commissioned or licensed minister, as the case may justify (1233:37) according to the 32	
following procedure:  33	

(1) The applicant shall complete a written application for transfer provided by the 34	
Executive Director of Communication and Administration office and present it, along with 35	
a valid letter of standing or photocopy of ministerial credentials and photocopies of 36	
transcripts or other records of ministerial training, to the district superintendent (1310:29), 37	
who shall research the applicant’s background, check references, and verify his or her 38	
current credential status and good standing.  39	

(2) If favorable to the transfer, the district superintendent shall so recommend in 40	
writing and request approval by the General Superintendent with copies of the application, 41	
credentials, and educational records submitted by the applicant.  42	

(3) If approval is granted by the General Superintendent, the applicant shall be 43	
examined by the district board of ministerial development relative to Christian experience, 44	
call, and qualifications for the ministry as given in 3000–3006 (cf. 3059:1; 3070:4), and to 45	
the nature of ordination, commission or license.  46	

(4) If the district board of ministerial development so recommends (1390:3), the 47	
district conference may appoint the applicant as an ordained minister in process of transfer 48	
(1180:29a; cf. 1240:I:G; 3390; cf. 3067), a commissioned minister in process of transfer 49	



	

	

(1240:II:E; 3059; 3391) or a licensed minister in process of transfer (1240:III:D; 3391), 50	
which relation shall continue for one year unless the district conference shall by vote 51	
extend it. While serving under this relation, the applicant is a nonvoting member of the 52	
district conference (1090:2, 3), may serve as a supply pastor (3260), and shall seek to 53	
satisfy any requirements of the district board of ministerial development in ministerial 54	
training, and the Ministerial educational requirements of The Wesleyan Church (3150-55	
3210) particularly in Wesleyan doctrine, history, and polity. If at any time the district board 56	
of administration shall determine that it is not in the best interests of the district to continue 57	
the relation, they may by majority vote terminate the relation and any supply assignment, 58	
and thus dismiss the applicant from all ministerial relations to The Wesleyan Church. An 59	
ordained minister in the process of transfer shall have authority to administer the 60	
sacraments and perform marriages, while serving as a supply pastor (3260:2).  61	

(5) If the year of service is satisfactory and all requirements in ministerial training 62	
have been met, the district board of ministerial development may recommend to the district 63	
conference that the applicant be recognized as an ordained minister or commissioned or 64	
licensed minister of The Wesleyan Church and be received as a ministerial member of the 65	
district (1390:3). If the transferring minister has not previously joined a local Wesleyan 66	
church within the district, this must be done prior to the vote by the district conference 67	
receiving the applicant as a ministerial member of the district. If an ordained minister in 68	
process of transfer faces extensive additional academic requirements, and age or other 69	
extenuating circumstances make it doubtful to the applicant and the district board of 70	
ministerial development that such requirements can be met, the district board of ministerial 71	
development may authorize the applicant to qualify for commissioned minister’s status 72	
and proceed accordingly (cf. 3059).  73	

(6) When an ordained minister or commissioned minister has been received, a 74	
proper certificate validating the ordination or commission shall be signed and issued 75	
(6320). For the licensed minister, a license shall be issued (6260). 76	
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